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A Diary Kept in a War

On the first day of the first month of 1592, a naval commander at a port on the southern coast of Korea sat down and began to keep a diary. He was forty-six years old. He commanded the Left Naval Command of Jeolla Province at Yeosu, and his days were the days of a provincial officer: receiving visitors, reading dispatches, shooting arrows at the target, drinking wine with his staff, writing to his mother.

A little over three months later, a Japanese invasion fleet landed at Busan. The war that followed lasted seven years. The man was Yi Sun-sin. He kept his diary, with gaps, until two days before the last battle of the war, in which he was killed.

This book is that diary.

It was never meant as literature. Yi wrote for himself, in the plain, compressed Chinese of an official’s notebook. Most entries open with the weather. Many are a single line. Then, without warning, a day will fill a page: a sea battle, an execution, a sleepless night, a letter from his mother, news of a death. He does not explain his victories or defend himself. He records who came to see him, who was punished, what he ate, how ill he felt, what he dreamed. The great events of the war are often just a few lines, or fall in a stretch where the pages are lost.

What comes through is a man under enormous strain who keeps to his duty. He is angry at corrupt officials and at rivals who fail him. He worries about his mother, his sons and his nephews. He is arrested, tortured and sent back to the ranks as a common soldier, and then recalled when the navy he built is destroyed in his absence. In the autumn of 1597, with a handful of ships left, he fights the battle of Myeongnyang. What makes the diary rare is that it lets the reader stand next to a commander through the ordinary days of a war, not only the famous ones.

The title Nanjung Ilgi (亂中日記) is usually rendered “Diary Written Amid the War,” or more loosely “War Diary.” It comes from the 1795 edition of Yi’s collected works, which is the text translated here. The handwritten manuscript itself, preserved in Korea and designated a National Treasure, is organized by year, and the diary was inscribed in UNESCO’s Memory of the World register in 2013.

Not every day survives. The diary spans nearly seven years, some 2,500 days, and the 1795 edition prints 1,593 of them. Where the original has a gap, this translation has a gap. A line that cannot be read is marked [text missing], and a longer loss is marked with its extent.

How to read it. The dates are those of the traditional Korean lunar calendar, which runs about a month behind the Western calendar. Each entry is headed by its day of the month, and each month’s entries are grouped under the year and month. There are no footnotes. Instead, the “People in the Diary,” the “Timeline,” and the “Glossary” are placed at the beginning and end of the book, and you can ignore them entirely and just read.


A Note on the Translation

The text. This translation is made from the classical Chinese text of Nanjung Ilgi as printed in the Yi Chungmugong jeonseo (李忠武公全書), the collected works of Yi Sun-sin issued in 1795 during the reign of King Jeongjo (volumes 5 to 8), in the form published by the Database of Korean Classics. That edition contains 1,593 daily entries. The handwritten manuscript contains some days the 1795 edition omits, and the 1795 edition contains some days the surviving manuscript lacks. This book follows the 1795 text, with the one correction noted below, and does not add entries found only in the manuscript.

Where the texts differ. In a few places the 1795 text differs from the manuscript. The best known is the number of Japanese ships at the battle of Myeongnyang (ninth month of 1597, sixteenth day). The 1795 text reads “more than three hundred and thirty.” This translation follows the manuscript instead, which gives the figure as 133, in agreement with Yi’s own report to the King (about a hundred and thirty), and renders it as “one hundred and thirty-three.”

How it was made. The classical Chinese was first rendered into a literal modern Korean draft. The English was then written from that draft and checked against the original characters wherever the draft was unclear. The result was compared with a modern Korean edition, Noh Seung-seok’s Easy-to-Read Nanjung Ilgi: Complete Translation (Yeohae), for verification only. It is not the basis of this translation. AI-assisted tools were used in translation and in repeated review passes.

Style. The aim is a diary that an English reader can read straight through. Yi’s short, dry style is kept: “Clear.” “Rain all day.” The diary is in the first person, and “I” is supplied where the Chinese leaves the subject unstated. Dates, names, places, numbers and the order of events are never altered. Feelings are rendered as restrained as Yi wrote them, with nothing added or softened.

Names and titles. Korean names follow the Revised Romanization system, with a hyphen in given names (Yi Sun-sin, Won Gyun). Official titles are rendered by function, such as “Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy,” “magistrate of Suncheon,” or “fort captain.” Place names are given in their modern forms.

Two points may help a reader. A second officer named Yi Sun-sin, written with different Chinese characters (李純信), appears in the diary. To avoid confusion with the author he is called Yi Ip-bu, after his courtesy name. And Yi’s son, called Ul until the third day of the fifth month of 1597, is called Yeol from that day on, after the name was changed.

Omissions. The circle marks (○) that separate items within a day in the original are rendered as new paragraphs. Sexagenary day-cycle marks and glosses in brackets are left out. Places where a character or a passage is missing or illegible are marked [text missing], and a missing personal name is marked [name missing]. Where the loss runs over several days, the marker says how far it extends. A day listed with no text at all is marked [no entry].


People in the Diary

Yi Sun-sin (1545–1598). The diarist, called “I” throughout. Naval commander, later Commander-in-Chief of the navies of the three southern provinces.

Mother (Lady Byeon). Yi’s mother, referred to only as “Mother.” Yi writes to her and about her constantly. Her death in the fourth month of 1597, days after his release from prison, is among the most painful entries in the diary.

Yeo-pil. Yi’s younger brother.

Hoe, Yeol (called Ul until 1597) and Myeon. Yi’s three sons. Myeon, the youngest, is killed by Japanese raiders in 1597.

Bong, Bun, Hae, Noe, Wan. Nephews who visit, serve and help him.

King Seonjo (1552–1608). The ruler of Korea throughout the war, called “the King.”

Yu Seong-ryong (1542–1607). A senior minister, a longtime friend, and Yi’s early supporter. Often referred to by his office, Chief State Councillor.

Won Gyun (1540–1597). Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and Yi’s bitter rival. He takes over the fleet when Yi is dismissed in 1597 and is killed when it is destroyed at Chilcheollyang.

Yi Eok-gi (1561–1597). Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and a loyal ally of Yi. He is killed at Chilcheollyang.

Gwon Yul (1537–1599). Army Commander-in-Chief. Yi serves under him as a common soldier in 1597.

Yi Won-ik (1547–1634). The Chief Commissioner, a senior civil official who oversees the southern military districts.

Gwon Jun (1541–1611). Magistrate of Suncheon, one of Yi’s trusted officers in the early years.

Yi Ip-bu. A garrison commander who shares Yi Sun-sin’s name in Korean, written with different characters. Always called Yi Ip-bu here.

Chen Lin (about 1543–1607). Admiral of the Ming Chinese fleet that joins Yi in 1598.

Konishi Yukinaga (about 1555–1600). A Japanese general who commanded one of the invasion armies.

The surrendered Japanese. Japanese soldiers who surrendered to Korean forces and were held, questioned and sometimes put to work. They appear often, under their Korean transcriptions.


Timeline

All months are lunar. Years are Western.

1545. Yi Sun-sin is born in Hanyang (Seoul) and grows up in Asan.

1576. He passes the military examination.

1591, 2nd month. Appointed Left Naval Commander of Jeolla Province, based at Yeosu.

1592, 1st month. The diary begins.

1592, 4th month. A Japanese invasion fleet lands at Busan. The Imjin War begins.

1592, 5th month. First naval victory, at Okpo.

1592, 7th month. The great victory at Hansando. The diary for this month is lost.

1593, 8th month. Yi is appointed Naval Commander-in-Chief of the three southern provinces. His headquarters is on Hansando.

1597, 2nd month. Yi is dismissed and arrested.

1597, 4th month. He is released and sent to serve as a common soldier under General Gwon Yul. His mother dies.

1597, 7th month. Under Won Gyun, the Korean navy is destroyed at Chilcheollyang.

1597, 8th month. Yi is reinstated as Commander-in-Chief, with only a few ships left.

1597, 9th month. The battle of Myeongnyang.

1597, 10th month. Yi learns that his youngest son, Myeon, has been killed.

1598, 7th month. Admiral Chen Lin arrives with a Ming Chinese fleet.

1598, 8th month. The Japanese ruler Toyotomi Hideyoshi dies, and the Japanese begin to withdraw.

1598, 11th month, 17th day. The last entry of the diary.

1598, 11th month, 19th day. At the battle of Noryang, Yi Sun-sin is killed.

1795. The Yi Chungmugong jeonseo is printed, including the diary.


Map
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The southern coast of Korea. Places named in the diary.


Part I
The Year of Imjin
1592
Entries survive for the first through sixth months and the eighth month. This part holds 130 entries. Gaps in the diary are marked in the text. The great naval victories of the summer of 1592, among them Hansando, fall in a gap: no entries survive for the seventh month.



First Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 1

Clear. At dawn my brother Yeo-pil, my nephew Bong and my son Hoe came and we talked. This is the second New Year I have spent in the south, far from Mother, and the longing is more than I can bear.

Yi Gyeong-sin, a staff officer of the Provincial Army Commander, came bringing the Commander’s letter, New Year gifts, and long and short arrows among other things.

Day 2

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Talked with Kim In-bo.

Day 3

Clear. Went out to the government hall and inspected the special garrison troops. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and ports and sent them back.

Day 4

Clear. Attended to official business in the government hall.

Day 5

Clear. Carried on with official business in the rear government hall.

Day 6

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 7

Clear in the morning. From late in the day rain and snow fell by turns until night. My nephew Bong left for Asan.

The scholar from Namwon who is to carry the congratulatory address to the King arrived.

Day 8

Clear. Went out to the government hall of the guesthouse and attended to official business.

Day 9

Clear. After an early breakfast I went out to the government hall of the guesthouse, sealed the congratulatory address, and sent it off with a bow.

Day 10

Rain all day without a break. The new garrison commander of Bangdap arrived.

Day 11

Light rain all day. Late in the day I went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Yi Bong-su went to look at the quarry at Seonsaengwon and came back to report that holes had already been bored through seventeen large blocks of stone. About four fathoms of the moat outside the west gate have collapsed.

Talked with Sim Sa-rip.

Day 12

Dreary rain that would not clear. After the meal I went out to the government hall of the guesthouse and held an archery test to rank the best of the guard officers from this command and the various ports.

Day 13

Overcast in the morning. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 14

Clear. Attended to official business in the government hall, then shot at the target.

Day 15

Overcast but no rain. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King.

Day 16

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Local officials and clerks from the various counties came to pay their respects. The staff officer and clerk in charge of the Bangdap warships were flogged for failing to keep their ships in repair. Neither my deputy commander nor the acting commander had kept them in check, and so things came to this. Shocking beyond words. They do nothing but fatten themselves and care for nothing else — one can see well enough how things will go in the future.

Pak Mong-se, a local soldier living below the walls, went as a stonemason to the quarry at Seonsaengwon where the chain stones are being cut, and caused harm even to the neighbors’ dogs. I gave him eighty strokes of the rod.

Day 17

Clear. Cold as the depth of winter. In the morning I wrote letters to the Provincial Governor and to the deputy magistrate of Namwon.

In the evening I sent four boats to Seonsaengwon to bring back by sea the stones bored to take the iron chain. Kim Hyo-seong led them.

Day 18

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Yeodo’s ship number one went back. Sealed the report to the King on the archery prize winners, together with the list of men put forward for promotion in their stead, and sent them to the Governor’s headquarters.

Day 19

Clear. After official business in the government hall I mustered and inspected all the units.

Day 20

Clear, with a strong wind. Attended to official business in the government hall.

Day 21

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. The superintendent of the horse pastures came and stayed the night.

Day 22

Clear. In the morning the Gwangyang magistrate came to pay his respects.

Day 23

Clear. The anniversary of my second elder brother’s death, so I held no office. Sent back up to the capital the horse we had been keeping and raising for the Royal Stables.

Day 24

Clear. The anniversary of my eldest brother’s death, so I held no office. Read the Provincial Governor’s reply. He writes that his report asking to keep Yi Sung-go on as magistrate of Gobu has drawn criticism again and again, and so he has submitted his resignation.

Day 25

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business, then shot at the target.

Day 26

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business, then talked with the Heungyang and Suncheon magistrates.

Day 27

Clear. In the afternoon the Gwangyang magistrate came.

Day 28

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 29

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 30

Overcast but no rain. Warm as early summer. After official business in the government hall I shot at the target.


Second Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 1

At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. A misty drizzle fell for a while and cleared late in the day. Went down to the boat sheds and picked out planks fit for use. Just then a great shoal of young mullet had crowded into the harbor like a cloud, and we spread nets and took more than two thousand of them — a fine sight. Then I sat on a warship drinking wine and took in the new spring scenery with my deputy commander.

Day 2

Clear. Attended to official business in the government hall.

The iron chain was laid across the channel, and over eighty large and medium stones were brought in by boat.

Shot ten rounds at the target.

Day 3

Clear. At dawn my deputy commander set out by boat to make surprise inspections of the various ports.

After official business I shot at the target.

A man from Jeju fled with his children, six people in all, and landed on Geumodo. A Bangdap patrol boat caught them and brought them up to me, so I took their deposition, sent them to be held in Suncheon, and wrote out a dispatch about it.

This evening four stones for the beacon fire stand were brought up.

Day 4

Clear. After official business in the government hall I climbed North Peak to where the beacon tower has been built. It is very well built — there is no chance at all of it falling down. One can see how hard Yi Bong-su has worked. I spent the whole day looking out from there, came down toward evening, and walked along the moat to inspect it.

Day 5

Clear. After official business in the government hall I shot eighteen rounds at the target.

Day 6

Clear. A strong wind all day. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Two letters came from the Provincial Governor.

Day 7

Clear, with a strong wind. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. A formal notice came from Balpo that the new commander has taken up his post.

Day 8

Clear, and again a strong wind. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Today I received twenty-nine bolts of sailcloth for the turtle ship.

At noon I shot at the target. Jo I-rip and Byeon Jon-seo competed against each other, and Jo lost.

My deputy commander came back from Bangdap and spoke at length of how wholeheartedly Bangdap has been preparing its defenses.

A stone-pillar fire stand was set up in the courtyard of the government hall.

Day 9

Clear. At dawn Yi Won-ryong led a party of soldiers to Dolsando to cut long timbers for threading the iron chain.

Day 10

Misty drizzle, now bright, now dark. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Kim In-mun came back from the Governor’s headquarters. In the Governor’s letter I read that the interpreters had taken large bribes and made false reports to the Ming court, which has led to a request for troops. Not only that — China now suspects that our country is in some secret understanding with Japan. Such vicious treachery is utterly beyond reason. The interpreters have already been arrested and jailed, he says. I am shocked and outraged beyond words.

Day 11

Clear. After the meal I went out to the ships and mustered the newly recruited men.

Day 12

Clear and calm. After the meal I went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Then we moved to Haeundae, shot at the target, and watched a pheasant hunt — a thoroughly leisurely day. The staff officers all got up and danced, and Jo I-rip recited a quatrain. We came back as evening fell.

Day 13

Clear. A staff officer of the Right Navy Commander came. I sent back with him a hundred large and medium arrow shafts and fifty geun of iron.

Day 14

Clear. Sent two runners to Asan to ask after the family.

Day 15

Strong wind and rain. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Much of the newly built harbor ditch had collapsed, so I punished the stonemasons and had them build it again.

Day 16

Clear. After official business in the government hall I shot six rounds at the target. Mustered the incoming and outgoing shifts of soldiers.

Day 17

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office.

Day 18

Overcast.

Day 19

Clear. Set out on a tour of inspection. When I reached the horse-pasture superintendent’s place at Baegyagot, the Suncheon magistrate was there waiting with his younger brother, and some courtesans had come too. After the rain the mountain flowers were in full bloom — the beauty of the scene is hard to put into words. At dusk I reached Imokgumi, took a boat to Yeodo, and the Heungyang magistrate and the Yeodo post commander came out to meet me. Inspected the defenses. The Heungyang magistrate went ahead, as he has a memorial rite to perform tomorrow.

Day 20

Clear. In the morning I inspected the defense warships of every category; all were newly built, and the weapons too were in fairly good order. Late in the day I reached Heungyang. The mountain flowers on either side and the fragrant grass in the fields were like a painting. Could Yeongju, the fabled isle of the immortals, have looked any finer?

Day 21

Clear. After official business our host laid out a gathering and we shot at the target. Jeong, the assistant defense commander, came to see me as well, and Hwang Suk-do came too and we all got drunk together. Bae Su-rip joined us and shared the cups — a very happy time. We broke up late at night. I had Sin Hong-heon brew wine and share it out among the servants of the three ranks who had waited on me in the days before.

Day 22

In the morning, after official business, I went to Nokdo. Hwang Suk-do came along. First I stopped where the Heungyang warships are kept and inspected the ships and their gear myself. Then on to Nokdo, where I went straight up to the gate tower on the newly built peak. The view is the finest in the whole district. The fort captain’s care shows in every corner. The Heungyang magistrate, Hwang the Neungseong magistrate, the fort captain and I drank until we were drunk, and watched the cannon being fired. We lit candles and parted only after a long while.

Day 23

Overcast. Set sail late for Balpo, but a strong head wind blew and the boat could make no headway. With difficulty we reached Seongdu, where I left the boat and went on horseback. The rain came down hard, and everyone in the party, high and low, was soaked in the rain of blossoms. By the time we entered Balpo the day had already darkened.

Day 24

A fine rain filled the hills, and one could not see a foot ahead. I set out through the rain to Saryang at the foot of Mabuksan, took a boat, urged the oarsmen on, and reached Sado, where the Heungyang magistrate had already arrived. Inspected the warships. Night fell, so I stayed there.

Day 25

Overcast. There were faults in many parts of the war preparations, so I punished the staff officers and clerks. Had the garrison commander brought in, and sent the instructor away. Of the five ports its defenses were the worst, yet because the Provincial Governor had praised it in a report to the King, I could not bring him to account. Laughable. A strong head wind kept us from sailing, so I stayed on.

Day 26

Set sail early in the morning. At Gaeido the Yeodo boat and a welcoming boat from Bangdap were waiting for me. Reached Bangdap at dusk. After the official and private courtesies were done I inspected the weapons: not a single set of long or short arrows was fit for use. Worrying. The warships, though, were in passable order, which was a relief.

Day 27

Overcast. After finishing the inspection in the morning I climbed North Peak and studied the lay of the land. It is a lonely, exposed island, open to attack on every side, and the walls and moat are in very poor shape. Worrying, worrying. The garrison commander has done his best, but he has not yet had time to put proper works in place. What can be done? Late in the day I took a boat to Gyeongdo, where my brother Yeo-pil, I-rip, the staff officers and my deputy commander came out to meet me with a boatload of wine. We enjoyed ourselves together, and at sunset I went back to my headquarters.

Day 28

Overcast but no rain. After official business in the government hall I shot at the target.

Day 29

Clear, with a strong wind. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. A directive came from the Provincial Governor: the commander of the central division has been changed to the Suncheon magistrate. Deplorable.


Third Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 1

Performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. After the meal I mustered the special troops and the regular soldiers, and checked the outgoing shift and released them. After official business I shot ten rounds at the target.

Day 2

Overcast and windy. A state memorial day, so I held no office. A hundred monk-soldiers gathered stones.

Day 3

Rain on and on until evening. Today is a happy festival day, but with rain like this there was no going out to walk on the new spring grass. Sat in the government hall with Jo I-rip, my deputy commander and the staff officers, sharing cups and talking.

Day 4

Clear. In the morning I gave Jo I-rip a farewell send-off. Went out to the main hall of the guesthouse and attended to official business, then inspected the moat by the west gate and the sections where the wall has been built up. The monk-soldiers had been careless in gathering stones, so I had their head monk flogged. The runner sent to Asan to ask after the family came back, and I heard that Mother is well. Thank heaven, thank heaven.

Day 5

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. The staff officers shot at the target.

At dusk the guard officer who had gone up to the capital came back. He brought a letter from the Second State Councillor, Yu Seong-ryong, along with a book, the Revised Manual of Offense and Defense. Reading it, I found every matter — fighting at sea and on land, attack by fire, and more — discussed point by point. Truly a remarkable work, unmatched in any age.

Day 6

Clear. After breakfast I went out to my seat and inspected the weapons. Many of the bows, armor, helmets, arrow guides and swords were damaged, and a great many were not fit to be called weapons at all. I charged the clerks, the bowmakers and the supervisors.

Day 7

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Shot at the target.

Day 8

Rain on and on all day.

Day 9

Rain on and on all day. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 10

Clear and windy. After official business in the government hall I shot at the target.

Day 11

Clear.

Day 12

Clear. After the meal I went out to the ships and inspected the river transports from the capital. Took a boat out toward Sopo, but a strong east wind sprang up and with no oarsmen to manage it we turned back. Went straight to the government hall and shot ten rounds at the target.

Day 13

Overcast in the morning. A letter came from the Provincial Governor.

Day 14

Heavy rain all day. Early in the morning I set off for Suncheon to meet the Provincial Governor. The rain came down so hard I could not make out the road. With difficulty I reached Seonsaengwon and fed the horses, then went on to the plain at Haenongchang, where the water on the road was nearly three feet deep. I struggled through to the town, and in the evening the Governor and I caught up on all we had not been able to say.

Day 15

Overcast with a fine rain that stopped late in the day. Sat in the pavilion and shot at the target; the staff officers split into teams and shot against each other.

Day 16

Clear. The Suncheon magistrate laid on wine at Hwanseonjeong Pavilion, and we shot at the target as well.

Day 17

Clear. At dawn I took leave of the Provincial Governor, came to Seonsaengwon, fed the horses, and returned to my headquarters.

Day 18

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 19

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 20

Heavy rain. Late in the day I went out to the government hall, attended to official business, and went over the accounts of each office.

Suncheon had not finished its sweep of the islands by the deadline, so I questioned and charged the acting commander, the clerks and the chief instructor. As for Sado, I had sent a dispatch telling them to join at the appointed date, yet they say they made the sweep on their own — and, moreover, that within half a day they searched Inner and Outer Naro Island and Big and Little Pyeongdo and were back in port the same day. This is plainly a lie. I sent dispatches to Heungyang and Sado ordering an inquiry. I felt very unwell and went in early.

Day 21

Clear. I felt unwell and lay in pain all morning. Late in the day I went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 22

Clear. Sent my deputy commander and ten staff officers off in groups to dig a water channel below North Peak by the fortress. After the meal I went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 23

Overcast in the morning, clear later. After the meal I attended to official business in the government hall. Boseong had failed to deliver its planks on time, so I sent another order to have the clerk arrested and brought in. So Guk-jin, the messenger from Suncheon, got eighty strokes of the rod. The Provincial Governor’s letter said the Balpo post commander lacks the ability to lead troops and should be dealt with. I wrote back that for now he should not be replaced, but kept at his post to see to its defenses.

Day 24

A state memorial day, so I held no office. My deputy commander came back safely from his sweep of the islands. Song Hui-rip brought replies from the Provincial Governor and his deputy. In the Governor’s letter he quotes the Governor of Gyeongsang, who wrote that a letter had come from the lord of Tsushima saying he had already sent a ship, and that if it had not reached our country it must have been wrecked by the wind. Those words are vicious and deceitful in the extreme. Tsushima lies within sight of Dongnae across the water; such a thing is impossible, yet he dresses up his words like this. There is no fathoming his cunning, the Governor wrote.

Day 25

Clear, with a strong wind. After official business in the government hall I shot ten rounds at the target. The Gyeongsang Provincial Army Commander has gone straight to Namhae without stopping at Pyeongsanpo, I hear, so I wrote back to say how sorry I was not to have met him face to face. Inspected the newly built wall: about nine fathoms of it on the south side have collapsed.

Day 26

Clear. My deputy commander went to Namhae with Song Hui-rip.

Late in the day, after official business in the government hall, I shot fifteen rounds at the target.

Day 27

Clear and still. After an early breakfast I took a boat to Sopo and supervised the laying of the iron chain across the channel. I spent all day watching the posts for it being set up. I also tested the cannon on the turtle ship.

Day 28

Clear. Attended to official business in the government hall. Shot ten rounds at the target: in five rounds every arrow hit, in two rounds four hit, and in three rounds three hit.

Day 29

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. The runner sent to Asan to ask after the family came back, and I heard that Mother is well. Thank heaven, thank heaven.


Fourth Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 1

Overcast. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. After official business I shot fifteen rounds at the target. Mustered the special auxiliary defense troops.

Day 2

Clear. After the meal I felt very unwell, and the pain grew steadily worse. I groaned all day and through the night.

Day 3

Clear. Dizzy and weak; I suffered all night.

Day 4

Clear. In the morning it seemed at last to ease a little.

Day 5

Clear. A little rain late in the day. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 6

Clear. Went out to Jinhaeru Pavilion and attended to official business, then had the staff officers shoot at the target. Gave my brother Yeo-pil a farewell send-off.

Day 7

A state memorial day, so I held no office. Mid-morning a secret dispatch arrived from the Border Defense Council, based on reports to the King from the Governor of Gyeongsang and the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander.

Day 8

Overcast but no rain. In the morning I sealed up the things I am sending to Mother. Late in the day Yeo-pil left. Sitting alone by the window of my lodging, my mind was full of a thousand thoughts.

Day 9

Overcast in the morning, clear later. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Signed and sent off the papers confirming that Bang Eung-won has reported for garrison duty.

The staff officers shot at the target. The Gwangyang magistrate came by boat about the sweep of the islands and took his leave at dusk.

Day 10

Clear. After the meal I went out to the government hall and attended to official business. Shot ten rounds at the target.

Day 11

Overcast in the morning, clear later. After official business I shot at the target.

Nam Han, a staff officer, brought a letter and a separate memorandum from the Provincial Governor.

We began making cloth sails.

Day 12

Clear. After the meal I boarded ship and we fired the ji and hyeon cannon on the turtle ship.

Nam Han, the Provincial Governor’s staff officer, looked things over and left.

At noon I moved to the government hall and shot ten rounds at the target. On the way up to the office I looked at the stone platforms along the road.

Day 13

Clear. After official business in the government hall I shot fifteen rounds at the target.

Day 14

Clear. After official business in the government hall I shot ten rounds at the target.

Day 15

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Wrote my reply and a separate memorandum to the Provincial Governor and had a post rider gallop off with them at once.

At sunset a circular came from Won Gyun, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy: more than ninety Japanese ships had come out and anchored off Jeolyeongdo, in front of Busan. At the same moment another dispatch from him arrived, saying that more than three hundred and fifty enemy ships had already reached the far side of Busan harbor. I at once sent an urgent report to the King and also sent word to the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Army Commander and the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy. A dispatch to the same effect came from the Governor of Gyeongsang as well.

Day 16

In the second watch of the night a dispatch came from the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy: the great fortress of Busan has already fallen. I could not contain my anger and grief. At once I sent an urgent report to the King and dispatches to the three provinces.

Day 17

Overcast with rain, clearing late. The Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander sent a dispatch: after taking Busan, the Japanese have stayed there and not withdrawn. Late in the day I shot five rounds at the target. Sailors kept on from the last shift and sailors who had rushed in to answer the call arrived at their posts one after another.

Day 18

Overcast in the morning. Early in the morning I went out to the government hall and attended to official business. A dispatch came from the Provincial Governor: the Balpo post commander has been dismissed, and I am to appoint an acting commander and send him. So that same day I appointed Na Dae-yong and sent him.

In the early afternoon a dispatch came from the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy: Dongnae has fallen too, and the magistrates of Yangsan and Ulsan, who had gone into the fortress as assistant defense commanders, were defeated with it. My anger and grief are beyond words. The Provincial Army Commander and the naval commander led their troops up behind Dongnae and then suddenly turned back, it is said — more painful still.

In the evening the Suncheon military officer leading the troops had stayed behind at Seokbochang and failed to hand his men over, so I had him seized and locked up.

Day 19

Clear. In the morning I assigned staff officers to the digging of the defensive pits. After an early breakfast I went up onto the east gate and oversaw the pit work myself. In the afternoon I inspected the upper parapet. Today seven hundred men who had rushed in to answer the call were mustered and put to work.

Day 20

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. A dispatch came from the Governor of Gyeongsang: the great enemy force is raging, no one can stand against its spearhead, and it drives on from victory to victory as if through an empty land. He says he has asked the King in a report that I be ordered to ready my warships and come to his aid.

Day 21

Clear. Sat at the archery ground and gave orders for posting soldiers in line along the walls. In the afternoon the Suncheon magistrate came at a gallop, received his instructions for the plan we agreed on, and left.

Day 22

At dawn I sent staff officers to make surprise checks of the lookout posts. Bae Eung-rok went to Jeolgapdo and Song Seong to Geumodo. I also sent Yi Gyeong-bok, Song Han-ryeon and Kim In-mun, each with fifty men, to bring down timber for the watchtower on Dolsando. The rest of the men went to work on the defensive pits.

[text missing: Days 23–30 of this month.]


Fifth Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 1

The fleet assembled in the waters off the base. Overcast today but no rain, and a strong south wind. I sat in Jinhaeru Pavilion and called in the Bangdap garrison commander, the Heungyang magistrate and the Nokdo fort captain. All of them burned with indignation and had no thought for their own lives. True men of honor.

Day 2

Clear. Song Han-ryeon came back from Namhae and reported that the Namhae magistrate, the Mijohang garrison commander, and the commanders at Sangjupo, Gokpo and Pyeongsanpo had all fled the moment they heard the Japanese were coming, and their weapons and supplies had been scattered until nothing was left. Shocking, shocking.

At noon I boarded ship, went out to sea and drew up the fleet in formation. When I gave my commanders their orders, all of them seemed eager to go — only the Nagan magistrate seemed to want to avoid it. Deplorable. But there is military law; even if he wants to slip away, how could he? In the evening three reinforcement ships from Bangdap came back and anchored in the waters off the base. The watchword was “Dragon-Tiger”; for the ambush parties, “Mountain-Water.”

Day 3

A fine rain all morning. I called in the commander of the central division, agreed with him that we would sail at dawn tomorrow, and at once wrote my report to the King. Today Hwang Ok-cheon, a sailor from Yeodo, ran away and hid in his own house. He was caught, beheaded, and his head displayed.

Day 4

Clear. At first light we set sail and went straight to the waters off Mijohang, where I gave my orders again. We went by way of Gaeido, past Pyeongsanpo, Sangjupo and Mijohang.

[text missing: Days 5–28 of this month.]

Day 29

Clear. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, had not come, so I led my commanders out alone. We sailed at dawn and went straight to Noryang, where Won Gyun, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, came and joined us. I asked where the enemy ships were anchored, and was told they were at the boat landing at Sacheon, so we went straight there. The Japanese had already gone ashore and set up a camp on the peak, with their ships moored in a line below it, and they fought back very stubbornly. I urged my commanders to charge all together. Arrows poured down like rain, and every kind of cannon roared like wind and thunder. The enemy fell back in fear. Who knows how many hundreds were struck by arrows. We took many Japanese heads and burned and destroyed thirteen ships. My staff officer Na Dae-yong was hit by a bullet. I too was hit by a bullet in the top of my left shoulder; it went right through to my back, but the wound was not serious.


Sixth Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 1

Clear. Lay in formation through the night in the waters behind Saryang.

Day 2

Clear. We set out in the morning and went straight to the boat landing at Dangpo, where more than twenty enemy ships were anchored in a line. We closed in around them and fought. One big ship was the size of one of our panokseon battleships, with a tower built on deck some twenty feet high, and on top of it a Japanese commander sat bolt upright and did not move. We let fly at him like rain with short arrows and large and medium seungja guns, and the Japanese commander was hit by an arrow and fell. All the Japanese scattered at once in panic. Our officers and men all shot together into the mass of them; those who fell under the arrows were past counting. We wiped them out to the last man.

Soon afterward more than twenty big Japanese ships came in from Busan in a line across the sea. When they saw our fleet they fled into Gaedo.

Day 3

Clear. In the morning I again spurred on my commanders, and we attacked Gaedo from both sides, but the enemy had already broken and fled, and not one was left anywhere around. I wanted to go on toward Goseong and the rest of that area, but our force was too small and weak. I spent the night there, angry and frustrated.

Day 4

Clear. I waited and waited for Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, to come. At noon he arrived under full sail with his commanders. Every officer and man in our fleet leapt for joy. We joined our forces, went over our orders again, and spent the night at Chakporyang.

Day 5

Set out in the morning and reached Danghangpo in Goseong. There was a big Japanese ship the size of a panokseon, with a towering pavilion on deck where the enemy commander sat, along with twelve medium ships and twenty small ones. We rammed and smashed them all at once. Those killed by arrows were past counting. We took the heads of seven Japanese officers, and the rest of the Japanese went ashore and ran. Few of them were left. Our men’s spirits soared.

Day 6

Clear.

Day 7

Clear. We set out in the morning to look for enemy ships and reached the waters off Yeongdeung, where we heard enemy ships were at Yulpo. I sent the ambush boats that way, but five enemy ships spotted our fleet first and fled toward the open sea to the south. All our ships gave chase at once and caught them. Kim Wan, the Sado garrison commander, captured one ship whole; my deputy commander Yi Mong-gu captured one ship whole; and Jeong Un, the Nokdo fort captain, captured one ship whole. In all, thirty-six Japanese heads.

Day 8

Clear. Stayed at anchor out at sea with Yi Eok-gi, the Right Navy Commander.

Day 9

Clear. We went straight to Cheonseong and Gadeok, but there was not a single enemy ship. We searched again and again, then turned the fleet back to Dangpo and spent the night. Before daybreak we sailed to the waters off Mijohang, where I talked with the Right Navy Commander.

Day 10

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 11 of this month to Day 23 of the eighth month.]


Eighth Month
Year of Imjin · 1592

Day 24

Clear. In the late afternoon we set sail, pressed the oarsmen hard, and dropped anchor in the waters behind Noryang. In the third watch of the night we rowed on by moonlight and reached Mosarangpo in Sacheon. The eastern sky was already growing light, and the dawn fog closed in on every side so thick that we could not see a foot ahead.

Day 25

Clear. The fog lifted in the early morning, and we passed through the waters off Samcheon and had nearly reached Dangpo when Won Gyun, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, tied his boat alongside mine and we talked. In the late afternoon we anchored at Dangpo and spent the night.

Day 26

Clear. We rowed on to Gyeonnaeryang and stopped the ships there, and I talked with the Right Navy Commander. The Suncheon magistrate came too. In the evening we moved the ships to the waters off Gakhosa Temple and spent the night.

Day 27

Clear. After talking things over with Won Gyun, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, we moved the ships to Chillaedo in Geoje. Yi Jong-in, the Ungcheon magistrate, came and talked; I heard he had taken thirty-five Japanese heads. At dusk we crossed past Jepo and Seowonpo. It was already the second watch of the night, and a cold west wind was blowing. Far from home, my heart was uneasy.

Day 28

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 29 of this month to the first month of 1593.]


Part II
The Year of Gyesa
1593
Entries survive for the second and third months and the fifth through ninth months. This part holds 185 entries. Gaps in the diary are marked in the text.



Second Month
Year of Gyesa · 1593

Day 1

Rain all day without letup. The commanders of Balpo, Yeodo and Suncheon arrived and joined us. Choe I, a guard officer of Balpo, had broken military law twice, so I had him executed.

Day 2

Cleared late. Ships from Nokdo under its acting commander, from Sado, Heungyang and elsewhere came in. The Nagan magistrate arrived as well.

Day 3

Clear. The commanders had nearly all gathered, but Boseong alone had not arrived. Deplorable. From around eight in the evening a great storm of wind and rain blew up, and the ships barely managed to keep one another safe.

Day 4

Cleared late. Nine arm-spans of the eastern side of the wall collapsed. I went out to the government hall of the guesthouse and attended to official business. Around six in the evening the rain came down hard and did not stop all night, and the wind was savage too. The ships barely managed to keep one another safe.

Day 5

It was Gyeongchip, the day the insects wake, so I performed the rite to the war banner. Rain poured down, clearing late. After breakfast I went out to the central hall and attended to official business. The Boseong magistrate had ridden through the night overland to get here. I had him brought in and charged with missing the deadline, and punished the officer he had sent in his place. That evening Yi Eon-hyeong asked leave to go home.

Day 6

Overcast in the morning, clear later. At first light we launched the ships and hoisted sail. Around noon a headwind blew for a while. At dusk we reached Saryang and stayed the night.

Day 7

Clear. Set out at dawn and went straight to Gyeonnaeryang, where Won Gyun, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, had already arrived ahead of us. Gi Suk-heum came to see me, and Yi Yeong-nam and Yi Yeo-nyeom came too.

Day 8

Clear. In the morning Won Gyun came to my ship. He railed bitterly at Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, for being late, and said he would set off ahead of him right now. I pressed him hard to wait, and we agreed that Yi would arrive by midday today. Around noon, sure enough, Yi came in under full sail, and there was not a man in the whole fleet who did not leap for joy at the sight. We set sail around four in the afternoon and reached Oncheondo at the first watch of the night.

Day 9

Heavy rain all day. Stayed where we were and did not set out.

Day 10

Overcast in the morning, clear later. Set sail at dawn and went straight to Ungpo in Ungcheon, where enemy ships lay moored in a row. Twice we tried to lure them out, but they had already learned to fear our fleet and would only dart out and dart back, so in the end we could not catch and destroy them. Bitter, bitter fury. At the second watch of the night we returned to Sojinpo behind Yeongdeung, anchored, and spent the night.

Day 11

Overcast. Rested the troops and stayed put.

Day 12

Overcast in the morning, clear later. The fleets of all three provinces set out together at dawn and went straight to Ungpo in Ungcheon. The enemy was just as yesterday. We advanced and fell back to lure them out, but they never came out to sea. Twice we gave chase, and both times we failed to catch and destroy them. Bitter, bitter fury. At the first watch we reached Chilcheondo. Heavy rain came down and did not stop all night.

Day 13

Pouring rain. To plan the attack, I called in the commanders of Suncheon, Gwangyang and Bangdap and talked it over. Jeong Dam-su came to see me.

Day 14

Clear. Early in the morning a scout boat came from headquarters. After breakfast I gathered the three provinces to settle our plans, but the Gyeongsang naval commander stayed away, saying he was ill, so I made the agreement alone with the commanders of Jeolla Left and Right. My deputy commander, however, got drunk and talked wild nonsense. How can I begin to describe how absurd it was? Jeong Dam-su, fort captain of Eoran, and Gang Eung-pyo, fort captain of Namdo, were no better. At the very moment we have agreed to strike this great enemy, to drink so recklessly! What sort of men are they? My fury knows no bounds. Jeon Eung-rin, garrison commander of Gadeok, came to see me.

Day 15

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening. The weather was mild and warm, without a breath of wind. Set up a target and practiced archery. The Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates came, as did Yi Yeo-nyeom, fort captain of Saryang, Yi Yeong-nam of Sobipo, and U Chi-jeok of Yeongdeung. That day the Provincial Inspector sent a dispatch saying that the Ming court is sending a fleet as well, and that we should know this in advance and make arrangements. At dusk Won Gyun came to see me.

Day 16

Clear. A strong wind in the late morning. In the afternoon Yi Eok-gi of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me, and so did the Suncheon magistrate and the Bangdap garrison commander. At the second watch of the night Sin Hwan and Kim Dae-bok arrived bearing two royal edicts and a dispatch from the Deputy Chief Commissioner. They also brought word that the Ming troops had struck straight at Songdo, and were to fall upon the enemy in the capital on the sixth of this month.

Day 17

Overcast but no rain. East wind all day. Yi Yeong-nam, Heo Jeong-eun, Jeong Dam-su, Gang Eung-pyo and others came to see me. In the afternoon I went to see Yi Eok-gi, and also met Seong Eon-gil, the newly appointed Jindo magistrate. Yi and I went together to Won Gyun’s ship, but on hearing that a royal messenger was on his way with an order from the King, we rowed hard back to our camp. On the way we met the messenger carrying his tally of authority, brought him aboard, and received the order: we were to hurry to the enemy’s line of retreat and cut down the Japanese as they fled. I wrote out the formal acknowledgment of receipt at once. It was already the fourth watch of the night.

Day 18

Clear. Early in the morning the fleet moved to Ungcheon. The enemy’s position was as before. I made the Sado garrison commander leader of an ambush force, and he took the Yeodo fort captain, the acting commander of Nokdo, the left and right special commanders, the left and right assault commanders, two ships from Gwangyang, the acting commander of Heungyang, two ships from Bangdap and others, and lay hidden at Songdo. When the other ships drew the enemy out, more than ten enemy ships came out after them. As five Gyeongsang ambush ships darted ahead in pursuit, our hidden ships charged in, surrounded the enemy and poured every kind of fire into them. The Japanese dead were beyond counting. The enemy’s spirit was badly broken, and they did not come out to fight again. At sunset we returned to Sahwarang.

Day 19

Clear. A strong west wind blew up and we could not put out, so we stayed in position at Sahwarang.

The Namhae magistrate came to see me, and Go Yeo-u and Yi Hyo-ga came too.

Day 20

Clear. Put out at dawn. An east wind blew for a while, and just as we engaged the enemy a gale suddenly sprang up. The ships crashed into one another and broke, and we could hardly control them. I at once had the conch horn blown and the recall flag raised to break off the fight, and thanks to that the ships escaped serious damage. Returned to Sojinpo and spent the night.

That day a herd of deer ran about to east and west, and the Suncheon magistrate caught one and sent it over.

Day 21

Overcast with strong wind. Yi Yeong-nam and Yi Yeo-nyeom came to see me. Won Gyun came as well, and so did the Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates.

Rain began in the evening and stopped at the third watch.

Day 22

Before dawn the clouds were dark and a strong east wind blew. But the attack could not wait, so we set out and went to Sahwarang to wait for the wind. When it seemed to drop, we rowed hard to Ungcheon. I sent the two warrior-monk commanders and the volunteer leader Seong Eung-ji to Jepo to make as if to land there. From the ships of the Right Province commanders I picked out the weaker ones and sent them to the east side, also to feign a landing. While the Japanese ran about in confusion, our warships charged straight in together. The enemy, split and weakened, was very nearly wiped out. But two ships from Balpo and two from Garipo charged in without orders, ran aground in the shallow narrows, and the enemy seized the chance. The anger and pain of it made me feel my gut would split. Soon after, the command ship of Jindo was surrounded by the enemy and seemed beyond rescue, but my deputy commander went straight in and brought it out. The Gyeongsang Left Wing commander and Right Division commander saw it all and looked away, and never turned back to help. Their conduct is beyond words. Bitter, bitter fury. How can I ever say all the anger of this day? It is all the doing of the Gyeongsang naval commander. Hoisted sail and returned to Sojinpo for the night.

Letters from my nephews Noe and Bun in Asan reached me at the Ungcheon battleground, and a letter from Mother came too.

Day 23

Overcast. Won Gyun came to see me. His viciousness and treachery are beyond words.

Choe Cheon-bo came down from Yanghwa and gave me a detailed account of the Ming troops, and also delivered a letter from the Royal Inspector of Supplies.

Day 24

Clear. Before dawn I wrote letters to Onyang and Asan, and letters home, and sent them off.

In the morning we set out and reached the waters off Yeongdeung, but heavy rain came down and we could not go on, so we turned back to Chilcheollyang.

Day 25

Clear. The wind was against us, so we stayed at Chilcheollyang.

Day 26

Strong wind. Stayed put all day.

Day 27

Clear but very windy. Met and talked with Yi Eok-gi.

Day 28

Clear and windless. Set out at dawn and reached Gadeok. The enemy at Ungcheon had shrunk back and showed no sign of coming out to fight. Our ships headed straight for Doksarihang at the lower end of the Gimhae River. The Right Division reported trouble, so the ships hoisted sail, hurried over and surrounded a small island. There two boats, one carrying a staff officer of the Gyeongsang naval commander and the other a scout boat of the Gadeok garrison commander, were slipping in and out among the islands and behaving very suspiciously. I had them tied up and sent to Won Gyun, who flew into a rage. In truth, his whole purpose had been to send his officer out to hunt for the heads of fishermen.

At the first watch my son Ul came. Spent the night at Sahwarang.

Day 29

Overcast. Fearing foul winds, I moved the ships to Chilcheollyang. Yi Eok-gi came to see me, and so did Won Gyun.

Day 30

Rain all day without letup. Sat huddled under the ship’s awning.


Third Month
Year of Gyesa · 1593

Day 1

Briefly clear, rain in the evening. The Bangdap garrison commander came. The Suncheon magistrate was ill and could not come.

Day 2

Rain all day without letup. I sat huddled under the ship’s awning, a hundred thoughts pressing on my heart, my mind in turmoil. Yi Yeong-nam and Yi Yeo-nyeom came, and from them I heard of Won Gyun’s misconduct. Lamentable, lamentable.

Day 3

Rain in the morning. Today is the spring festival of walking on the new grass, yet the vicious enemy will not withdraw and lingers at sea with his troops, and I have heard nothing of whether the Ming troops have entered the capital. How can I put my frustration into words?

Day 4

At last it cleared. I hear that the Ming general Li Rusong reached Songdo, but on hearing that the enemy on the northern road had crossed the Seolhallyeong Pass, he turned back to Pyeongan in the northwest. I cannot bear the anger and frustration of it.

Day 5

Clear. The wind was very rough. The Suncheon magistrate was going home because of his illness, so in the morning I saw him myself and sent him off.

A scout boat came. We agreed together to attack the enemy tomorrow.

Day 6

Clear. Set out at dawn and reached Ungcheon. The enemy fled onto land and formed up halfway up the hillside. My staff officers and others rained musket balls and short arrows on them, and very many were killed. We took back a woman from Sacheon who had been captured. Spent the night at Chilcheollyang.

Day 7

Clear. Talked with Yi Eok-gi. Put out in the early evening, and by the time we reached Geolmangpo it was already dawn.

Day 8

Clear. Returned to Hansando. After breakfast the Gwangyang and Nagan magistrates and the Bangdap garrison commander came. Bangdap and Gwangyang brought wine and food with them. Yi Eok-gi came too. The Eoran fort captain also sent over a few cuts of beef.

Steady rain in the evening.

Day 9

Overcast with rain all day. Won Sik came to see me.

Day 10

Clear. Headed for Saryang. A man from Nagan arrived from the King’s temporary court and reported that the Ming troops had already reached Songdo, but that it had rained day after day and the roads were mud, making it hard to move the army; once the weather cleared they would enter the capital and settle matters. Hearing this, I could have leapt for joy.

Garrison commander Yi Hong-myeong came to see me.

Day 11

Clear. A scout boat came from headquarters.

Day 12

Clear. In the morning I wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and sent them back.

My son Ul, Na Dae-yong and Kim In-mun went back to headquarters.

After breakfast I played baduk with Yi Eok-gi.

Day 13

Heavy rain, clearing in the late morning. Played baduk with Yi Eok-gi and garrison commander Yi Hong-myeong.

Day 14

Clear. Sent the ships off. Timber for shipbuilding was brought in.

Day 15

Clear. Held an archery contest with Yi Eok-gi and the commanders, an old way of testing a man’s character. My commanders won most of the rounds. Yi Eok-gi brought rice cakes and wine.

Day 16

Cleared late. The commanders shot at the target again, and again mine won.

Day 17

Clear. A strong wind all day. Sin Gyeong-hwang came and told me that a royal messenger carrying an order from the King was coming to headquarters.

Day 18

Clear. A strong wind all day; no one dared go out or come in. Gi Hyo-geun, the Namhae magistrate, came to see me.

Day 19

Steady rain. Talked with Yi Eok-gi.

Day 20

Clear. In the afternoon I heard that a royal messenger was coming with an order from the King.

Day 21

Clear.

Day 22

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 23 of this month to the end of the fourth month.]


Fifth Month
Year of Gyesa · 1593

Day 1

Clear. At dawn I performed the rite of bowing toward the distant King.

Day 2

Clear. The royal messenger Yi Chun-yeong arrived with an order from the King. In short, we were to cut off and destroy the fleeing enemy.

That day the commanders of Boseong and Balpo came and joined us. The other commanders had put back the appointed date and did not come.

Day 3

Clear. Yi Eok-gi arrived with his fleet and joined us, but many of his ships had fallen behind. Deplorable, deplorable.

Yi Chun-yeong went back, and Yi Sun-il came.

Day 4

Clear. Today is Mother’s birthday, yet I could not go to offer her a cup of wine for her long life. It is a regret I will carry all my life.

Day 5

Clear. The royal messenger Yi Sun-il came back from Gyeongsang.

Late in the day I had the staff officers split into sides and shoot at the target.

Day 6

In the morning Sin Jeong, a relative by marriage, came from Haepo with my nephew Bong.

Later a heavy rain poured down and did not stop all day. The streams and ditches rose, and all at once the farmers had what they had been hoping for. A blessing, a blessing.

Day 7

Overcast but no rain. I ate with Yi Eok-gi, then boarded and headed for Mijohang. A strong east wind rose, the waves were like mountains, and we only just managed to anchor.

Day 8

Overcast but no rain. Set out at dawn and reached the open water off Saryang, where the fort captain came out to meet us. When I asked where the Gyeongsang naval commander was, he said Won Gyun was at Changsindo but had not gathered his men and had not yet boarded his ships. I went straight on to Dangpo, where Yi Yeong-nam came to see me and told me in detail of the commander’s many follies.

Day 9

Overcast. Set out in the morning and reached Geolmangpo. The wind was against us. Sat with Yi Eok-gi and the Garipo garrison commander and talked over military matters.

In the evening Won Gyun came and joined us with two ships.

Day 10

Overcast but no rain. Put out in the morning, reached Gyeonnaeryang, and inspected the Heungyang troops.

The royal messenger Go Se-chung came with an order from the King. In short, we were to go and attack the enemy who had pulled back to Busan.

In the evening Yi Ui-deuk, deputy commander of the Gyeongsang navy, came to see me.

Day 11

Clear. The royal messenger went back.

The men sent from Yeongdeung to spy on the enemy came back and reported that no fewer than two hundred enemy ships lay at anchor in the open sea off Gadeok, and that the enemy was still moving in and out of Ungcheon as before.

Day 12

Clear. A scout boat came in from headquarters.

Sent the newly made guns of refined iron to the Border Defense Council.

Seong Mun-gae, a royal messenger who had come from Gyeongsang, came to see me. I gave him a black-horn bow and target arrows before sending him off, since he is the son-in-law of Yi Il.

At dawn I picked scouts from the Left and Right provinces and sent them to Yeongdeung and nearby places.

Day 13

Clear. Set up a target on top of a small peak and held a contest with the commanders, split into sides. At dusk I went back down to the ship. Moonlight over the sea filled the boat, and a hundred worries pressed on my heart. I sat alone, tossing and turning, and only dozed off when the cocks crowed.

Day 14

Clear. Two royal messengers, Park Jin-jong and a royal kinsman titled Lord of Yeongsan, arrived together with an order from the King. From them I heard what the Ming troops had been doing, and it pained and angered me. I moved over to Yi Eok-gi’s ship and we talked, and served the messengers several rounds of wine. Then Won Gyun, the Gyeongsang naval commander, came and made a drunken scene, and every officer and man on that ship was shocked and angry. His lies and slanders are beyond words. That evening the two messengers went back.

Day 15

Clear. In the morning the Nagan magistrate came to see me.

Yun Dong-gu came, bringing the draft of his commander Won Gyun’s report to the King. Its lies and slanders are beyond words.

In the late morning my nephew Hae and my son Ul arrived together with Yun Je-hyeon, a minor official.

Day 16

Clear. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and sent them back.

My nephew Hae and my son Hoe went home.

I felt very unwell and lay on my pillow groaning. I hear that the Ming general is lingering halfway along the road; there must be some clever scheme behind it. I have many worries for the country. When everything goes like this, I can only sigh all the more, and my tears flow.

Around noon I heard through Yun Je-hyeon that my aunt of Gwan-dong had fled the fighting to Cheoncheon in Yangju and died there. I could not hold back my tears. Why must the times be so cruel? Who will see to her funeral and burial? I hear that Dae-jin had already died before her, which makes it all the more grievous.

Day 17

Clear. A strong wind at dawn. Byeon Jon-seo went home because of illness.

Won Gyun sent a staff officer to show me an urgent report from Jinju. It said that Commander Li of the Ming army was then at Chungju, and that the enemy had scattered in all directions, burning and plundering. Bitter, bitter fury.

A strong wind all day, and my mind was in turmoil. The Goseong magistrate sent a staff officer to ask after me, with a gift of autumn-dew liquor, a string of beef and a pot of honey. As I am in mourning, I felt uneasy accepting them, but since they came from heartfelt kindness, it would not have been right to send them back, so I gave them to my staff officers. I felt very unwell and went early to my cabin.

Day 18

Clear. Early in the morning I felt very unwell and took four Onbaegwon pills. After a while my bowels moved freely and I felt somewhat better.

My servant Mok-nyeon arrived from Haepo, and I heard that Mother is well. I wrote a reply at once and sent him back, and sent five bundles of seaweed home.

The Jeonju magistrate sent a dispatch saying that he now also holds the command as Provincial Inspector, but it bore no official seal. I do not know why.

The lookouts at Daegeumsan, Yeongdeung and elsewhere came to report that the Japanese were moving about, but that there was no sign of any major scheme.

Day 19

Clear. The Provincial Inspector sent a dispatch saying that, following the written order of the Ming general, he had already gone to block the mouth of Busan harbor.

The Yeongdeung lookouts came to report nothing unusual.

Day 20

Clear. The lookouts came to report no sign of Japanese ships.

Day 21

Put out at dawn and reached the open water by Yujado off Geoje. The Daegeumsan lookouts came forward to report that the enemy was moving in and out as before. Won Gyun has sent a dispatch full of falsehoods and thrown the whole fleet into confusion. Such deceit within the army! His wickedness is beyond words.

Day 22

Steady rain, to everyone’s great relief. In the late morning Na Dae-yong arrived from headquarters with a written notice from Vice Minister Song of Ming. It said that Song was sending an envoy to inspect our warships. I at once chose my deputy commander and sent him out to meet the envoy, and sent Na Dae-yong to pay our formal respects.

Day 23

Overcast at dawn but no rain. Later, showers on and off. A staff officer of the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander came to report on the enemy, and also delivered a letter from the Jeolla Provincial Army Commander. It said they wished to launch a combined attack on the enemy at Changwon, but the enemy was too strong for them to advance lightly.

In the evening my son Hoe came and told me that the Ming officer had reached headquarters and was coming in by ship. Won Gyun came to discuss how to receive him.

Day 24

Showers on and off. In the morning I moved our position to the mouth of Chilcheollyang in front of Geoje. Na Dae-yong had gone to meet the Ming officer in the waters behind Saryang, and came ahead to tell us that the officer was coming with the interpreter Pyo Heon and the royal messenger Mok Gwang-heum. Around two in the afternoon the Ming officer, Yang Fu, reached the gate of our camp. I sent Yi Seol, my right special commander, out to welcome him and bring him to my ship. He looked very pleased. He asked to come aboard my ship and gave thanks again and again for the Emperor’s grace. I invited him to sit across from me, but he firmly declined and would not sit. We talked standing for some time, and he praised the strength of our fleet at length. When I presented him with gifts, he seemed at first to refuse firmly, then accepted, and thanked me warmly again and again.

My son Hoe went back to headquarters during the night.

Day 25

Clear. In the morning I called the interpreter Pyo Heon again and asked what the Ming general intended. He said no one could tell what the general meant to do; he only wanted to drive the Japanese out and send them home. He also reported that Vice Minister Song had wanted to learn the true strength of our fleet and so sent Yang Fu, one of his own scouts, and that Song would be delighted beyond measure to hear the fleet was so strong. Later in the morning the Ming officer went back to headquarters. Around noon I moved our position to the mouth of Yujado in front of Geoje county and discussed military matters with Yi Eok-gi.

After the first watch two Ming men who had come from Gyeongsang, a clerk from the office of the Gyeongsang Right Governor, and a staff officer of the official in charge of receiving the Ming arrived at the gate of our camp, but it was late at night and they did not come in.

Day 26

Steady rain. In the morning I met the Ming man. He was Wang Jingde, a gunner from Zhejiang. He knew a few written characters and we talked, but at times I could not make out what he meant. A pity.

From the second watch a gale blew up and none of the ships could hold their place. First my ship collided with Yi Eok-gi’s, and we barely pulled clear. Then we struck the ship of the Balpo commander, and were nearly damaged and broken, but just escaped. I hear the escort boat Song Han-ryeon was aboard was rammed by the Balpo ship and badly damaged in many places.

In the morning Won Gyun came to see me.

Yi Bin, the Border Defense Commissioner, sent a dispatch full of overblown words. Laughable.

Day 27

Because of the battering from wind and rain, I moved our position to Yujado. Three escort boats had gone missing, but they came in later in the day.

A reply came from the Gyeongsang Provincial Army Commander, and a letter from the Jeolla Provincial Army Commander as well. They said that because the gloomy rain would not lift, they had not yet been able to advance against the enemy at Changwon.

Day 28

Rain all day without letup. The man from Gwangyang came back with the King’s replies to my reports. The Gwangyang magistrate is to stay in his post; Im Bal-yeong, the inspector in charge of grain transport, is to be investigated and punished; and on the matter of levying soldiers from the kin of deserters, the order is to carry on as before.

Day 29

Steady rain. Byeon Yu-heon, Yi Su and others came.

Day 30

Rain all day without letup. Around four in the afternoon it cleared briefly, then rained again. The ship of Gi Hyo-geun, the Namhae magistrate, anchored beside mine. He had a young woman aboard and was afraid someone would find out. Laughable. At a time when the country is in such peril, to carry a pretty girl on his ship! What a disgraceful state of mind. Disgraceful. But his commander, Won Gyun, is just the same. What can be done? What can be done?

In the evening Jo Bung came and we talked.
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Day 1

In the morning the scout boat came in. Mother’s letter said she is well — a great relief. Letters from my son and my nephew Bong came with it.

Jeong, Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, came over, and we talked at our ease.

Day 2

Clear. In the morning I wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the home base and sent them back.

Gang Yong-su of Onyang reached the fleet, sent in his name card, and came to see me.

Gu U-gyeong of Garipo came and talked for a good while.

Day 3

Clear at dawn; heavy rain later. Replies came from the Provincial Governor, the Border Defense Commissioner, the Provincial Army Commander and the Defense Commissioner. They say the troops and horses of each province number no more than five thousand at most, and provisions have nearly run out. Meanwhile the enemy grows more savage by the day. Everything is like this. What can be done? What can be done?

Day 4

Rain all day. Before breakfast the Suncheon magistrate came. After breakfast Commander Jeong of the Chungcheong Navy, Yi Hong-myeong and the Gwangyang magistrate came. We talked military matters all day.

Day 5

Rain all day. The wind was so fierce that the ships could barely keep one another safe.

The Gyeongsang naval commander sent a dispatch saying the enemy at Ungcheon might be moving into Gamdongpo, and that we should go in and attack together. His scheming is laughable.

Day 6

Showers and sun by turns. The Boseong magistrate has been replaced; I hear Kim Ui-geom is to take over.

In the evening the messenger from the base came and said Mother is well.

Day 7

Overcast, but no rain. In the evening the deputy commander of our province’s Right Navy came to see me.

Day 8

Brief clearing, but the wind was unsettled. Na Dae-yong went back to the base because of illness.

The scout boat came in.

I punished eleven clerks from the various counties. The local office of Okgwa had been slack in raising troops since last year, so that the missing men came to several hundred, and every time they answered with lies. So that day the man responsible was executed and his head displayed.

Day 9

Clear. The miserable rain that had gone on for days on end finally lifted, and there was not a soldier in the whole fleet who was not glad.

I felt very unwell and lay in my ship all day.

From the papers the liaison officer brought in, I learned that the Ming general Li Rusong has pulled back as far as Chungju.

Day 10

Clear. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came here and we discussed strategy in detail.

In the evening the lookout from Yeongdeung came to report: four enemy ships from Ungcheon have gone back to Japan; and some 150 enemy ships have come out of the river mouth at Gimhae, nineteen of which have also gone home, while the rest are heading for Busan.

In the fourth watch of the night Won Gyun sent a dispatch proposing that we advance and fight at dawn tomorrow. His malice and jealousy are beyond words. I did not answer that night.

Day 11

Showers and sun by turns. In the morning I drew up a dispatch on attacking the enemy and sent it to the Gyeongsang naval commander, but he was too drunk to make sense of it.

Day 12

Showers and sun by turns. In the second watch of the night Byeon Jon-seo and Kim Yang-gan arrived. I heard that the Crown Prince is unwell, and my worry knows no end. Letters came from Chief State Councillor Yu and from Councillor Yun. The monk Haedang also came.

Day 13

Clear; a brief shower later that soon stopped. Two Ming men, Wang Jing and Li Yao, came to see whether our fleet was in good order. From them I heard that Li Rusong has been reprimanded by the Ming court for failing to advance against the enemy. We talked at length, and there was much to lament.

In the evening we moved the fleet to Sepo on Geoje.

Day 14

Showers and sun by turns. A dispatch and a letter came from Park Chung-gan, the Transport Commissioner.

At dusk a violent storm blew up, then quickly passed.

Day 15

Showers and sun by turns. Commander Yi Eok-gi, the Chungcheong commander, and the officers of Suncheon, Nagan and Bangdap came. We ate seasonal fare together and parted at sunset.

Day 16

Some rain. Late in the day the Nagan magistrate showed me a report from Jinhae: the commanders of the various provinces at Haman, hearing that the Japanese were advancing to camp at Hwangsandong, have all fallen back to hold Jinyang and Uiryeong. I was appalled.

In the first watch of the night the lookout from Yeongdeung came to report that no fewer than five hundred enemy ships from Gimhae and Busan were coming into Angolpo, Jepo and nearby. I could not believe it all, but the enemy might well be massing to strike somewhere new, so I passed word to Commander Yi Eok-gi and to Commander Jeong. In the second watch the lookout from Daegeumsan came with the same report. I sent Song Hui-rip to the Gyeongsang Right Navy commander to confer, and he said he would bring his fleet in at dawn. The enemy’s plans are hard to fathom.

Day 17

Rain at times, clear at times. Early in the morning Won Gyun came with Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong to confer. The word that the commanders of the various provinces at Haman had fallen back to hold Jinju turned out to be true.

After breakfast I went to Yi Eok-gi’s ship and we talked all day.

Jo Bung arrived from Changwon and reported that the enemy is extremely strong.

Day 18

Rain at times, clear at times. In the morning the scout boat came in.

In the afternoon I went to the ship of the Gyeongsang Right Navy commander, and we sat together and talked military matters.

Day 19

Rain at times, clear at times. A strong wind blew without letup. We moved the fleet to the front of Oyang Station, but the wind would not let the ships hold there, so we moved again to Yeokpo in Goseong.

I sent my nephews Bong and Byeon Yu-heon back to the base to find out how Mother is and report back.

Day 20

Overcast with strong wind. Jo Bung came to see me with his nephew Eung-do.

That day timber for shipbuilding was brought down, and we spent the night at Yeokpo. In the night the wind died down.

Day 21

Clear. At dawn we moved the fleet to Hansando.

In the morning my son Hoe arrived, and I heard from him that Mother is well. What a relief, what a relief. At noon Won Yeon came.

Day 22

Clear. In the first watch of the night the lookout from Yeongdeung came to report nothing much out of the ordinary, only that two enemy ships had gone into Oncheon to scout and then gone back.

Day 23

Clear. The bottom planking of the new ship was finished.

Day 24

After breakfast, heavy rain and strong wind that did not stop all evening.

In the evening the lookout from Yeongdeung came to report that more than five hundred enemy ships had gathered together at midnight on the 23rd and entered Sojinpo, and that their vanguard had reached Chilcheonryang.

Day 25

Heavy rain all day. I discussed attacking the enemy with Commander Yi Eok-gi. The Gyeongsang naval commander also came to confer.

I hear that Jinyang is under siege, yet no one dares go forward to press the enemy. But seeing how the rain day after day has kept the enemy from doing their worst, Heaven is protecting Jeolla.

Suncheon brought in and delivered two hundred sacks of army rice.

Day 26

Heavy rain, and a strong south wind. The ambush boats reported trouble: enemy ships had reached the front of Oyang Station. I had the horns sounded to weigh anchor, and we went together to Jeokdo and drew up in formation.

In the evening Kim Bung-man came back from scouting the enemy at Jinyang and reported: the enemy have massed their camp outside the East Gate, but days of heavy rain have cut them off with floodwater, and they have no way of being reinforced from outside. If a large army joined forces and attacked, they could be wiped out at a single stroke.

Day 27

Showers and sun by turns. At noon word came that enemy ships had appeared at Gyeonnaeryang, so the whole fleet went out, but they had already fled. We anchored off Bureuldo.

Day 28

Showers and sun by turns. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Hearing that a lookout boat from Gangjin was fighting the enemy, the whole fleet set out. When we reached Gyeonnaeryang the enemy caught sight of us and fled in terror. Wind and current were both against us and we could not go in, so we stayed there through the night. In the fourth watch we reached Bureuldo.

My servants Bong-son, Ae-su and others arrived, and I heard all the news of the family graves. What a relief, what a relief.

Day 29

Clear. A west wind rose for a while. The sky after the rain was bright and clear. The Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates came to see me. The fort captain of Eoran, the captain of Sobipo and others also came.
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Day 1

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. The night air was so chill I could not sleep. My anxiety for the country has never eased for a moment. Sitting alone under the ship’s awning, a thousand thoughts crowded in on me.

In the first watch of the night a royal messenger arrived with the King’s orders.

Day 2

Clear. Late in the day Commander Yi Eok-gi came to see me.

The royal messenger left in the afternoon.

At sunset Kim Deuk-ryong came with word that Jinyang has fallen, and that Hwang Myeong-bo, Choe Gyeong-hoe, Seo Ye-won, Kim Cheon-il, Yi Jong-in and Kim Jun-min all died there. I was shocked and grief-stricken beyond words. But it simply cannot be so. It must be a madman’s garbled tale.

Early in the evening Won Yeon and Won Sik arrived and held forth at great length about the affairs of the army. Laughable.

Day 3

Clear. Several enemy ships came over through Gyeonnaeryang, while others came out on land. We took our ships out to sea and gave chase, and the enemy fled.

Day 4

Clear. In the evening we fell back to Geolmangpo, anchored, and spent the night.

Day 5

A lookout came to report that more than ten enemy ships were coming over through Gyeonnaeryang. So all our ships set out at once, and when we reached Gyeonnaeryang the enemy ships fled in a panic. On Jeokdo, in Geoje territory, there were horses but no people, so we loaded the horses and brought them back.

In the evening a report came from Gwangyang that the fortress of Jinyang has fallen.

We returned to Geolmangpo, anchored, and spent the night.

Day 6

Clear. In the morning the Bangdap garrison commander came to see me, and the captain of Sobipo also came.

The commander of the center division took the other officers out to tow back the new ship built at Hansando.

Gwak Eon-su of the works office arrived from the King’s temporary court. He brought letters from the Royal Secretary Sim Hui-su, from Yun Ja-sin, and from the Second State Councillor Yun Du-su; Yun Gi-heon also sent his greetings. I also read the court gazette, and there was much in it to sigh over.

Day 7

Clear. The Suncheon magistrate, the Garipo garrison commander and the Gwangyang magistrate came to see me and discuss military matters. Each picked out light, fast ships — fifteen in all — and went to scout Gyeonnaeryang, and they found no sign of the enemy. We got hold of a man from Geoje who had been taken captive, and I questioned him closely about what the enemy were doing. He said the brutes, seeing the might of our fleet, were thinking of withdrawing; and also that they were saying, “Jinyang has already fallen — why would we cross into Jeolla?” This is a lie.

Commander Yi Eok-gi came to my ship and we talked.

Day 8

Clear. From Jo Bung, who travels back and forth to Namhae, I heard that the enemy have attacked Gwangyang, and that the people of Gwangyang have already burned their own government buildings and storehouses. I was stunned and bewildered. I wanted to send the Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates back at once, but hearsay from the road cannot be trusted, so I held off and instead sent Kim Bung-man, a staff officer from Sado, to find out.

Day 9

Clear. Word came again from Namhae that Gwangyang and Suncheon have already been burned. So I sent off the Gwangyang and Suncheon magistrates, along with Song Hui-rip, Kim Deuk-ryong, Jeong Sa-rip, Yi Seol and others. Hearing it pained me to the bone; I could not find words.

I discussed matters with Commander Yi Eok-gi and the Gyeongsang commander.

That night the moon over the sea was clear and bright, without a speck of dust; sea and sky were one color, and a cool breeze came up. Sitting alone by the ship’s rail, a hundred worries assailed me. In the third watch the scout boat from the base came in with news of the enemy: they were not Japanese at all, but refugees from Gyeongsang who disguised themselves as Japanese, broke into Gwangyang and burned the houses. They also say the news about Jinyang is false. But the news about Jinyang cannot possibly be false. The cocks were already crowing.

Day 10

Clear. Kim Bung-man came back from Duchi and said the enemy at Gwangyang are real: about a hundred Japanese came from Dotan and attacked Gwangyang. Yet he says not a single gun was fired. How could the Japanese not fire their guns?

At dusk O Su came from Gachamdo off Geoje and said no enemy ships were to be seen anywhere, inside or outside. He added that a captive who escaped and came back says the enemy are heading in great numbers toward Changwon and thereabouts. But one cannot trust what people say.

In the first watch of the night we moved the fleet to Sepo at the tip of Hansando.

Day 11

Clear. Yi Sang-rok went out to deliver orders to the officers who had disobeyed commands, and came back to report more than ten enemy ships coming down from Gyeonnaeryang. We weighed anchor and went out to sea, but the enemy ships had already reached the front of our line; when we gave chase, they fled. In the late afternoon we returned to Geolmangpo and took on water.

The Sado garrison commander came and said that the story of Japanese crossing at Duchi was a false rumor; it was the people of Gwangyang themselves who changed into Japanese clothes and rose in disorder. I was angry and grieved beyond words. At dusk O Su-seong came from Gwangyang and reported that the whole “enemy” affair at Gwangyang was a vicious scheme cooked up by refugees from Jinju together with the townspeople. The government storehouses have been emptied and the villages lie silent. Suncheon is worse still, and Nagan next.

Day 12

Clear. Before breakfast my son Ul went home with Song Du-nam and O Su-seong.

The provisions officer from Garipo came to report that while they were anchored overnight off Saryang, Japanese wearing our clothes and riding in our boats burst in, firing guns, intending to plunder. So I assigned three fast ships from each unit, gave them strict orders and sent them off at speed to capture the raiders. I also assigned three ships from each unit and sent them to block Changnyang.

Day 13

Clear. The scout boat from the base came in and reported no enemy at Gwangyang, Duchi or nearby.

Tae-su, a servant from Gyeongsang serving as an oarsman on the Suncheon turtle ship, deserted, was caught, and was executed.

Late in the day the Heungyang magistrate arrived. He told me the Duchi report had been false, and how Yu Hui-seon, the magistrate of Jangheung, had panicked for nothing. He also said that the grain in that county’s mountain-fortress granary had been handed out down to the last grain. He brought news of the victory at Haengju as well.

Day 14

Clear. Late in the day a little rain, just enough to settle the dust. I felt very unwell and groaned all day.

The Suncheon magistrate came. What has happened in his town is beyond words.

We moved the fleet to Dureulpo on Hansando.

Day 15

Clear. Late in the day Kim In-yeong, the Yeodo fort captain, came in from the search-and-patrol ships at Saryang, along with Kim Dae-bok of Suncheon.

Autumn has come to the sea, and my heart, so far from home, is unsettled. Sitting alone under the awning, my mind was in turmoil. The moonlight fell across the ship’s rail, and my spirit grew so clear and cold that I could not sleep. The cocks were already crowing.

Day 16

Clear. A sudden shower in the evening, just what the farmers had hoped for.

I felt very unwell.

Day 17

Rain on and off. I felt very unwell.

The Gwangyang magistrate came.

Day 18

Clear. Still unwell — now sitting up, now lying down.

Jeong Sa-rip came back. Commander Yi Eok-gi came to see me. Sin Gyeong-hwang came from Duchi and reported that the enemy alarm had been false.

Day 19

Clear. Yi Yeong-nam came with word that the enemy at Jinju, Hadong, Sacheon, Goseong and elsewhere have all withdrawn.

In the evening the Gwangyang magistrate sent me the list of officers and men killed at Jinju. Reading it, I could not bear the horror and grief.

Day 20

Clear. The scout boat came in from the base, bringing a letter from the Provincial Army Commander and a dispatch from a Ming general. What that dispatch says is strange — very strange. It claims the enemy at Duchi were driven off by Ming troops and fled. The falseness of it is beyond words. If the great empire behaves like this, what is there to say about anyone else? Deplorable, deplorable.

The Chungcheong commander came to see me, and the officers of Suncheon, Bangdap, Gwangyang, Balpo and Namhae also came.

Day 21

Clear. Won Gyun and Commander Jeong both came, and we discussed together how to attack the enemy. But what Won Gyun said was vicious, crafty and outrageous. If I have to work with a man like this, how can there be no trouble later?

In the first watch of the night O Su and others came back from keeping watch on Geoje and reported that the enemy ships at Yeongdeung are still there, running wild.

Day 22

Clear. My son Ul arrived and told me in detail that Mother is well. A great relief.

Day 23

Clear. My son Ul went back.

Commander Jeong came to see me.

Day 24

Clear. The Suncheon, Gwangyang and Heungyang magistrates came to see me.

O Su came back with a captive who had escaped, and reported that the enemy have withdrawn, but that Jangmunpo is the same as before.

Day 25

Clear. Commander Yi Eok-gi came and talked. Jo Bung also came and said that a dispatch from the Chief Commissioner had reached the Gyeongsang naval commander, full of pointed questions.

Day 26

Clear. The officers of Suncheon, Gwangyang and Bangdap came. Commander Yi Eok-gi joined the talk, and the Garipo garrison commander came too.

Day 27

Clear. The deputy commander of the Right Navy arrived from his home base. He said that many alarming things are happening in the western half of the province.

Day 28

Clear. Won Gyun, the Chungcheong commander and Commander Yi Eok-gi all came, and we agreed on our plans.

Jeong Yeo-heung went to the Chief Commissioner with dispatches and letters.

The Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates came to see me and left right away.

The Sado garrison commander, while lying in ambush, caught ten abalone divers dressed in Japanese clothes and acting suspiciously. When I questioned them thoroughly, they said they had been sent by the Gyeongsang naval commander. I had them flogged and let them go.

Day 29

Clear. At dawn I dreamed I had a baby boy. It is an omen that a child taken captive will be recovered.

I called in the officers of Suncheon, Gwangyang, Sado, Heungyang and Bangdap and talked with them. The Heungyang magistrate had a bad bout of malaria and went back; the rest sat with me at ease; the Bangdap commander went back to see to the ambush.

The messenger from the base came. My son Myeon is still not over his illness. I am beside myself with worry.

In the evening the officers of Boseong, Sobipo and Nagan arrived.
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Day 1

Clear. At dawn I dreamed I came to a great palace that looked like the one in the capital. I sat facing the Chief State Councillor, and we spoke of how the King had been forced to flee. We wept and sighed together. He said the enemy’s strength was already spent. But as we were discussing matters, people came crowding in on every side, and I woke. I do not know what it portends.

Day 2

Clear. After breakfast I felt low and heavy-hearted, so I weighed anchor and went out to the harbor mouth. Commander Jeong followed. The Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates came to see me, and the captain of Sobipo came too. In the evening I returned to our anchorage.

Yi Hong-myeong came.

At dusk Commander Yi Eok-gi came to my ship and pleaded earnestly for the Bangdap garrison commander to be allowed home to visit his parents. I answered that I could not let any of the commanders go. He also passed on Won Gyun’s wild talk — that I had done him many wrongs. It is all nonsense. Why should it concern me?

The scout boat came in. My son Myeon’s sore had swollen into an abscess; when it was lanced with a needle, foul pus poured out. They say that if it had been left a few days longer he could hardly have been saved. I was shocked and shaken. Now there is some hope that he will live — what a joy and a relief. I owe a great debt to the physician Jeong Jong.

Day 3

Clear. Yi Gyeong-bok, Yang Eung-won, the base clerk Gang Gi-gyeong and others arrived.

Day 4

Clear. The Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates came to see me and left.

In the evening Yi Wan, a staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief, arrived at the fleet to arrest my staff officers and clerks, on the grounds that we had not sent an urgent report on the enemy situation in the three provinces. Laughable.

Day 5

Clear. Jo Bung, Yi Hong-myeong, Commander Yi Eok-gi and his deputy commander came, and went back late at night. The captain of Sobipo also left at night.

Yi Rye of Asan came at night.

Day 6

Clear. In the morning Yi Wan went off to the Army Commander-in-Chief with Song Han-ryeon and Yeo Yeo-chung.

After breakfast the officers of Suncheon, Gwangyang, Boseong and Balpo, Yi Eung-hwa and others came to see me.

In the evening Won Gyun came. Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong came too. In the course of our discussion, Won Gyun contradicted himself at every turn. Deplorable.

Day 7

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening — just what the farmers had longed for. The Dangpo fort captain came to reclaim his small boat, so I told the captain at Saryang to hand it over.

In the evening Park Chi-gong, a staff officer of the Gyeongsang naval commander, came to report that the enemy ships had withdrawn. But Won Gyun and his officers are in the habit of spreading false reports, so it cannot be trusted.

Day 8

Clear. After breakfast I called in the officers of Suncheon, Gwangyang, Bangdap, Heungyang and others, and we discussed sending ambush parties in, among other things.

Two warships of the Chungcheong Navy arrived, but one of them is said to be unusable. Kim Deok-in came as a staff officer from that province.

Day 9

Clear. In the morning my son Hoe arrived, and I learned that Mother is well. I also learned that Myeon is recovering. What joy, what relief.

In the afternoon I went to Commander Yi Eok-gi’s ship; the Chungcheong commander came too. The Gyeongsang naval commander, I hear, had agreed that all the ambush troops would be sent out together — and then sent his own out first. Outrageous, outrageous.

Day 10

Clear. In the morning the scout boat from Bangdap came in. The King’s orders, a dispatch from the Border Defense Council, and a dispatch from the Provincial Governor all arrived together. The Haenam magistrate and garrison commander Yi came, and the Suncheon and Gwangyang magistrates as well.

Commander Yi Eok-gi invited me, so I went to his ship, where the Haenam magistrate had laid on drinks. But I felt unwell, and it was all I could do to sit and talk before coming back.

Day 11

Late in the day a heavy downpour, and a rough, nasty wind. The rain stopped in the afternoon, but the wind stayed unsettled.

I felt very unwell, and spent the whole day sitting up and lying down by turns.

Day 12

Rain on and off. I felt very unwell and lay groaning all day. Cold sweats came and went, soaking my clothes, so I forced myself to sit up. The Suncheon magistrate, Commander Yi Eok-gi and garrison commander Yi came and played board games all day.

The scout boat from the base came in and reported that Mother is well.

Day 13

I wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the base and sent them back. I felt very unwell. Sitting alone under the awning, a thousand thoughts went through my mind.

I sent Yi Gyeong-bok off to carry my report to the King.

Song Du-nam brought in three hundred sacks of army rice and three hundred sacks of beans.

Day 14

Clear. The Bangdap garrison commander came with holiday food. Commander Yi Eok-gi, the Chungcheong commander and the Suncheon magistrate came too.

Day 15

Clear. Today is Chuseok, the autumn harvest festival. Commander Yi Eok-gi, the Chungcheong commander, the officers of Suncheon, Gwangyang, Nagan, Bangdap, Sado, Heungyang and Nokdo, Yi Eung-hwa, Yi Hong-myeong, and the commanders of the left and right divisions all gathered and talked.

In the evening Hoe left for the base.

Day 16

Clear. The Gwangyang magistrate came with holiday food. Commander Yi Eok-gi, the Chungcheong commander, and the officers of Bangdap, Suncheon and Garipo, along with Yi Eung-hwa, all came.

In the morning I heard that Je Man-chun came out of Japan yesterday.

Day 17

Clear. My flagship was being smoked out, so I moved over to the special-duty ship of the left division.

Late in the day I went to Commander Yi Eok-gi’s ship, and the Chungcheong commander came too. We sent for Je Man-chun and took his deposition; much of what he said was infuriating. We talked all day before parting.

That night the moonlight was as bright as day, and the waves gleamed like white silk.

Day 18

Clear. Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong joined me to talk. Jo Bung came and said Park Chi-gong was going up to the capital with a report to the King.

Day 19

Clear. After breakfast I went to Won Gyun and asked him to come over to my ship. Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong also came, and Won Yeon joined the talk. After the Won brothers left, we rowed slowly back to the anchorage. Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong sat with me and we talked in detail.

Day 20

After breakfast Song Hui-rip went to pay his respects to the Provincial Governor, taking with him the record of Je Man-chun’s deposition.

I sent out the Bangdap and Sado garrison commanders to split up, left and right, and keep watch to catch the bands of displaced drifters near Dolsando who have been looting people’s property.

In the evening Go Yeo-u, the Jeongnyang fort captain, came and stayed until late at night.

Day 21

Clear.

Day 22

Clear.

Day 23

Clear. Yun Gan and my nephews Noe and Hae came with word that Mother is well. I also heard that my son Ul is suffering from malaria.

Day 24

Clear. My nephew Hae went back.

Day 25

Clear. I saw signs of the enemy in a dream, so at dawn I sent word to the commanders of each province and we drew up in formation on the open sea. At sunset we came back into the inner waters of Hansando.

Day 26

Rain on and off. Won Gyun came. After a while Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong joined us. The officers of Suncheon, Gwangyang and Garipo left right away. The Heungyang magistrate came and served food, and since Won Gyun wanted to drink, we gave him a little — but he got blind drunk and talked nonsense. Laughable.

The Nagan magistrate sent me a draft of the letter Hideyoshi submitted to the Ming court, along with notes written by a Ming man who had come to his county. Reading them, I was filled with grief and fury.

Day 27

Clear.

Day 28

Clear. Won Gyun came to see me.

Day 29

Clear. My brother Yeo-pil, my son Ul and Byeon Jon-seo all arrived at the same time.

Day 30

Clear. Won Gyun came and pressed us to go to Yeongdeung. Vicious is the only word for it. He has sent away all twenty-five ships under his command and kept only seven or eight with him — and still he talks like this. That is how his mind works, and how he conducts himself.
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Day 1

Clear. I drew up dispatches and sent them to the Army Commander-in-Chief and the Border Defense Commissioner.

My brother Yeo-pil, Byeon Jon-seo, my nephew Noe and the others went home.

Commander Yi Eok-gi and Commander Jeong came and we talked.

Day 2

Clear. I wrote out the draft of a report to the King and handed it down to be copied.

Yi Ui-deuk, deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, Yi Yeo-nyeom and others came to see me.

At dusk Yi Yeong-nam came with news that Seon, the Provincial Army Commander, had won distinction on reaching Gonyang, and that the Namhae magistrate had been reprimanded by the Chief Commissioner. Laughable. I already knew how worthless Gi Hyo-geun is.

Day 3

Clear. In the morning my nephew Bong arrived, and from him I learned that Mother is well. I also heard the news from the base.

I drafted the reports to be sealed and sent to the King.

A dispatch came from the Provincial Governor saying that soldiers’ kinsmen and the like must on no account be called upon. He is new to the post and has not looked into the matter.

Day 4

Clear. I sealed and sent up three packets together: a report to the King setting out the abuses we face, one on sending up the guns, and Je Man-chun’s deposition. Yi Gyeong-bok carried them. I wrote letters to Chief State Councillor Yu, to Vice Minister Yun Ja-sin, Councillor Yun U-sin, the Royal Secretary Sim Hui-su, Councillor Yi Il, An Seup-ji and Yun Gi-heon, and sent them whole abalone as a token of my regard.

My nephew Bong went home with Yun Gan.

Day 5

Clear. After breakfast I moved up and anchored alongside Commander Jeong’s ship, and we talked all day. The Gwangyang and Heungyang magistrates and my deputy commander came to see me.

Day 6

Clear. At dawn I sent several ships out to bring back timber for shipbuilding.

After breakfast I went to Commander Yi Eok-gi’s ship and we talked all day. From him I heard of Won Gyun’s vicious, outrageous conduct, and also of how Jeong Dam-su has been making up groundless stories. Laughable. We played a game of baduk and I came back.

The ships each towed back timber from wrecked vessels.

Day 7

Clear. In the morning the timber was received and stored.

The Bangdap garrison commander came to see me.

I drew up and sent the Provincial Governor a dispatch setting out the abuses we face, and another on revising the assignment of troops.

I sat alone all day, my mind ill at ease. I waited anxiously for the scout boat, but it did not come.

Day 8

Clear. At dawn I sent Song Hui-rip and others out to the hills at Dangpo, and they came back with a deer. Commander Yi Eok-gi came with the Chungcheong commander.

Day 9

Clear. After breakfast we climbed the hilltop together and shot three rounds at the target. Commander Yi Eok-gi, Commander Jeong and the other commanders all gathered, but the Gwangyang magistrate was ill and could not join us.

Day 10

Clear. I wrote my rulings on the dispatches and sent them back by the scout boat.

Late in the day I went to Commander Yi Eok-gi’s ship and drank with the Bangdap garrison commander before we parted.

A secret dispatch from the Chief Commissioner arrived. The Boseong magistrate also came and went back.

Day 11

Clear. Commander Jeong came to see me, bringing wine. Commander Yi Eok-gi came too, and the Nagan magistrate and the Bangdap garrison commander joined us.

The Heungyang magistrate went home on leave. I gave Seo Mong-nam leave as well.

Day 12

Clear. After breakfast I invited the captain of Sobipo, Yu Chung-sin, fort captain Kim and others, and treated them to wine.

The Balpo fort captain came back.

Day 13

Clear. My servants Han-gyeong and Hae-dol came back. In the evening Hae-dol and the others left again.

Day 14

Clear. Guns of refined iron matter more than anything in battle, yet our people have never properly understood the secret of making them. Now, after racking my brains in every way, I have managed to produce them. These muskets are far finer than the Japanese ones. When Ming men came to the fleet and test-fired them, every one of them praised them. Since we have mastered the method, I sent samples to the Provincial Governor and the Provincial Army Commander so that plenty can be made to the same pattern throughout the province, and sent out a dispatch to make it known.

Day 15

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 16 of this month to the end of the twelfth month.]
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Day 1

Rain pouring down. To greet another year at Mother’s side — in the midst of this war, that is a blessing.

Late in the day I returned to headquarters to see to drilling and war preparations. The rain did not let up.

Day 2

The rain stopped; overcast. A state memorial day, so I held no office.

Day 3

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. At dusk I went into my quarters and talked with my nephews.

Day 4

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 5

Rain, on and on.

Day 6

Rain. Went out to the government hall. The chief military clerk of Nampyeong was executed.

Day 7

Rain. Attended to official business in the government hall.

In the evening Nam Ui-gil came in. We talked until late into the night.

Day 8

Clear. Attended to official business in the government hall. The chief military clerk of Namwon was executed.

Day 9

Clear.

Day 10

Clear. In the morning I invited Nam Ui-gil over, and he told me about the time he fled from the fighting. He went through every hardship in detail, and I could not stop sighing.

Day 11

Overcast, but no rain. In the morning I took a boat to visit Mother, and with the wind behind us we went straight to Gogeumcheon. Nam Ui-gil, Yun Sa-haeng and my nephew Bun came along. I saw Mother. Her breath was faint, as if it might fail at any moment, but her mind was clear and her words were sound. With the campaign against the enemy pressing, I could not stay long.

Day 12

Clear. After breakfast I took my leave of Mother. “Go well,” she told me, “and wipe out the nation’s disgrace.” She said it two and three times over, and showed not the least sorrow at our parting. I returned to the wharf feeling unwell and went straight into the back room.

Day 13

Clear, with a strong wind. I felt very unwell and lay in bed sweating it out.

Day 14

Overcast, with a strong wind. Late in the day I went out to the government hall and signed and sealed a report to the King. Sealed and sent up the dispatch releasing Ui-neung from servile status.

Day 15

Clear.

Day 16

Clear. Went out to the government hall late in the day. Hwang Deuk-jung came in. I heard that Yu Mong-in, a tutor of the Crown Prince’s household, has entered Heungyang County as a secret royal inspector.

Day 17

Snow at dawn, rain later. Boarded ship early in the morning. My brother Yeo-pil, my nephews and my sons saw me off. I took only Bun and my son Ul with me and cast off. Sent off a report to the King today.

In the late afternoon we reached Wadu, but with a headwind and the tide going out we could make no headway, so we dropped anchor and rested a while. Toward evening we weighed anchor, crossed over and reached Noryang. The Yeodo fort captain, the Suncheon magistrate, Yi Gam and my deputy commander also arrived and spent the night.

Day 18

Clear. Set out at dawn. A strong headwind rose, but by the time we reached Changsin the wind had turned fair. We raised sail and reached Saryang. Then the wind suddenly swung against us and blew hard. The fort captain and Jeon Yun, a staff officer of the naval commander, came to see me.

Day 19

Overcast, clearing later. Strong wind. Set out in the morning and reached the open sea off Dangpo. Running before the wind at half sail, we were at Hansando in no time. Sat in the archery pavilion and talked with the commanders.

In the evening Commander Won came.

I heard from the Sobipo commander that the archers and oarsmen of the Gyeongsang ships have nearly all starved to death. Too dreadful to hear.

Day 20

Clear, with a strong wind and bitter cold. The men on every ship who have no clothes huddle like turtles, moaning with cold — I cannot bear to hear it. The army’s rations have not arrived, and that too weighs on me.

The Nagan magistrate and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came to see me. Later the commanders of Sobipo, Ungcheon and Jinhae came as well.

I appointed the Nokdo fort captain as the officer in charge of gathering and burying those who have died of disease, and sent him off.

Day 21

Clear. In the morning I gave wine to the 742 oarsmen of my headquarters.

The Gwangyang magistrate came in.

In the evening the Nokdo fort captain came and reported that he had gathered and buried the bodies of 214 men who died of disease.

Two men who had been taken prisoner and escaped came over from Commander Won’s camp and gave a full account of the enemy’s situation. But it cannot be trusted.

Day 22

Clear. Warm and windless. I went up and sat in the archery pavilion, and had the Jinhae magistrate perform the formal bow before the royal edict. Archery all day.

Day 23

Clear. The Nagan and Gobu magistrates left.

Two warships from Heungyang came in. Choe Cheon-bo, Yu Hwang, Yu Chung-sin, Jeong Ryang and others came in. Later the Suncheon magistrate came too.

Day 24

Clear and warm. In the morning Song Deok-il led away forty-one carpenters for timber work in the hills.

Commander Won of Gyeongsang sent a staff officer to report that more than three hundred of the enemy in the eastern part of the province had been cut down. Wonderful news, wonderful. It is said that Sō Yoshitoshi, lord of Tsushima, is now at Ungcheon, but that is not certain.

Day 25

Overcast, clearing later. Song Du-nam, Yi Sang-rok and others took 132 archers and oarsmen with them to bring back the newly built ships and moor them here.

In the morning the deputy commander of the Right Navy came. Archery later in the day. The Right Navy deputy commander and the Yeodo fort captain had a shooting match, and Yeodo won by seven points. I shot ten rounds; the others all shot twenty.

Day 26

Clear. In the morning I went up to the archery pavilion and shot ten rounds. Took the Suncheon magistrate to task for arriving late.

Day 27

Clear. At dawn my deputy commander went out to haul in timber for shipbuilding.

Letters came from Mother and from Yeo-pil. Mother is well, they say. What a relief. But I hear that outside the East Gate, near Haeundae and at Mipyeong, bandits are raiding by torchlight. Alarming, very alarming.

In the evening, at the Nokdo ambush post, five Japanese were swaggering about firing their guns when our men shot and beheaded one of them. The rest were hit by arrows and fled.

My deputy commander came back bringing the ship timber.

Day 28

Clear. My deputy commander came to see me in the morning.

The Gyeongsang deputy commander sent an urgent report: Admiral Liu, the Ming commander, has turned his army around and will head north sometime between the 25th and 26th of this month. Also, the royal envoy of comfort, Gwon [name missing], a counselor of the Office of Special Advisers, is to join the fleet after touring the province to console the people. Also, the bandit Yi San-gyeom and others have been caught and jailed, and more than ninety major bandits who had been running wild in Asan, Onyang and nearby counties have been captured and beheaded. Also, the general known as the Winged Tiger is expected to arrive soon.

Work began on the warships.

Day 29

Rain all day and through the night. At dawn came reports that all the ships were safe.

I felt unwell and lay groaning until evening. A gale raised such waves that the ships could not be held steady. My mind was deeply troubled.

The Mijohang garrison commander took his leave to go fit out his ships.

Day 30

Overcast, with a strong wind. Cleared later, and the wind eased a little. The Suncheon magistrate, the deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Gangjin magistrate came to say they were leaving.

I felt very unwell and sweated all day. The staff officers and commanders practiced archery.
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Day 1

Clear. Late in the day I went up to the archery pavilion and attended to official business.

Yi Sang, a royal guardsman living in Cheongju, arrived carrying a royal directive. It said that Han Hyo-sun, Governor of Gyeongsang, had sent an urgent report to the King: the enemy in the eastern part of his province had joined forces and moved into Geoje, meaning to strike across the border into Jeolla. I was to combine the fleets of the three provinces and wipe them out.

In the afternoon I called in the deputy commander of the Right Navy and we practiced archery.

In the first watch of the night the Sado garrison commander reached camp with three warships.

Day 2

Clear. Late in the day I went up to the archery pavilion and shot ten rounds. The wind was gusty and it was not warm.

The Sado garrison commander was charged and disciplined for failing to arrive by the deadline.

Day 3

Clear, with a strong wind. After eating I went up to the archery pavilion and practiced archery.

The Right Assistant Defense Commander arrived. From him I heard news of the traitors’ rebellion — worrying, and more infuriating than I can say.

Won Sik and Won Jeon came to tell me they were going up to the capital.

At dusk I came down to my tent.

Day 4

Clear, with a strong wind. After breakfast the Suncheon magistrate and the Right Assistant Defense Commander came and talked.

Later the warships and the turtle ship from headquarters came in. My nephew Bong came with them, and I heard that Mother is well. Glad, so glad.

Day 5

Clear. I dreamed I was riding a fine horse straight up a great ridge of tiered rock. The peaks were beautiful, winding away from west to east, and on top of one there was a broad level place. I was about to choose it as a site to settle when I woke. I cannot tell what it means. There was also a beautiful woman sitting alone who beckoned to me, but I shook my sleeves and paid her no heed. Laughable.

In the morning I counted the 100 sheets of black horn and 89 sheets of birch bark received from the Royal Armory and signed for them.

The Balpo fort captain and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came to see me.

Later I went up to the archery pavilion, where the Right Assistant Defense Commander, the Right Navy deputy commander, the Yeodo fort captain and others practiced archery.

A reply came from the Army Commander-in-Chief. It says Shen Weijing, the Ming envoy, has already settled on a peace. But the enemy’s cunning schemes are past fathoming. We were caught by their tricks before, and now we fall into them again. Lamentable.

Day 6

Rain, on and on. Cleared in the afternoon. The Suncheon magistrate, the Assistant Defense Commander, and the commanders of Ungcheon and Sado came to see me.

Day 7

Clear. A strong west wind. I sent a letter asking after Mother’s health with my nephew Bun, who was setting out. Bong and Bun left — Bong for Naju, Bun for Onyang. I miss them, and my heart is uneasy.

The Goseong magistrate sent an urgent report that more than fifty enemy ships have reached Chunwonpo.

Today I reorganized the troops and redistributed the oarsmen among the ships.

Two warships from Boseong came in, and the Sobipo commander came to see me.

Day 8

Clear. A strong east wind; bitterly cold. In the morning the Suncheon magistrate came and said that more than fifty enemy ships were moving in and out around Goseong and Sobipo. I sent for Je Man-chun at once and asked him about the lie of the land there, what was favorable and what was not.

Later I went up to the archery pavilion and attended to official business. Came back in the evening. The moon on the sea was so clear and fresh that I lay awake and could not sleep. The Suncheon magistrate and the Right Assistant Defense Commander came and talked, leaving in the second watch.

Day 9

Clear. At dawn my deputy commander took two or three ships to the far side of Sobipo to cut thatch grass.

In the morning the Goseong magistrate came. I asked him about the enemy ships coming and going at Danghangpo. I also asked about the people, who are said to be so starved that they kill and eat one another. How are we to keep them alive?

Later I went up to the archery pavilion and shot ten-odd rounds.

Yi Yu-ham came again to say goodbye. I asked his courtesy name; it is Yeo-sil. The Suncheon magistrate, the Right Assistant Defense Commander, my deputy commander, and the officers of Sado, Yeodo, Nokdo, Gangjin, Sacheon, Hadong, Boseong, Sobipo and others came as well.

Day 10

A fine drizzle that would not clear, and a strong wind. In the afternoon the Assistant Defense Commander and the Suncheon magistrate came. We talked until evening, discussing how to strike the enemy.

Day 11

Clear. In the morning the Mijohang garrison commander came. After eating I went up to the archery pavilion, where the Gyeongsang naval commander and the Right Assistant Defense Commander also arrived, and we all got drunk together. Shot three rounds.

Day 12

Clear. Early in the morning a scout boat from headquarters came in.

Mid-morning, I moved the fleet to Jeokdo.

In the early afternoon Song Gyeong-ryeong, a royal messenger, reached camp. He brought two royal directives and one secret directive — three in all. One said that a hundred thousand Ming troops and three million taels of silver are on their way. Another said that the vicious enemy has his eye on Jeolla, and that I must do all I can to block him and strike him down as circumstances allow. And in the secret directive, sent from within the palace, the King wrote: “You have spent year after year at sea, toiling for the nation, and I never forget it. Report at once any officers or men of merit who have not yet received due reward.”

From the messenger I heard all sorts of news from the capital. I also heard about the traitors, and how the King works from before dawn until late at night, weighed down with care. Hearing it, my sorrow and my longing for him knew no end. He also brought a letter from the Chief State Councillor.

Day 13

Clear and warm. In the morning I wrote a reply to the Chief State Councillor. After eating I talked again with the royal messenger, and we parted. Stayed aboard ship all day.

In the late afternoon the Sobipo commander and the fort captains of Saryang and Yeongdeung came.

Toward evening we set sail and headed back to Hansando. Just then a Gyeongsang staff officer named Je [name missing] came from Sambong and reported that eight enemy ships had come into Chunwonpo and anchored there, and that we could go in and attack. So I immediately had Na Dae-yong carry a message to Commander Won: “If we go in after a small gain, we will lose the big one. Hold off for now, and wipe them out when the chance comes.”

The Mijohang garrison commander, the Suncheon magistrate and the Assistant Defense Commander came, and left late at night.

Day 14

Clear and warm, and the wind gentle. I sent out officers to carry out inspections: for Namhae, Hadong, Sacheon and Goseong in Gyeongsang, Song Hui-rip, Byeon Jon-seo, Yu Hwang and No Yun-bal; for the Right Province, Byeon Yu-heon, Na Dae-yong and others.

Twenty sacks of grain for the troops came by ship from headquarters.

The Bangdap garrison commander and Bae, the senior officer, came.

I drew up and issued the dispatch releasing Jang Eon-chun from servile status.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I sent the two turtle ships and one Boseong ship to where timber was being cut for crossbeams. They came back loaded in the first watch of the night.

After eating I went up to the archery pavilion and questioned the Left Assistant Defense Commander about his late arrival.

I made a surprise inspection of the Heungyang ships and found much that was slack and neglected.

The Suncheon magistrate, the Right Assistant Defense Commander, the deputy commander of the Right Navy, the fort captains of Balpo and Yeodo, and the Gangjin magistrate all came and practiced archery.

At dusk the Provincial Governor sent over an official notice. Pak Hong-ro, the royal inspector for supplies, had reported to the King on placing ambush troops to hold Suncheon, Gwangyang and Duchi, and had replied that it was not proper to move naval men and magistrates together. The document came down with the King’s approval.

Day 16

Clear. I read the draft report of the secret royal inspector Yu Mong-in. He has the magistrates of Imsil (Yi Mong-sang), Mujang (Yi Chung-gil), Yeongam (Kim Seong-heon) and Nagan (Sin Ho) dismissed, and names the Suncheon magistrate first among the greedy and corrupt — while the magistrates of Damyang, Jinwon, Naju, Changpyeong and the rest have their misdeeds covered up and are praised to the King. That the King should be deceived to this degree! With the nation’s affairs in such a state, there is no way it can ever be set right. All I can do is stare at the ceiling.

He also took up the practice of drafting the relatives of naval men, and of sending two out of every four able-bodied men to war, and condemned it strongly. He gives no thought to the nation’s dire need and cares only for easy comfort in the moment. My grief for the country grows all the deeper.

Later I went up to the archery pavilion and shot twelve rounds with the officers of Suncheon, Heungyang, the Right Assistant Defense Commander, the deputy commander of the Right Navy, and the officers of Sado, Balpo, Yeodo, Nokdo, Gangjin and Gwangyang.

Day 17

Clear. Warm as early summer. In the morning I went up to the archery pavilion and attended to official business.

Yi Hong-myeong and Im Hui-jin came with a bamboo gun they had made, and fired it as a test. It seemed to make a noise, but it is of no real use. Laughable.

The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came in, but he brought only twenty warships. Regrettable.

The Suncheon magistrate and the Right Assistant Defense Commander also came, and we shot five rounds.

Day 18

Clear. After eating I went up to the archery pavilion and punished Wi Dae-gi, the Haenam magistrate, for defying my orders. After the commanders of the Right Province came and reported in, we shot several rounds.

Day 19

A fine rain all day. I went up to the archery pavilion and sat alone for a long while, then the Right Assistant Defense Commander and the Suncheon magistrate came. Son Chung-gap came too, so I called him in. When I asked him about his campaign against the rebels, I was filled with dismay. We talked all day.

Day 20

Misty rain that would not lift. I felt unwell and did not go out all day. Bae, the Right Assistant Defense Commander, came and talked.

Day 21

Clear. The Suncheon magistrate and the Right Assistant Defense Commander came to report that they had been to inspect the ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang.

Yi [name missing], the leader of the Cheongju volunteer army, came from the Border Defense Commissioner’s headquarters and gave me a full account of the situation on land. At dusk he said goodbye.

Toward evening the lookout officer on Mount Byeokbang came to report that eight Japanese ships were anchored in a line off Guhwa Station. So I sent orders to advance and attack, and waited for Je Hong-nok to come back with a report.

Day 22

Je Hong-nok came to report that ten Japanese ships had reached Guhwa Station and six had reached Chunwon. But day had already broken, and we could not go after them in time. I sent him back out to keep watch.

[text missing: Days 23–27 of this month.]

Day 28

Clear. In the morning I went up to the archery pavilion and talked all day with my aide.

The Jangheung magistrate came in.

Day 29

Je Han-guk, the lookout officer on Mount Byeokbang, sent an urgent report that sixteen enemy ships had come into Sosopo. So I sent out orders to inform everyone.


Third Month
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Day 1

Clear. Performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. Went up to the archery pavilion. The Geommopo fort captain was given strokes of the rod, and his chief drill officer was executed.

My aide went back.

Early in the evening, just as we were about to set sail, Je Han-guk sent an urgent report that the Japanese ships had all fled. So we did not set out.

In the first watch of the night two Jangheung ships caught fire and burned completely.

Day 2

Clear. Later in the day I went up to the archery pavilion and practiced archery with the Left and Right Assistant Defense Commanders and the commanders of Suncheon and Bangdap.

In the first watch of the night a fire broke out where Gangjin’s firewood was stacked, and it all burned.

Day 3

Clear. In the morning I bowed before the formal address to the King, then sat in the archery pavilion. Yi Ui-deuk, the Gyeongsang deputy commander, came and told me that his naval commander had had him beaten with the rod for failing to round up enough men for the navy, and now meant to have the soles of his feet beaten as well. Shocking, truly shocking. Practiced archery with the Suncheon magistrate, the Left and Right Assistant Defense Commanders, the commanders of Bangdap and Garipo, the deputy commanders of the Left and Right Navies, and others.

Toward evening the lookout officer on Mount Byeokbang sent an urgent report that six Japanese ships had come in and anchored separately at Oriryang, Danghang and other places. I immediately sent orders to assemble the ships. The main fleet was to form up in the waters off Hyungdo, while thirty picked ships under the Right Assistant Defense Commander, Eo Yeong-dam, were to go in and destroy the enemy. Early in the evening we sailed to Jido, and in the fourth watch of the night we set out again.

Day 4

Clear. Reached the waters off Jinhae and chased down six Japanese ships, capturing and burning them. Burned two more at Jeodo.

Word came that fourteen ships had come into the Soso River and anchored, so I sent orders to the Assistant Defense Commander and Commander Won to advance and attack. We formed up at Ajaeumpo in Goseong and spent the night there.

Day 5

Clear. I sent a royal guardsman to Danghangpo to find out whether the enemy ships had been rammed and burned. The Right Assistant Defense Commander, Eo Yeong-dam, sent an urgent report: the enemy, fearing our might, had slipped away under cover of night, and he had burned all seventeen of their empty ships, leaving not one. The Gyeongsang naval commander’s report said the same.

That morning I also sent a dispatch to the Border Defense Commissioner urging him to attack.

Commander Won came aboard my ship, and the commanders each went back.

That evening a new ship from Gwangyang came in.

Day 6

Clear. Later in the day we headed for Geoje, but the wind was against us and we barely made it to Hyungdo. The Namhae magistrate sent an urgent report that two Ming soldiers and eight Japanese had arrived carrying an official notice, and that he had sent the notice and the Ming soldiers on up to me. I had the notice brought and examined it. It was from Tan Zongren, the Ming commander, forbidding any attack on the Japanese. I felt very unwell and could get no ease sitting or lying down. Toward evening I met the Ming soldiers together with Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy.

Day 7

Clear. I felt extremely unwell and could hardly turn over in bed. I had one of my men draft a reply to the Ming notice, but it was not in proper form. Commander Won had Son Ui-gap draft one and send it over, but that too was quite unsuitable. So, ill as I was, I forced myself to sit up and compose it myself, and had Jeong Sa-rip write it out and send it.

In the early afternoon we set sail and reached our camp at Hansando.

Day 8

Clear. The illness was neither better nor worse. I was exhausted and suffered all day.

Day 9

Clear. I seemed to ease a little, and moved to lie down in a heated room. The pain brought no new symptoms.

Day 10

Clear. The illness gradually eased, but fever kept rising to my head, and all I wanted was something cold to drink.

Day 11

Heavy rain all day. The illness much better, and the fever gone. What a relief, what a relief.

Day 12

Clear, with a strong wind. I felt very unwell.

Finished the fair copy of my report to the King.

Day 13

Clear. In the morning I sealed my report and sent it up to the King.

The illness seemed to be on the mend, but I was very weak. Sent my son Hoe and Song Du-nam off.

Day 14

Rain, on and on. I seemed a little better, but my head was heavy and I did not feel right.

In the evening the Gwangyang and Gangjin magistrates and Bae, the garrison commander, left together.

I heard that the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy has already reached Sinjang.

Day 15

The rain stopped, but a strong wind rose. I lay groaning all day.

The Mijohang garrison commander took his leave.

Day 16

Clear. I felt very unwell.

The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy reached camp with nine warships.

Day 17

Clear. I still did not feel well.

The Haenam magistrate left to hand over to his successor. Hwang Deuk-jung and others went onto Geoje Island to set ambushes.

A scout boat came in.

Day 18

Clear. I felt quite unwell.

Gi Hyo-geun of Namhae and the commanders of Boseong, Sobipo and Jeongnyang came to see me. Gi went back to his county to see to the sowing.

The acting garrison officer and the local gentry officials of Nagan were arrested and locked up.

The Boseong magistrate took his leave.

Day 19

Clear. Unwell; I groaned all day.

Day 20

Clear. Unwell.

Day 21

Clear. Unwell. I appointed the fort captains of Yeodo and Namdo and the post commander of Sobipo as muster-roll officers.

Day 22

Clear. I seemed a little better.

The Army Commander-in-Chief’s reply came back. It says that Captain Cao took away Commander Tan’s official letter and the Japanese general’s message.

Day 23

Clear. As before, I did not feel right.

The commanders of Bangdap, Heungyang and Balpo came to see me, and the Assistant Defense Commander came as well.

Day 24

Clear. I seemed a little better.

Jeong Sa-rip came back having cut down a Japanese soldier.

Day 25

Clear. The Heungyang and Boseong magistrates left.

A boy who had been taken captive came back from the Japanese bearing a notice from a Ming general. I sent him on to Heungyang.

My brother Yeo-pil and my son Hoe came with Byeon Jon-seo and Sin Gyeong-hwang, and I heard all about how Mother is well. But the hill where our family graves lie has been burned over by a wildfire, and there was no one to stop it. It grieves me deeply, deeply.

Day 26

Clear. Warm as a summer day. The Assistant Defense Commander and the Bangdap garrison commander came to see me. The Gyeongsang deputy commander and the Yeongdeung fort captain also came, to say they were going back to Changsin Island.

Day 27

Overcast, but no rain. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me.

I hear my nephew Bong fell ill in the evening.

Day 28

Rain all day. My nephew Bong is gravely ill. I am terribly worried, terribly worried.

Day 29

Clear. A scout boat came in with word that Mother is well.

The officers of Ungcheon, Hadong, Jangheung, Bangdap, Sobipo and others came to see me.

Day 30

Clear. After eating I went up to the archery pavilion and punished a Chungcheong staff officer, the chief drill officer, and Nagan’s acting garrison officer and chief military clerk, among others.

Go Sang-an, the Samga magistrate, came to see me.
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Day 1

Clear. There was supposed to be an eclipse of the sun, but none came.

The Jangheung magistrate, the Jindo magistrate and the Nokdo fort captain took their leave to return home for the rite to appease the spirits of pestilence.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me.

Day 2

Clear. After breakfast I went up to the archery pavilion. Talked all day with the Samga magistrate and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

My nephew Hae arrived.

Day 3

Clear. Today we held the rite to appease the spirits of pestilence. We served the fighting men of the three provinces 1,080 jars of wine. The Commander of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy sat with me as we feasted the troops.

Day 4

Overcast. Song Hong-deuk and Byeon Hong-dal, staff officers of the Army Commander-in-Chief, came bringing the red certificates for those who had newly passed the examination.

Bak Ui-yeong, a staff officer of the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander, came to convey his general’s greetings.

After the meal the Samga magistrate came.

Late in the day I went up to the archery pavilion. The Jangheung magistrate served wine and food, and we talked at ease all day.

Day 5

Overcast.

Day 6

Clear. Opened the grounds for the special military examination. The chief examiners were myself, Yi Eok-gi of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy; the assistant examiners were the magistrates of Jangheung, Goseong, Samga and Ungcheon, who supervised the tests and made the selections.

Day 7

Clear. We gathered early and held the examination.

Day 8

Clear. I felt unwell. Went up to the examination grounds.

Day 9

Clear. The examination finished and the list of those who passed was posted.

Assistant Defense Commander Eo has died. What words can express my grief?

Day 10

Overcast. Advance notice came that the Royal Inspector would be arriving at our camp.

Day 11

Clear. Word came that the Royal Inspector was on his way, so I sent out a boat to greet him.

Day 12

Clear. Royal Inspector Seo Seong came to my ship to talk. The Commander of the Right Navy and the commanders of the Gyeongsang and Chungcheong navies came as well. After the wine had gone round three times, Won Gyun pretended to be drunk, raved like a madman and spouted all sorts of senseless talk. The Royal Inspector was utterly astonished.

The Samga magistrate took his leave.

Day 13

Clear. The Royal Inspector wished to see the fleet at drill, so we went out onto the waters off Jukdo and held exercises.

The royal messenger Won Sa-pyo and Kim Je-nam, an officer of the State Tribunal, arrived with orders to arrest the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 14

Clear. Had a long talk with Kim Je-nam. Late in the day I went to the Royal Inspector’s ship and discussed military plans with him in detail. After a while the Commander of the Right Navy came, along with the Suncheon magistrate and the garrison commanders of Bangdap and Sado. I said my farewells and returned to my ship.

In the evening I went to the ship of the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and we shared a parting cup.

Day 15

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came together with the royal messenger, the Tribunal officer and the Commander of the Right Navy. I said goodbye to Gu Sa-jik.

Day 16

Clear. After breakfast I went up to the archery pavilion. Go Gyeong-un, a staff officer of the Gyeongsang naval commander, was brought in along with his chief drill instructor and the clerk in charge of emergencies. They had ignored my orders and failed to send urgent word of enemy movements, so I had them flogged.

In the evening Song Du-nam came down from the capital. Every one of my reports to the King had received a reply, one by one, and I put them into effect.

Day 17

Clear. Late in the day I went up to the archery pavilion and attended to official business.

Yi Eok-gi of the Right Navy came to see me.

The Geoje magistrate sent an urgent report: more than a hundred Japanese ships have set out from Japan and are heading for Jeolyeongdo.

At dusk sixteen men and women of Geoje who had been taken captive escaped and came back.

Day 18

Clear. At dawn I questioned the escaped captives closely about the enemy’s situation. They said Sō Yoshitoshi is at Ibam within Ungcheon, and Konishi Yukinaga is at Ungpo.

The new Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Suncheon magistrate, the deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Geoje magistrate came.

Day 19

Rain and more rain. Kim Gyeong-no, an assistant minister, arrived from the Army Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters, and we discussed plans for attacking the enemy and for supporting one another. He stayed the night on my ship.

Day 20

Fine rain all day. The Commander of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me, and so did the Jangheung magistrate and the Maryang garrison commander. We played baduk and talked about military matters.

Day 21

Now rain, now clear. I sat alone under the awning; no one came all evening.

The Bangdap garrison commander, who has been appointed Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, took his leave to go and correct the handover inventory of the previous commander.

In the evening Kim Seong-suk and Yi Gwang-ak, the Gonyang magistrate, came to see me. The Heungyang magistrate came too.

Day 22

Clear. The wind was crisp, like an autumn sky. Assistant Minister Kim took his leave.

Sealed and sent up a report to the King along with captured Japanese muskets.

In the evening the magistrates of Jangheung and Heungyang came.

Day 23

Clear. The Suncheon, Heungyang and Jangheung magistrates and the Imchi garrison commander came. Yi Gwang-ak of Gonyang brought wine.

Day 24

Clear. In the morning I wrote letters to the capital.

The Yeongam magistrate and the Maryang garrison commander came to see me.

The Suncheon magistrate took his leave.

Sealed and sent up reports to the King on various matters.

I hear that an aide to the Provincial Governor is coming to the Gyeongsang Right naval commander.

Day 25

Clear. Before dawn I felt very ill and suffered all day.

The Boseong magistrate came to see me.

Day 26

Clear. The pain was so severe that I nearly lost consciousness.

The Gonyang magistrate took his leave.

Day 27

Clear. The pain gradually eased.

Day 28

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander and Yi Yu-ham, a ministry official, came to see me.

My son Ul arrived.

Day 29

Clear. I seemed to feel better. Today the Right Province gave wine to the fighting men of the three provinces.
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Day 1

Clear. All day the sweat poured off me like water. I seemed to feel somewhat better.

In the morning my son Myeon arrived.

Day 2

Clear. At dawn my son Hoe went home to serve the feast for Mother’s birthday.

The Commander of the Right Navy came to see me, and so did the Heungyang magistrate and the garrison commanders of Sado and Sogeun.

I was gradually getting better.

Day 3

Clear. The Heungyang magistrate took leave and went home.

The Jangheung magistrate and the Balpo fort captain came to see me.

Worked out and arranged the army’s provisions. More than three hundred blank certificates of appointment came down, along with two royal directives.

Day 4

Gales and heavy rain all day without a break, and through the night it was fiercer still. A staff officer of Won Gyun’s Gyeongsang Right Navy came to report that three Japanese in a medium-sized boat had reached Chudo, where our men ran into them and captured them. I had them sent to me under guard.

In the evening I asked Gong Tae-won about them. He said the Japanese had set sail with the wind for their homeland, met a typhoon in the open sea, lost control of the boat and drifted ashore on that island. But the words of the cunning cannot be trusted.

Yi Seol and Yi Sang-nok went home.

The scout boat from my home base came in.

Day 5

A great storm of wind and rain. It tore off three layers of roofing and sent the pieces flying high into the air. The rain came down in thick ropes, and there was no shelter anywhere. The wind and rain eased a little in the early afternoon.

The Balpo fort captain made rice cakes and sent them over.

Day 6

Overcast, clearing late. Won Gyun brought in the three captured Japanese. When questioned, they told lie after lie. I at once ordered Won Gyun to behead them.

Day 7

Clear. I seemed to feel more at ease. Had acupuncture in sixteen places.

Day 8

Clear. Byeon Eung-gak, a staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief, came bringing the Commander-in-Chief’s dispatch, a draft of his report to the King, and a royal directive. They concerned sending the fleet forward to Geoje to unnerve the enemy and make them withdraw. I called in the commanders of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and the Jeolla Right Navy and we settled the plan together.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy arrived.

Day 9

Rain and more rain all day. I sat alone in the empty pavilion. A hundred thoughts assailed me, and my heart was in turmoil.

Day 10

Rain and more rain. I rose at dawn, opened the window and looked out: our many ships filled the whole sea. Even if the enemy came at us, we could wipe them out.

The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came over and we played a board game.

My son Hoe set out by sea.

Day 11

Rain and more rain until evening. Went through the dispatches that had piled up since the third month, ruled on each one and sent them back.

The Nagan magistrate came to talk.

Heavy rain poured down day and night without stopping.

Day 12

Heavy rain all day, easing a little by evening. The Commander of the Right Navy came to see me.

Day 13

Clear. The Geommopo fort captain reported that some of the boat people under the Gyeongsang Right Navy had run off, taking oarsmen with them. When his men tried to seize them, the boat people hid in the place where Won Gyun was stationed. So I sent some guardsmen to track them down, but Won Gyun flew into a rage and had the guardsmen tied up. I sent No Yun-bal to have them set free.

Day 14

Rain and more rain all day. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me, and so did the Nagan magistrate and the commanders of Imchi and Mokpo.

Day 15

Rain and more rain all day.

Day 16

Overcast with fine rain; in the evening heavy rain all night. The roof leaked and nothing was dry. I worried a great deal about the hardship of the men on every ship, out in the rain.

The Gonyang magistrate sent a letter, and with it a draft record of the questions and answers exchanged by the monk Yujeong on his trips to and from the enemy camp. Reading it, I could not contain my anger and grief.

Day 17

Rain poured down, and the sea fog was so thick I could not see a foot in front of me. It did not stop all evening.

Day 18

Rain all day. The Mijohang garrison commander and the Sangjupo post commander came to see me.

In the evening the Boseong magistrate took his leave.

Day 19

The long rains let up for a while. Sent Hoe and Myeon back home.

Day 20

Rain and a strong wind. The Ungcheon magistrate and the Sobipo commander came to see me.

I sat alone all day, a hundred thoughts assailing me. I felt deep resentment that the Governor of Jeolla had so failed the country.

Day 21

Rain and more rain. The Ungcheon magistrate and the Sobipo commander came. We played jongjeongdo, the game of official ranks.

Byeon Sa-an, a man who had been taken captive at Jangmunpo on Geoje, escaped and came back. He said the enemy’s strength was not great.

Day 22

Rain and a strong wind. Wrote letters to the Provincial Governor and the Border Defense Commissioner and sent them off.

Day 23

Rain. The Ungcheon magistrate and the Sobipo commander came.

Late in the day the Haenam magistrate came and served wine and food. I invited the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy to join us.

Day 24

Briefly clear; rain in the evening. Yi Eok-gi of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came, and we talked all day.

My nephew Hae arrived.

Day 25

Rain and more rain. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to talk and then went back. The rain will not stop. How can I describe the misery of our fighting men?

My nephew Hae went home.

Day 26

Rain on and off. Today I sent Yi In-won and twenty-three local soldiers to my home base to bring in the barley harvest.

Day 27

Now clear, now rain. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the commanders of Sado, Balpo, Yeodo and Nokdo.

Day 28

Briefly clear. The Sado and Yeodo commanders came, saying they wanted to shoot. So I invited the Commander of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, and we shot together. We drank and talked all day before breaking up.

Inspected Gwangyang’s No. 4 ship.

Day 29

Rain in the morning, clearing late. The Jindo magistrate took his leave.

The Ungcheon and Geoje magistrates and the Jeongnyang commander came to see me and left.

At dusk Jeong Sa-rip reported that a man from Namhae had used his boat to carry off oarsmen from Suncheon. I had him seized and locked up.

Day 30

Overcast, but no rain. Punished three Gyeongsang boat people who, along with some deserters, had lured away the men of Gwangyang’s No. 1 ship.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me, and so did the Gyeongsang deputy commander.
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Day 1

Clear. Late in the day I shot at targets.

Day 2

Clear. Late in the day I went to the camp of the Commander of the Right Navy. The Gangjin magistrate served wine. We shot several rounds. Won Gyun turned up as well, but I felt unwell, so I came back early and lay watching the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and Bae Gyeong-nam play a board game for a wager.

Day 3

Clear in the morning. In the afternoon a violent downpour broke out, and even the seawater turned muddy, something rarely seen in recent memory.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and Garrison Commander Bae came over and played baduk.

Day 4

Clear. A royal guardsman came bearing a royal directive. It said that the commanders of the navy cannot work together, and that from now on they must put an end to their old ways entirely. How can I express my shame and dismay? This is all because of Won Gyun’s drunken, reckless behavior.

Day 5

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the commanders of Sado, Yeodo and Nokdo came together to shoot at targets.

Around ten at night my attendant Geumsan, his wife and his child, three in all, died of the epidemic. He had served me faithfully before my eyes for three years, and now he is gone in a single night. It is a shock.

Today the radish field was plowed.

Song Hui-rip went out to press Nagan, Heungyang and Boseong for army provisions.

Day 6

Clear. Shot fifteen rounds with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Yeodo fort captain.

Day 7

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and Garrison Commander Bae came to talk.

Punished the staff officers and clerks of Namhae.

Song Deok-il came back and said a royal directive had arrived.

Today the radishes were sown.

Day 8

Clear. The heat was like a steam bath. Shot twenty rounds with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the deputy commander of the Right Navy.

In the evening my servant Han-gyeong arrived. He says Mother is well. What joy, what relief.

The Hoeryeongpo fort captain reached the camp. The royal warrants of promotion awarded for merit in battle also arrived.

Day 9

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came to shoot. The Commander of the Right Navy came and joined our talk.

Day 10

Clear. The heat was like a steam bath. Shot five rounds.

Day 11

Clear. Heat fierce enough to melt metal. In the morning my son Ul left for my home base. The ache of parting lingers on.

Late in the day the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to shoot. We had supper together and talked under the moon, while the clear notes of a jade flute rang out.

Day 12

A strong wind but no rain. The drought is very severe.

Day 13

An extremely fierce wind. The heat was like a steam bath.

Day 14

The heat and drought are terrible; the islands are like a steam bath. I am deeply worried about the crops.

Shot twenty rounds with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the commanders of Sado, Yeodo and Nokdo.

Day 15

Clear. A light sprinkle of rain in the afternoon. Sin Gyeong-hwang arrived with a letter from the Chief State Councillor. No one could be more anxious for the country than he. I heard that Yun U-sin, a privy councillor, has died, and I could not stop mourning him.

Urgent reports came in from Suncheon and Boseong: the Ming general Zhang Hongru, aboard a flagship and leading more than a hundred men, has come by sea and already reached Byeokpajeong on Jindo.

Day 16

Rain and more rain in the morning, clearing in the evening. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 17

Clear. The Commander of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to talk.

Day 18

Clear. Jo Chu-nyeon, a staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief, arrived with orders. The Commander-in-Chief had reached Duchi and heard that the Gwangyang magistrate had shown private favoritism when moving the naval troops and posting ambushes, so he sent his officer to demand an explanation. Shocking.

Day 19

Clear. The Commander-in-Chief’s staff officer and Bae Eung-nok returned to the Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters.

Day 20

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me and we shot at targets.

Yi In-won of the scout boat came in.

Day 21

Clear. They say the report that the Ming general had already reached Byeokpajeong by sea was false.

Day 22

Clear. It was the anniversary of my grandmother’s death, so I held no office. Today the dog-day heat was twice as bad as before. The big island was like a steam bath, and people could hardly bear it.

Day 23

Clear. My deputy commander went out to press for army provisions.

A Japanese was captured alive at Gyeonnaeryang and brought in. I questioned him about the enemy’s situation and movements, and also asked what skills he had. He said he was good both at boiling down saltpeter for gunpowder and at firing muskets.

Day 24

Clear. The Suncheon magistrate and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came. Shot twenty rounds.

Day 25

Clear. Sealed and sent up fans to the King. Shot ten rounds with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 26

Clear. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Suncheon magistrate, the commanders of Sado and Yeodo, the Goseong magistrate and others.

Day 27

Clear. Shot fifteen rounds.

Day 28

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office and sat alone all day.

Jin Mu-seong came back from inspecting the Byeokbang lookout post and reported that there were no enemy ships.

Day 29

Clear. The Suncheon magistrate served wine and food. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

My son Ul arrived. He says Mother is well.
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Day 1

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Bae Eung-nok came back from the Army Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters. The Commander-in-Chief had sent him off with words of regret.

Day 2

Clear. The late summer heat was like a steam bath. The archers held a shooting trial, and the spoils taken from the enemy were handed out. Late in the day I shot at targets with the Suncheon magistrate and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 3

Clear. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Suncheon magistrate.

The Ungcheon magistrate took his leave and went home.

Those who had repeatedly stolen grain from the ships were executed.

Day 4

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Maryang garrison commander and the Sobipo post commander came and ate with me.

I ordered five bandits and one deserter to be executed together. Shot ten rounds.

Day 5

Clear. The scout boat came in, and I learned that Mother is well. What comfort, what relief.

The medical inspector came down from the capital. He is a hopelessly incompetent man, which is a pity.

Yi Eok-gi of the Right Navy and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came together. The Yeodo fort captain served wine and we drank together. Shot ten-odd rounds.

Day 6

Overcast with rain all day. I seemed to be unwell and held no office. Locked up Jeong Won-myeong and others for failing to keep their oarsmen in order.

Day 7

Sprinkles of rain. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Right Navy, the Suncheon magistrate, and the commanders of Sado, Garipo, Balpo and Nokdo.

Yi Yeong-nam went out to Gonyang to bring back ships.

Day 8

Overcast but no rain. A strong wind all day. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and ports and sent them back. Personally questioned a man from Goseong who had been taken captive and escaped.

Day 9

A strong wind. The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy bowed in reverence to his royal letter of appointment.

Late in the day I ruled on the staff officers and clerks of Suncheon, Nagan and Boseong for missing their deadlines. Received two hundred sacks of unhusked rice as army provisions from Nagan and had it distributed.

Day 10

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening. I heard that my son Myeon is gravely ill. I am anxious and worried.

Sin Hong-heon and Song Jeon arrived.

Day 11

Overcast with rain. A strong wind all day. I revised the draft of my report to the King myself. In the afternoon I shot at targets with my staff officers.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me.

Day 12

Clear. After official business I shot at targets. They say news of the death of Chief State Councillor Yu Seong-ryong has reached the Border Defense Commissioner’s headquarters. This must be a rumor invented by those who envy him, to slander him.

Day 13

I sat alone in the rain, wondering how my son Myeon’s illness was going. I cast characters to tell his fortune and drew a favorable sign. A little relief, a little relief. I also cast to see whether the rain would stop, and the answer was that heavy rain was coming. I worry for the crops.

Day 14

Rain and more rain. Since yesterday evening the rain has come down in thick ropes. The roof leaked and nothing was dry; I barely got through the night.

Day 15

Rain and more rain, clearing late. My nephew Hae and my servant Gyeong arrived. Questioning them closely, I learned that my son Myeon’s illness is beginning to mend. How great my joy! A letter from my nephew Bun says the family graves at Asan are undisturbed and the ancestral shrine is safe, and I also learned that Mother is well. What a blessing, what a blessing.

After shooting ten-odd rounds I went up to the watchtower. As I was pacing there, Park Ju-sa-ri hurried up to report that the Ming general’s ships had already reached the waters off my home base and were coming straight here. I at once sent orders to the three provinces and moved our camp to Jukdo.

Day 16

Overcast with a cold wind. From late morning the rain came down in torrents all day. Won Gyun, the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Commander of the Right Navy came together to see me.

Word came that the Ming general had reached Samcheonjin and was staying the night there. In the evening I returned to our main camp.

Day 17

Clear. At dawn I went out to the mouth of the harbor and drew up the fleet. Around ten in the morning the Ming officer, Captain Zhang Hongru, came sailing in at the head of his troops in five flagships. He went straight to the naval base and asked to come ashore so we could talk, so the other naval commanders and I went up to the archery pavilion first. When I invited him up, the captain stepped off his ship and came at once, and we sat down together.

First I told him how endlessly grateful I was that he had made the long and hard journey of ten thousand li by sea to come here. He replied that he had set sail from Zhejiang in the seventh month of last year and reached Liaodong. The people of Liaodong had urged him earnestly not to go on, saying the sea route was full of rocky islets and hidden reefs, and that peace talks were about to begin. So he had stayed in Liaodong and sent word to Vice Minister Sun Kuang and General Yang Wen. Now he had set sail at the start of the third month this year and come here. “What hardship was there in that?” he said.

I had tea served, and then a little wine. His feelings ran high, and as we talked about the enemy’s situation we did not notice how late the night had grown.

Day 18

Clear. I invited him out to the pavilion and served wine. He spoke at length of leading his ships straight to Jeju next spring and joining forces with our navy to wipe out the vile enemy completely. He was utterly sincere. We parted at the first watch of the night.

Day 19

Clear. I presented him with a list of gifts. He said he could not thank me enough and that the gifts were very generous. When I asked his courtesy name and pen name, he wrote them out for me himself: courtesy name Zhongwen, pen name Xiuchuan.

Day 20

Clear. In the morning the interpreter came to tell me that the Ming general meant to go straight home without calling on General Liu, who was staying at Namwon. I sent an earnest message to the general: “When you first reached Namwon, you already made your sincere intentions known to General Liu. If you now fail to go, people are sure to talk in the meantime. It would be best to go and see him before you return.” When the captain heard this he said, “You are quite right. I will ride alone on a single horse, meet him, and then go straight to Gunsan to board my ship.”

After breakfast the captain came to my ship. We talked at leisure, and I pressed seven parting cups on him. Then he cast off, and we went out of the harbor together. Again and again he showed his warm feelings as I saw him off. Afterward I climbed Saineam rock with Yi Eok-gi, the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Suncheon magistrate and the commanders of Balpo and Sado. We talked over our wine and then came back.

Day 21

Clear. Reported my exchanges with the Ming general to the Army Commander-in-Chief.

In the afternoon the grain ship from Heungyang came in.

I heard that my son Hoe had beaten a servant boy with a rod. I had my son brought into the yard and scolded him, but did not have him beaten.

Late in the day the Balpo fort captain came to report that he was sending out an ambush party, then left. Lent the Commander of the Right Navy twenty sacks of grain for his troops.

Day 22

Clear. In the morning I revised the draft of my report to the King. In the afternoon I shot at targets with my commanders.

Day 23

Clear. Shot at targets.

My nephew Hae went home.

Day 24

Clear. Sealed the reports to the King on various matters myself. In the evening I shot seven rounds.

Day 25

Clear. After the meal I went to the Commander of the Right Navy. Shot ten rounds. Sent Ha Cheon-su off with the reports to the King.

Day 26

Clear. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and ports and sent them back.

The Nokdo fort captain caught eight deserters and brought them in. The three ringleaders were executed, and the rest were flogged.

Letters from my sons say that Mother is well and that Myeon’s illness is gradually mending. What a blessing, what a blessing.

I hear Yun Don has come down as a field aide. Sin Cheon-gi, Sin Je-un and No Yun-bal arrived.

Day 27

Overcast and windy. Shot at targets with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Suncheon magistrate.

Day 28

Clear. Sin Je-un was appointed to a registrar’s post and left.

Day 29

Fine rain all day. I felt very ill and lay groaning through the night.


Eighth Month
Year of Gabo · 1594

Day 1

Rain without end, and a strong wind. In the evening I took a deposition under military law from Gang Jip, an aide of the Nagan magistrate, over the matter of pressing for army provisions, and then let him go.

Day 2

Rain poured down. Song Hui-rip came in.

Day 3

Overcast in the morning, clear in the evening. Practiced archery with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 4

A sprinkle of rain, clearing late. I passed judgment on the staff officers and clerks of the Gyeongsang naval commander, who had made women carry rice cakes and food on their heads when the Ming general was being entertained. The Suncheon magistrate and the Balpo commander came and shot arrows.

Day 5

Overcast in the morning. In the afternoon I went to the Gyeongsang naval commander’s quarters, talked for a while, and came back. That day the commanders of Ungcheon, Sobipo and Yeongdeung, along with Yun Dong-gu and others, arrived here as the vanguard captains.

Day 6

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening. Shot ten rounds.

The scout boat came in. I heard that Mother is well and that my son Myeon is slowly getting better.

Day 7

Rain all day.

Day 8

Rain. Defense Commander Jeong came in.

Day 9

Rain. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, Defense Commander Jeong, the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Suncheon magistrate and the Sado commander all talked together.

Day 10

Rain. Revised the draft of my report to the King.

Day 11

Heavy rain all day.

Day 12

Overcast but no rain. Late in the day I practiced archery with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the commanders of Suncheon, Ungcheon and Sobipo.

Sim Jun, a staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief, brought an order. The Commander-in-Chief wishes to discuss plans with me face to face and will be waiting for me at Sacheon on the 17th of this month.

Day 13

Clear. Sim Jun took his leave, and I sent No Yun-bal back as well.

At mid-morning I boarded ship and led the commanders to Gyeonnaeryang. I picked out a group of bold officers and sent them to Chunwon and the area around it to watch for the enemy and hunt them down.

Day 14

Overcast in the morning, rain in the evening. The commanders of Sado, Sobipo and Ungcheon sent an urgent report: a Japanese ship had anchored at Chunwon, and when they fell on it by surprise the Japanese abandoned the ship and fled. Fifteen of our people, men and women, were rescued and the enemy ship was captured.

In the early afternoon I returned to base.

Day 15

Clear. After the meal I set sail. Went with Won Gyun as far as Wolmyeongpo and spent the night there.

Day 16

Clear. Left at dawn and anchored at Sobipo. After breakfast we raised sail and reached the Sacheon wharf, where Gi Jik-nam had come with the Gonyang magistrate, so I stayed the night.

Day 17

Overcast. The Army Commander-in-Chief reached Sacheon at noon and sent a staff officer to invite me to talk. I went to his quarters, bowed before the royal edict, and then we exchanged both formal and personal courtesies and talked. Much of the misunderstanding between us seemed to clear away. He rebuked Won Gyun severely, and Won could not raise his head.

Day 18

Overcast but no rain. After breakfast the Commander-in-Chief asked for me, so I went and talked with him, then took my leave. Won Gyun lay drunk and did not come, so I sailed back alone with the magistrates of Gonyang and Geoje and the Sobipo commander, and reached the waters off Samcheonpo.

Day 19

Clear. At dawn we reached the waters behind Saryang. Won Gyun had not yet arrived. We gathered sixty bundles of arrowroot vine. Won Gyun finally arrived. Late in the day we sailed on to Dangpo.

Day 20

Clear. Left at dawn and reached our base. Yi Eok-gi and Defense Commander Jeong came to see me. Practiced archery with Yi Eok-gi and the commanders.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy reported that his mother was gravely ill and left for Heungyang.

Day 21

Clear. The commanders of Gonyang, Sado, Maryang, Namdo, Yeongdeung, Hoeryeong and Sobipo came to see me.

Day 22

Clear. The deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and the magistrates of Nagan, Gonyang and Geoje came to see me.

Day 23

Clear. Attended to official business, then practiced archery.

Day 24

Clear. Sent out Park Eon-chun, Kim Ryun and Sin Gyeong-hwang to call up naval troops from the various counties.

Defense Commander Jeong went home.

Day 25

Clear. Sent for the Gonyang magistrate and the Sobipo commander and talked with them. Shot six rounds.

Jeong Won-myeong came in.

Day 26

Clear. Attended to official business. A shellfish diver from Heungyang named Makdong had secretly loaded thirty soldiers from Jangheung onto his boat and slipped away with them, so I had him executed and his head displayed.

Went up to the archery pavilion and shot. The deputy commander from Chungcheong came and shot with me.

Day 27

Clear. Yi Eok-gi and the commanders came to shoot, and the Heungyang magistrate provided the wine.

A letter from my son Ul said my wife is very ill, so I sent my son Hoe home.

Day 28

Light rain and a strong wind. The Jindo magistrate came to see me.

Day 29

Clear, with a strong north wind. Attended to official business.

The Namhae magistrate came in.

The militia leader Seong Eung-ji has died. How sad, how very sad.

Day 30

Clear and windless. Hyeon Jeup, the Namhae magistrate, came to see me. Later Yi Eok-gi came too, along with the Jangheung magistrate, the deputy commander from Chungcheong, and the commanders of Ungcheon, Geoje and Sobipo.

I hear my wife’s illness has become critical. But with the nation’s affairs as they are, I cannot let my mind turn to anything else.

Kim Yang-gan came from the capital with letters from the Chief State Councillor and from Sim Chung-gyeom. They were full of indignation over the business with Won Gyun. It is truly shocking. They say I am holding back and refusing to advance. This is a thing to lament for a thousand years.

The Gonyang magistrate went home ill, and I let him go without seeing him. I regret that deeply.


Ninth Month
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Day 1

Clear. A dispatch and a draft report to the King arrived from Seo Seong, the Pacification Commissioner.

Day 2

Clear. I hear my wife’s illness is easing, but her strength is very low. I am deeply worried.

Day 3

Rain. At dawn a secret royal order arrived. It said that the commanders on land and sea sit with folded arms, watching one another, and none of them puts forward a single plan or devises a single scheme to advance and attack.

In three years at sea there has never been anything of the kind. Day after day I have sworn with my commanders to avenge the nation even if it costs our lives. It is only that the enemy is dug in behind strong defenses, and we cannot rush in carelessly. And is it not said: know yourself and know your enemy, and in a hundred battles you will never be in peril?

In the early evening I lit a candle and sat alone. I thought of how the nation is tottering and how I have no plan within me to save it. What can be done? What can be done?

The Heungyang magistrate happened to learn that I was sitting alone and came in. We talked until midnight.

Day 4

Clear. Won Gyun came and talked. The commanders of Sobipo and Yeodo came in.

Day 5

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came in.

Day 6

Clear, and the wind died down. Practiced archery with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, my deputy commander and the Maryang commander.

In the evening I heard that Kim Gyeong-no had reached the Right Province.

Day 7

Clear. A letter from Gwon Jun, magistrate of Suncheon, said that the Second State Councillor and the Provincial Governor will reach Suncheon around the 10th.

Day 8

Clear. The Jangheung magistrate as chief officiant and the Heungyang magistrate as master of the rites began their purification for tomorrow’s sacrifice to the war banner.

Kim, the Third Minister, came.

Day 9

Clear. The commanders practiced archery. All three provinces gathered, but Won Gyun stayed away, saying he was ill. Kim, the Third Minister, shot with us.

Day 10

Clear and calm. The Sado commander held an archery meet, and Yi Eok-gi joined in.

Kim Gyeong-no went back.

Day 11

Clear. Attended to official business. Passed sentence on a clerk from Nampyeong, and had an oarsman from Suncheon executed for stealing army grain three times.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me.

Day 12

Clear. Answered a letter from Defense Commander Jeong.

Yi Eok-gi and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came together.

Day 13

Clear and mild. I read two draft reports by Yun Gyeong-rip, the Royal Inspector for Supplies. One asked that the Jindo magistrate be dismissed. The other asked that soldiers not be drafted back and forth between the navy and the army, and that magistrates not be sent to the front. His thinking leans heavily toward easy, short-term comfort.

In the evening Ha Cheon-su arrived with the court’s replies to my reports and ninety-seven red certificates for those who passed the military examination. A letter from the Chief State Councillor came too.

Day 14

Clear. The Heungyang magistrate provided the wine. Practiced archery with Yi Eok-gi and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

The Bangdap garrison commander paid his formal and personal respects.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the commanders, and handed out the red certificates to the new examination graduates.

The deputy commander from Chungcheong left for his home province.

Day 16

Clear.

Day 17

Clear and warm. Practiced archery with the commanders.

My deputy commander Yi Mong-gu went out to bring in the harvest from the military farms.

Day 18

Clear and far too warm. Archery all day.

Yi Su-won came in.

Day 19

Rain all day. The magistrates of Heungyang, Suncheon and Haenam came and talked.

Day 20

Wind and rain. I sat alone and wrote down last night’s dream. A lone island out at sea came walking toward me and stopped right before my eyes, crouching there, with a roar like thunder. People everywhere fled in terror. I alone stood my ground and watched it from beginning to end. It was a thrilling, splendid sight.

Day 21

Clear. Went out to the archery pavilion, attended to official business, and shot. I had the commanders compete in jumping and the soldiers in wrestling. We broke up late at night.

Day 22

Yi Eok-gi, the Jangheung magistrate and the Gyeongsang deputy commander came together, received their orders, and left.

A secret letter came from the Army Commander-in-Chief. He says the army will march on the 27th.

Day 23

Clear, with a nasty wind. In the morning I went out to the archery pavilion and attended to official business.

Won Gyun came, discussed military plans, and left.

I mustered and checked eleven soldiers from Nagan and forty-five sailors from Bangdap.

Day 24

Clear. Strong wind all day. Attended to official business. Today I handed out signal coats: nine yellow coats for the Left Province, ten red coats for the Right Province, and four black coats for Gyeongsang.

Day 25

Clear. Kim, the Third Minister, came in with seventy men, and Park, also a Third Minister, with six hundred. Jo Bung came too. They stayed the night and we talked late.

Day 26

Clear. At dawn Gwak Jae-u, Kim Deok-ryeong and others reached Gyeonnaeryang. I sent Park Chun-yang to ask why they had crossed over, and they said the Army Commander-in-Chief had ordered them to join forces with the navy.

Day 27

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening. In the morning we sailed out of the harbor, all the ships setting off together. We halted in the waters off Jeokdo, where Gwak Jae-u, Kim Deok-ryeong, Commander Han and Ju Mong-ryong arrived together. After we agreed on our plans, I sent each of them where they wished to go.

In the evening Seon, the Provincial Army Commander, came to the fleet, so I had him board one of my command’s ships.

Day 28

Overcast. Before dawn I lit a candle and sat alone, and cast lots on how our attack on the enemy would go. The signs were mostly good. We made camp in the inner waters of Hyungdo.

Day 29

Clear. We sailed and charged into the waters off Jangmunpo. The enemy held to their strongholds and would not come out. They had built tall towers and walled forts on two peaks, and made no move at all to fight back. We attacked two of their forward ships, and the crews went ashore and fled. We rammed and burned the empty ships. Spent the night at Chilcheollyang.


Tenth Month
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Day 1

With the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the vanguard captains I drove straight into Yeongdeungpo. The vile enemy had their ships tied up along the shore and not one came out to fight. At dusk we returned to the waters off Jangmunpo. As the Sado commander’s second ship was being made fast to the shore, a small enemy boat darted in and threw fire onto it. The fire went out before it could spread, but I was furious and bitter. I gave a light reprimand to the staff officers of Yi Eok-gi and of the Gyeongsang naval commander for their lapse, and punished the Sado staff officer severely. Around ten at night we returned to Chilcheollyang and spent the night there.

Day 2

Clear. I sent thirty vanguard ships to Jangmunpo to look over the enemy’s strength and report back.

Day 3

Clear. I led the commanders myself to Jangmunpo early in the day and offered battle all day long, but the enemy was afraid and would not come out. At dusk we returned to Chilcheollyang.

Day 4

Clear. By arrangement with Gwak Jae-u, Kim Deok-ryeong and others, several hundred picked men went ashore and climbed the hills. I sent the vanguard ahead to Jangmunpo to dart in and out and provoke the enemy, and late in the day I led the main body in to close the pressure. With land and sea forces working together, the enemy lost their nerve and scattered east and west in confusion. But when our land troops saw the enemy swinging their swords, they promptly came back down to the ships. We returned to Chilcheollyang and made camp.

The royal messenger Yi Gye-myeong arrived with a royal token and a royal message of encouragement. The King sent me a gift of sable furs.

Day 5

Strong wind all day. Worked on the draft of my report to the King.

Day 6

Clear. Early in the morning I sent the vanguard to the enemy’s lair at Jangmunpo. The Japanese had planted a notice in the ground that read: “Japan and Great Ming are now making peace. We may not fight one another.”

A Japanese soldier came to the foot of the hill at Chilcheollyang wanting to surrender. The Gonyang magistrate called him in, took him aboard, and questioned him. He was one of the Japanese from Yeongdeung. We moved camp to Hyungdo.

Day 7

Clear. Seon, the Provincial Army Commander, Gwak Jae-u, Kim Deok-ryeong and the others left.

Cut 183 bundles of thatching grass.

Day 8

Clear and windless. In the morning we sailed to the enemy’s lair at Jangmunpo, but as before they would not come out. After a show of force we returned to Hyungdo and cut 260 bundles of thatching grass. Then we sailed on to Hansando, arriving around midnight.

Day 9

Clear. Kim Gyeong-no and Park Jong-nam, both Third Ministers, Defense Commander Kim Eung-ham, Defense Commander Han Myeong-dal, Bae Seol, magistrate of Jinju, and Baek Sa-rim, magistrate of Gimhae, came together to take their leave and went home.

Archery all day.

The magistrates of Namhae, Hadong, Sacheon and Goseong took their leave and went home.

Day 10

Clear. Revised the draft of my report to the King.

Bak Ja-yun and the Gonyang magistrate stayed on and did not leave. The magistrates of Heungyang, Boseong and Jangheung took their leave and went home.

Day 11

Clear. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches and sent them back.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to see me.

Day 12

Clear. Won Gyun said he wanted to report to the King himself about his part in attacking the enemy, so I drew up a dispatch and sent it.

Following a dispatch from the Border Defense Council, the Army Commander-in-Chief sent out rat-fur earmuffs: fifteen pairs for the Left Province, ten for the Right Province, ten for Gyeongsang and five for Chungcheong. I finished revising the draft report and sent it up.

Day 13

Clear. I heard my aide from the court had already reached Sacheon, so I sent Sacheon’s first ship out to fetch him.

Day 14

Clear. I dreamed before dawn that the Japanese came begging to surrender. They handed over five six-barreled guns and their swords as well. The man who brought their message was named Kim Seo-sin. The Japanese all came over and surrendered.

Day 15

Clear. Park Chun-yang set out carrying my report to the King.

Day 16

Clear. Seo Seong, the Pacification Commissioner, arrived here at dusk. Talked with him, Yi Eok-gi and Won Gyun.

Day 17

Clear. The royal inspector came and we talked at leisure. He told me a great deal about how Won Gyun has deceived the court. It is truly shocking. My aide from the court came in.

Day 18

Clear. My aide performed the formal bow toward the King.

Day 19

Contrary winds. Talked with my aide in the morning.

Day 20

Overcast in the morning. The Pacification Commissioner left. Yi Eok-gi came to say goodbye and went home.

Day 21

Clear. My aide, my deputy commander and the Balpo commander left.

Three Japanese who had surrendered were sent over from Won Gyun’s quarters, and I took their depositions.

Day 22

Overcast. Yi Jeok and the monk Uineung left.

Day 23

Clear.

Day 24

Clear. Sent for my deputy commander and practiced archery.

Day 25

Clear, with a strong west wind. The commanders of Namdo and Yeongdeung came and talked.

Sin Ho, a Third Minister and former magistrate of Nagan, arrived with a directive from the Chief Commissioner, along with cotton, felt hats and a bolt of cotton cloth. We talked until nightfall, when he withdrew. Gwon Jun of Suncheon had also stopped by while he was being taken away under arrest. Seeing him left me uneasy.

Day 26

Clear.

Day 27

Rain in the morning, clearing later. The Mijohang garrison commander came and bowed before the royal edict, and then we talked. At dusk he took his leave.

Day 28

Clear. Attended to official business. The fort captains of Geumgap and Ijin came to see me.

After the meal the deputy commanders of the Right Province and of Gyeongsang came and took away their share of the cotton.

Day 29

Clear. The west wind was bitterly cold.

Day 30

Clear. I meant to send ships in to search out and attack the enemy, but Gyeongsang had no warships ready, so I waited for them to assemble.

Around midnight my son Hoe came in.


Eleventh Month
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Day 1

At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King.

Day 2

Clear. I named commanders and sent them in to search out and attack the enemy: the Sado commander for the Left Province, the Right Province’s deputy commander Yi Jeong-chung for the Right Province, and Seong Yun-mun, garrison commander of Mijohang, for Gyeongsang.

Day 3

Clear. Kim Cheon-seok arrived at the camp with a directive from the Border Defense Council, bringing three Japanese who had surrendered, Yayeomun among them.

Day 4

Clear. Heard what the surrendered Japanese had to tell.

The scholar who is to carry our letter of congratulation to the King came in.

Day 5

Overcast with a fine drizzle. The Border Defense Commissioner had one of his staff officers escort thirteen surrendered Japanese here.

Day 6

Overcast. Warm as a spring day. Yi Yeong-nam, Yi Jeong-chung and Sin, the Third Minister, came and we talked together.

Day 7

Cleared late. The commanders of Geumgap, Sado, Yeodo and Yeongdeung came to see me.

Sin, the Third Minister, reported that the Army Commander-in-Chief is staying at the naval camp.

Day 8

A sprinkle of rain, clearing late.

Day 9

Clear, but the wind was contrary.

Day 10

Clear. Yi Hui-nam came in. I hear my nephew Noe has also come to the Left Naval Command.

Day 11

The winter solstice. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King and fed the fighting men red-bean porridge.

The Right Province’s deputy commander and Jeong Dam-su came to see me.

Day 12

Clear.

Day 13

Clear. The Army Commander-in-Chief had a staff officer of the Defense Commissioner bring fourteen surrendered Japanese here.

Day 14

Clear. The Provincial Army Commander of the Right had one of his staff officers bring seven surrendered Japanese here.

Day 15

Clear. Warm as a spring day; the seasons are out of order.

Today is my father’s memorial day, so I did not go out but sat alone in my room. How can I put my grief into words? How can I?

Letters from my son Ul and the others say Mother is well. What a blessing, what a blessing. A letter came from the Chief State Councillor.

Day 16

Clear. A slight chill in the wind. The Right Province’s deputy commander, the commanders of Yeodo, Hoeryeongpo, Sado, Nokdo, Geumgapdo and Yeongdeung, Jeong Dam-su, the former Eoran fort captain, and others came to see me and went back.

Day 17

Clear and warm. The frost lay thick as snow. My nephew Noe and my son Ul came in.

Day 18

Clear. A strong wind blew until evening.

Day 19

Clear. A strong wind blew all night without letting up.

Day 20

Clear. Won Gyun came to see me and went back.

Day 21

Clear. Yi Seol set out carrying my report to the King on the performance reviews of the officers.

Day 22

Clear. Shot five rounds.

Day 23

Clear. Army provisions arrived from Heungyang and Suncheon. Yi Gyeong-bok came. I heard that the Border Defense Commissioner and others have been impeached.

Day 24

Clear. Mild as spring. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches.

Day 25

Overcast. Before dawn I dreamed I met Yi Il. I went on at length and said to him: “At a time when the nation is in peril, you have been given a heavy charge. Yet you give no thought to repaying the country. You insist on keeping a loose woman, you will not stay in the official quarters, and you live privately in a house outside the walls, making yourself a laughingstock. What do you mean by it? And they say you have assigned weapons for land fighting to every naval county and port and keep hounding them without pause. What sense is there in that?” The Border Defense Commissioner was at a loss for words and could not answer. I stretched, woke up, and found it was only a dream.

After the meal I went out to the main hall and attended to official business.

Day 26

Minor Cold, the start of the deep winter. Clear and warm.

Day 27

Clear. The surrendered Japanese who had been sent out to the Left and Right Provinces were all gathered back here, and I had them practice firing guns.

The Right Province’s deputy commander, the Geoje magistrate, and the commanders of Sado and Yeodo came together to see me.

Day 28

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 29 of this month to the end of the twelfth month.]


Part IV
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Entries survive for the first through twelfth months. This part holds 345 entries. Gaps in the diary are marked in the text.
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Day 1

Clear. I lit a candle and sat alone, thinking about the state of the country, and before I knew it tears were running down my face. Then I thought of my sick mother, eighty years old, and the worry stayed with me all night.

At dawn the commanders and the men of the various units came to offer New Year greetings. Won Jeon, Yun Eon-sim, Go Gyeong-un and others came to see me. I gave the men of the various units wine.

Day 2

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Revised the draft of a report to the King.

Day 3

Clear. Went out early to the main hall and wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and ports and sent them back.

Day 4

Clear. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the commanders of Geoje, Geumgapdo, Sobipo and Yeodo came to see me.

Day 5

Clear. Wrote rulings on dispatches.

My nephew Bong came in with my son Ul. I heard that Mother is well. What joy, what relief! All night a thousand thoughts of longing kept me from sleep.

Day 6

Clear. Eo Eung-rin and the Goseong magistrate came.

Day 7

Clear. Talked with the Heungyang magistrate and Bang Eon-sun. Yayeomun and other Japanese who had surrendered at Namhae came to present themselves.

Day 8

Clear, with a strong wind. After receiving the formal greetings of the Gwangyang magistrate, I had him flogged for failing to meet the deadline set in my orders.

Day 9

Clear. After the meal I sent Yayeomun and the others back to Namhae.

Day 10

Park Jin, magistrate of Suncheon, performed the formal bow in receipt of the royal edict. Hearing that Won Gyun, the Gyeongsang naval commander, had arrived at the wharf, I called him in and we talked. The magistrates of Suncheon, Heungyang, Gwangyang, Ungcheon, Goseong and Geoje and the deputy commander of the Right Navy also came to take their leave.

Day 11

Hail, with an east wind. After the meal the commanders of Suncheon, Heungyang, Goseong, Ungcheon and Yeongdeung came and talked. The Goseong magistrate took his leave to go and oversee the building of new ships.

Day 12

Overcast, with a strong wind. Wrote rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and ports and sent them back.

Late in the day the Suncheon magistrate took his leave. Yi Ui-deuk, the Gyeongsang deputy commander, came to see me.

Day 13

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening. Park Chi-gong came.

Day 14

Clear. A strong east wind. I felt unwell and lay groaning. The commanders of Yeongdeung, Sacheon and Yeodo came to see me.

Day 15

Clear. I sent for Yi Jeong-chung, deputy commander of the Right Navy, and he lost his footing and fell into the water. He swam for some time before he was pulled out with great difficulty. I called him in and comforted him.

Day 16

Clear. Went out to the main hall and attended to official business.

Day 17

Clear, warm and windless. Went out to the main hall and attended to official business. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the commanders of Sobipo, Geoje and Mijohang all came; we shot at targets and then broke up.

Day 18

Overcast. Wrote rulings on dispatches.

Late in the day I shot ten rounds and stopped.

Day 19

Clear. Went out to the main hall and attended to official business. Yi Won-jin, a refugee from Okgu, came. The commanders of Jangheung, Nagan and Balpo arrived, and I passed judgment on them for coming late.

A little later a fire broke out on a Yeodo warship and spread to four warships of Gwangyang, Suncheon and Nokdo. I cannot express how bitterly I regret it.

Day 20

Clear. In the morning my brother Yeo-pil and my nephew Hae left with Yi Eung-bok. My son Ul came in with my nephew Bun. I heard that Mother is well. Such a relief, such a relief.

Day 21

Fine rain all day. Played a board game with Yi Gyeong-myeong. The Jangheung magistrate came to see me, and through him I heard that Yi Il, the Border Defense Commissioner, is conducting himself disgracefully and doing all he can to harm me. Laughable, truly laughable.

Day 22

Clear. Strong wind all day. Yi Tae-su, a staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief, came bearing orders. He said he would find out which commanders had arrived and which had not before he left.

Late in the day I went up to the pavilion and passed judgment on the captains and clerks of the ships that had burned. In the first watch of the night a fire broke out in the house where the Geumgapdo fort captain was lodging, and it burned to the ground.

Day 23

Strong wind all day. The Jangheung magistrate came with my deputy commander and the Heungyang magistrate, and we talked. They went back at dusk.

Day 24

Clear, with a strong wind. Said farewell to Yi Won-jin.

Day 25

Clear. The magistrates of Jangheung and Heungyang, my deputy commander, and the commanders of Yeongdeung and Geoje came to see me.

Day 26

Overcast and windy. The scout boat came in. I was told that an officer of the law had come to arrest the Heungyang magistrate. Yi Hui also came.

Day 27

Clear. Bitterly cold, as if it were midwinter. Went out to the main hall and received the formal greetings of the magistrates of Yeongam, Gangjin and others.

Day 28

Clear. A strong, freezing wind. Hwang Seung-heon arrived.

Day 29

Overcast, but no rain.

Day 30

Clear. A strong east wind. The Boseong magistrate arrived.
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Day 1

Clear and windy. Went out early to the main hall and passed judgment on the Boseong magistrate for arriving late. Two Japanese deserters were executed.

An officer of the State Tribunal came to say that he was taking the Heungyang magistrate away under arrest.

Day 2

Overcast, with a strong wind. The Heungyang magistrate was taken away under arrest.

Went out to the main hall and attended to official business.

Day 3

Clear. Went out early to the main hall and questioned the men suspected of throwing fire onto the Heungyang ship. I pressed Sin Deok-su hard, but could not get the truth out of him, so I had him locked up.

Day 4

Clear. I felt somewhat unwell. The Jangheung magistrate and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came. A reply came from the Army Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters, along with a letter from his aide. My nephew Bong and my son Hoe came in with O Jong-su.

Day 5

Clear. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came.

Yun Hong-nyeon, fort captain of Cheonseong, performed the formal bow in receipt of the royal edict.

Day 6

Clear, with a strong wind. Shot at targets with the Jangheung magistrate, the deputy commander of the Right Navy and others.

Day 7

Clear. The Boseong magistrate brought wine, and we talked all day.

Day 8

Overcast.

Day 9

Rain.

Day 10

Scattered rain, and a strong wind as well. Talked all day with Hwang Suk-do.

Day 11

Rain, clearing briefly late in the day. Hwang Suk-do went home with my nephew Bun, Heo Ju and Byeon Jon-seo.

Attended to official business all day. At dusk a royal directive arrived: it concerned keeping the military farms in proper order.

Day 12

Clear and still. Yun Yeop arrived. Late in the day I shot ten-odd rounds. The Jangheung magistrate and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came and shot too.

Day 13

Clear. Went out early to the main hall. Three hundred bags of rice from the Doyang military farm were brought in by ship, and I shared them out among the ports. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, arrived, together with the officers of Jindo, Muan, Hampyeong, Namdopo, Maryang, Hoeryeongpo and other places.

Day 14

Clear and mild. After the meal the magistrates of Jindo, Muan and Hampyeong performed the formal bow in receipt of the royal edict. Then I passed judgment on them for failing to send their full quota of sailors for defense duty and for not building and bringing their warships. The Yeongam magistrate was also charged.

My nephews Bong, Hae and Bun left together with Bang Eung-won.

Day 15

Clear, mild and warm. At dawn I performed the rite of bowing toward the distant King and offered congratulations. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the commanders of Garipo and Jindo joined in.

Had my flagship smoked out.

Day 16

Clear. I went out and sat in the main hall. Jo Bal, the Hampyeong magistrate, had been censured and came to take his leave, so I gave him wine and saw him off. Sin Ho, the Assistant Defense Commander, arrived at the base and performed the formal bow before the royal edict, after which we talked.

In the evening I boarded ship and moved out to anchor in open water. In the second watch of the night we sailed on and reached Chunwondo. Dawn was about to break, and still the Gyeongsang fleet had not arrived.

Day 17

Clear. In the morning I hurried the men through their meal and sailed straight to the waters in front of the Right Naval Command. Seven Japanese inside the fort saw our ships and fled, so we turned around and came out. I called in the Jangheung magistrate and Assistant Commander Sin and discussed plans all day, then returned to base. At dusk Im Yeong and Jeong Eung-un, another Assistant Defense Commander, arrived.

Day 18

Clear. The scout boat came in.

Day 19

Clear. In the morning I went out to the main hall and attended to official business. The commanders of Geoje, Muan, Pyeongsanpo and Hoeryeongpo came, and so did Heo Jeong-eun. Song Han-ryeon came and told me he would catch fish and trade them for army provisions.

Day 20

Clear. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Jangheung magistrate and Assistant Commander Sin came and talked. They told me a great deal about Won Gyun’s vicious and outrageous behavior. Shocking, truly shocking.

Day 21

Light rain, clearing late. The officers of Boseong, Ungcheon, Sobipo, Gangjin and Pyeongsan and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came to see me.

Day 22

Clear. Went out to the main hall and sealed my reports to the King. Late in the day I called in my deputy commander and the commanders of Nagan and Nokdo and served them rice cakes.

Day 23

Clear. Assistant Commander Sin and the Jangheung magistrate came and talked.

Day 24

Overcast. Heavy thunder and lightning, but no rain. I felt somewhat unwell. Won Jeon took his leave.

Day 25

Overcast, and the wind was against us. My sons Hoe and Ul came in, and from them I heard that Mother is well.

Yi Jeon, who had carried my report to the King, came back bringing the court gazette and a letter from the Chief State Councillor, Yu Seong-ryong.

Day 26

Overcast. In the morning I sealed sixteen letters and reports to the King together and sent them off with Jeong Yeo-heung.

Day 27

Cold Food Day. Clear. Won Gyun handed over his command at the harbor, and the new naval commander, Bae Seol, arrived here. When Won Gyun was told to perform the formal bow before the royal edict, he showed great displeasure, and I hear that only after being reasoned with again and again did he grudgingly comply. His ignorance is beyond laughable.

Day 28

Clear. Went out to the main hall and talked with the Jangheung magistrate and the deputy commander of the Right Navy. The commanders of Gwangyang and Mokpo came too.

Day 29

Clear. Go Yeo-u went out to Changsindo. Naval Commander Bae came to discuss setting up a military farm and other matters. Assistant Commander Sin came too. In the evening Bang Seung-gyeong, fort captain of Okpo, Yi Chung-seong, fort captain of Dagyeongpo, and others performed the formal bow before the royal edict.

Day 30

Rain and more rain. Went out to the main hall and attended to official business.
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Day 1

Clear. I gathered the soldiers of the three provinces who had spent the winter here and handed out the cotton cloth the King had sent as a gift. Assistant Defense Commander Jeong arrived.

Day 2

Overcast.

Day 3

Clear.

Day 4

Clear. Park Jong-nam, an Assistant Defense Commander, arrived.

Day 5

Rain and more rain. No Dae-hae came.

Day 6

Clear.

Day 7

Clear. Assistant Commanders Park and Sin came to see me, and so did my deputy commander and the Jindo magistrate.

Day 8

Clear. After the meal I went out to the main hall. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander, the two Assistant Defense Commanders, my deputy commander, and the commanders of Garipo, Nagan, Boseong, Gwangyang and Nokdo all gathered and talked.

Day 9

Clear. Went out to the main hall late in the day. Jang Rin, the new garrison commander of Bangdap, and Yi Dam, the new fort captain of Okpo, paid their official and personal respects. Yi Gon-byeon of Jinju came to see me and went home.

Day 10

Overcast, with fine rain. Talked with Assistant Commander Park. An Hong-guk, the Boseong magistrate, took his leave.

Day 11

Overcast, with a strong wind. Jo Hyeong-do, a registrar of the Office of Provisions, came and told me about the enemy’s strength in the eastern part of Gyeongsang and what Japanese defectors had reported. Hideyoshi has been sending out troops for three years with nothing to show for it, so he means to send more across the sea and set up a camp at Busan. It is said the crossing has already been fixed for the eleventh day of the third month.

Day 12

Overcast. Assistant Commander Park played a board game with my deputy commander.

Day 13

Overcast, with a strong wind. In the morning I invited Park Ja-yun to breakfast with me. After the evening meal Jo Hyeong-do came to see me and went back.

Day 14

Rain and more rain, but the wind dropped. The Namhae magistrate arrived at the base.

Day 15

The rain let up for a while and the wind died down too. After the meal Jo Hyeong-do took his leave.

Late in the day I shot at targets.

Day 16

Rain. Kim Wan, garrison commander of Sado, arrived. From him I heard that Yi Ip-bu, the former Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, had been caught out by the supply inspector Gang Cheom over some two hundred bags of army grain, and had been arrested for questioning. I also heard that the new Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, Yi Gye-hun, had a fire break out on his ship. I am deeply shocked.

I am told that Deputy Minister Gwon Jun has come to the Left Naval Command at Yeosu.

Day 17

The rain seemed to be easing. My son Myeon went home with Heo Ju, Park In-yeong and others.

Today I went over the accounts of army provisions and tagged them.

The Chungcheong deputy commander sent an urgent report: the naval commander Yi Gye-hun, when fire broke out, threw himself into the water and drowned, and more than a hundred and forty staff officers and oarsmen were burned to death. Shocking, truly shocking.

Late in the day the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy sent an urgent report. A Japanese named Sim An-eun had come over to our ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang to surrender. Questioned, he said he was one of the Japanese garrisoned at Yeongdeung, and that his commander, Sim An-don, was leaving his son in his place and would soon go home to Japan.

Day 18

Clear. Gwon Eon-gyeong arrived with my brother Yeo-pil, my nephew Bong and Su-won. Through them I heard that Mother is well. My joy and relief know no bounds.

The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came and talked.

Day 19

Clear. Shot at targets with Gwon Eon-gyeong.

Day 20

Rain and more rain. After the meal I set out for the quarters of the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy. On the way I met Naval Commander Bae, and we talked briefly on board ship. He took his leave, saying he was going to inspect a site for a military farm at Milpo. Then I reached the Right Navy Commander’s quarters. I got very drunk and came back at dusk.

Day 21

Clear. Late in the day Yeo-pil, my nephew Bong and Su-won went home. The assistant magistrate of Naju and my deputy commander came to see me.

At noon I went to Assistant Commander Park’s quarters and played baduk.

Day 22

A strong east wind. Overcast in the morning, clearing later. Shot at targets with the three Assistant Defense Commanders. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came and joined us. At dusk we stopped and I came back.

Day 23

Clear. After breakfast I climbed the peak in front of the camp on foot with the three Assistant Defense Commanders and my deputy commander. The view was open on three sides, and my eye could follow the road all the way to the north. We laid out a place for targets and cleared ground to sit on. I forgot to go back all day.

Day 24

Overcast and windless. Wrote rulings on dispatches. Late in the day I shot with the three Assistant Defense Commanders.

Day 25

Rain all day. Deputy Minister Gwon, my deputy commander, the commander of Namdopo and the assistant magistrate of Naju came to see me. The Yeonggwang magistrate came again. I played a board game with Deputy Minister Gwon, and Gwon won.

In the evening I felt very unwell. At cockcrow the fever eased a little, but no sweat came.

Day 26

Clear. The Yeonggwang magistrate left. Late in the day I shot fifteen rounds with Assistant Commanders Sin and Park and my deputy commander. In the evening Naval Commander Bae, Yi Un-ryong and An Wi came to tell me they were going to Saryang to welcome the new Provincial Governor, and they left.

In the second watch of the night the east went dark and then at once grew bright again. I do not know what it portends.

Day 27

Clear. After the meal the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came here, and we shot at targets all day. After dark I went to Assistant Commander Park’s quarters, called in the commanders of Balpo, Sado and Nokdo, and we talked until we broke up. The scout boat came in. Pyoma and my servant Geum-i and others arrived, and they say Mother is well.

Day 28

Clear. Shot ten-odd rounds. Late in the day the Sado garrison commander came and told me that, on the authority of a dispatch from the Provincial Inspector, the military tallies of the various ports had been handed out directly to each port. I do not know the reason for it.

Day 29

Clear. After the meal I shot twenty-three rounds with the two Assistant Defense Commanders, Yi Un-ryong and Jo Gye-jong. Naval Commander Bae came back from the Provincial Inspector’s headquarters, and the garrison commander of Mijohang also arrived at the base.
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Day 1

Clear, with a strong wind. Hearing that Kim Goeng, a scholar from Namwon, had come to the base on navy business, I talked with him.

Day 2

Clear. Attended to official business all day.

Day 3

Clear. The three Assistant Defense Commanders went over to the Right Navy’s camp. I shot at targets with the Sado garrison commander.

Day 4

Clear. In the morning the Gyeongsang naval commander invited me to archery, so I went to his quarters, sharing a boat with Assistant Commanders Gwon and Park. The Jeolla naval commander had already arrived, so we shot together, talked all day, and then I came back.

Day 5

Clear. Yi Chan, a royal messenger, arrived at the base with a secret directive from the King.

Day 6

Fine rain all day. Talked with Deputy Minister Gwon.

Day 7

Clear. At dusk I put out to sea, reached Gyeonnaeryang after dark and spent the night there.

The royal messenger went back.

Day 8

Clear. A strong east wind. I heard that the enemy had slipped away in the night, so we did not go in to attack. Late in the day I reached Chimdo and shot at targets with Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and Naval Commander Bae. All the commanders came and joined in. In the evening I returned to my base.

Day 9

Clear. Shot at targets with Assistant Commander Park.

Day 10

Clear. A runner from the Guhwa post station came to report that three enemy ships had again appeared off the station. So I had the center-wing commanders of the three provinces each take five ships and race to Gyeonnaeryang, to size up the situation and wipe them out.

Day 11

Clear. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me. We shot at targets and talked all day, and then he went back. Jeong Yeo-heung arrived. I also read a letter from Byeon Jon-seo and learned that he got home safely. I could not have been happier.

Day 12

Clear. Eighteen replies to my reports to the King came back, along with letters from the Chief and Right State Councillors and a reply from Ja-im.

To hurry along the army provisions, I sent out men of my personal guard: Yang Eung-won to Suncheon and Gwangyang, Bae Seung-ryeon to Gwangju and Naju, Song Ui-ryeon to Heungyang and Boseong, and Kim Chung-ui to Gurye and Gokseong.

The center-wing commanders of the three provinces, Seong Yun-mun, Kim Wan and Yi Eung-pyo, came back from Gyeonnaeryang and reported that the enemy had withdrawn.

Naval Commander Bae left for Milpo.

Day 13

Overcast and rainy. The three Assistant Defense Commanders came together. I sealed four reports and letters to the King and sent them up with a staff officer from Geoje.

In the evening Jo Eung-do, the Goseong magistrate, came and spoke about the enemy. He also said the Japanese on Geoje had asked Ungcheon for troops and were planning a night raid. It may not be true, but there is reason to be wary of it.

Day 14

A brief shower. In the morning the Heungyang magistrate performed the formal bow before the royal edict.

Day 15

Overcast. Sealed and sent up my various reports to the King together with the Dano festival tribute.

Day 16

Heavy rain all day. The rain has soaked the land well, so I think we can look forward to a bumper harvest this year.

Day 17

Clear. A strong northeast wind. After the meal I went out to the main hall and shot fifteen rounds with the three Assistant Defense Commanders. Naval Commander Bae came here and then went on to where the fields are being broken at Haepyeongjang. The Mijohang garrison commander also came, shot at targets, and left.

Day 18

Clear. After the meal I went out and sat in the main hall. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and Naval Commander Bae, the officers of Garipo, Mijohang, Ungcheon, Sado and Balpo, Yi Ui-deuk, and the border commanders of the three provinces all gathered to shoot. Assistant Commanders Gwon and Sin joined us too.

Day 19

Clear. Assistant Commander Park boarded ship to go on a search-and-destroy patrol.

Day 20

Clear. Late in the day I went to the quarters of the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, had a quiet talk, and came back. Yi Yeong-nam came down with the court’s reply to my report: it ordered an execution in the Namhae case, with the head to be put on display.

Day 21

Clear, with a strong wind. Went out to the main hall and shot ten rounds.

Day 22

Clear. In the afternoon the Mijohang garrison commander, Yi Un-ryong, Go Yeo-u, fort captain of Jeongnyang, and Jo Gye-jong, fort captain of Yeongdeung, arrived with the two Assistant Defense Commanders, so we shared the wine and meat that Jeong Sa-jun had sent. While they were here I read the order that, for violating military orders, the man in the Namhae case was to be executed and his head displayed.

Day 23

Clear. A strong south wind; no boats could go out. Went up to the pavilion and attended to official business.

Day 24

Clear. Early in the morning I sent my son Ul and my nephews Noe and Wan home to prepare a meal for Mother’s birthday.

At noon Gang Cheon-seok came running to report that the Japanese deserter Mangisiro had been caught lying hidden in thick grass, and that another Japanese had thrown himself into the water and drowned. I had him brought in at once. I gathered all the surrendered Japanese attached to the three provinces and had him beheaded on the spot. Mangisiro went to his death without the slightest sign of fear. A hard man indeed.

Day 25

Clear and windless. Deuk-bok, a runner from the Guhwa post station, brought an urgent report from the Gyeongsang deputy commander: more than fifty Japanese ships, large, medium and small, had come out of Ungcheon and were heading for Jinhae. So I sent O Su and others out to scout.

The Heungyang magistrate came to see me. Yi Yeo-nyeom, fort captain of Saryang, took his leave. My son Hoe and my nephew Hae arrived, and I heard that Mother is well. What a relief, what a relief.

Day 26

Clear. At dawn the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and Assistant Commander Sin took more than twenty of their ships out on patrol. Late in the day I shot twenty rounds with Deputy Minister Gwon and the commanders of Heungyang, Sado and Yeodo.

Day 27

Clear and windless. I felt unwell. Deputy Minister Gwon, the Mijohang garrison commander and the Yeongdeung fort captain came, and we shot ten rounds together.

In the third watch of the night the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy returned to base from his patrol. He said there was no sign of the enemy anywhere.

Day 28

Clear. After the meal I went out to the main hall and attended to official business. The commanders of the Jeolla Right Navy and the Gyeongsang Navy came and shot at targets.

Song Deok-il arrested the Hadong magistrate and brought him in.

Day 29

Rain began in the fourth watch of the night and cleared completely by early morning. After the Haenam magistrate paid his official and personal respects, I gave the Hadong magistrate ninety strokes of the rod for twice failing to arrive by the deadline. The Haenam magistrate got ten strokes. The Mijohang garrison commander asked for leave.

Talked with the three Assistant Defense Commanders.

No Yun-bal gathered ninety-nine bundles of seaweed and brought them in.

Day 30

Clear. Shot ten rounds.
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Day 1

Heavy wind and rain.

Day 2

Clear. A very rough wind in the morning. Late in the day the commanders of Ungcheon, Geoje, Yeongdeung and Okpo came to see me.

In the second watch of the night the scout boat came in with word that Mother is well. They say the aide from headquarters has already reached the Left Naval Command at Yeosu.

Day 3

Clear. Shot fifteen rounds. The Haenam magistrate came to see me. The Geumgap fort captain arrived at the base.

Day 4

Clear. Today is Mother’s birthday. I could not go and offer my greetings in person, but sit alone by the distant sea. How can I put my longing into words?

Late in the day I shot fifteen rounds. The Haenam magistrate took his leave. In a letter from my son I read that in Liaodong a man named Wang Jak-deok, claiming descent from the Wang family, the old royal house of Goryeo, means to raise an army. Most alarming.

Day 5

Rain and more rain, clearing briefly in the early evening. Shot three rounds. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and the Gyeongsang naval commander gathered with the other commanders. Late in the afternoon the aide Yu Gong-jin arrived, together with Yi Chung-il, Choe Dae-seong and Sin Gyeong-hwang.

I felt chilled and unwell, vomited badly, and went to bed.

Day 6

Clear and windless. In the morning the aide performed the formal bow before the royal edict, after which I received his official and personal respects and talked with him. Late in the day I shot twenty rounds.

Day 7

Clear. In the morning I talked with the aide and my deputy commander.

Day 8

Overcast, but no rain. After breakfast we set sail, and the commanders of all three provinces went together to Seoninam, where we talked and enjoyed the scenery and shot at targets.

Today the Bangdap garrison commander arrived with letters from my sons. On the fourth, they wrote, my servant Chun-se started a fire that spread and burned more than ten houses, but it did not reach the house where Mother is living. That at least is a mercy.

Before dark we turned the boats around and returned to base. The aide and my deputy commander both stayed behind for a gathering of men who had passed the examinations together.

Day 9

Clear. After breakfast the aide went back, and my deputy commander went with him. Shot twenty rounds.

Day 10

Clear. Shot twenty rounds, with many hits.

I hear the aide and the others have reached the Left Naval Command.

Day 11

Scattered rain late in the day. Sixty-eight bags of army provisions for Duchi, from Namwon, Sunchang, Okgwa and elsewhere, were brought in by ship.

Day 12

Overcast, and the rain would not stop, though it cleared briefly in the evening. Went out to the main hall and attended to official business. Deputy Minister Gwon came with Assistant Commander Sin.

Day 13

Rain pouring down as if from a bucket, all day without a break. I sat alone in the hall, a thousand thoughts crowding my heart. I sent for Bae Yeong-su to play the geomungo, and also invited the three Assistant Defense Commanders to talk.

For six days now the scout boat has not come, and I do not know whether Mother is well. There is no end to my anxiety.

Day 14

Overcast, and the rain went on day and night. After breakfast I went out to the main hall to attend to business. The Sado garrison commander came and reported that the warship assigned to Heungyang had run aground on an islet and capsized. So I had the acting captain Choe Byeok, the captain of ship number ten and the chief drill instructor brought in and flogged. Deputy Minister Gwon came.

Day 15

Overcast, and the rain did not lift; I could not see an arm’s length ahead. My dreams before dawn were very troubled. It has been seven days now with no word of whether Mother is well. I am sick with worry. Nor do I know whether my nephew Hae reached home safely.

After breakfast I went out to attend to business. Kim Du-geom of Gwangyang, who during his ambush duty had drawn his monthly pay twice over from both Suncheon and Gwangyang, had been sent to the navy as punishment. He came without a sword, without bow or arrows, and behaved with open contempt in many ways. I gave him seventy strokes of the rod.

Late in the day the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came bringing wine. He got very drunk and went back.

Day 16

Overcast, but no rain. In the morning the scout boat came in. Mother is well, they said, but my wife has been badly shaken since the fire, and her phlegm and wheezing have grown worse. I am worried, very worried. Only now did I learn that Hae and the others got home.

Shot twenty rounds. Deputy Minister Gwon shot well.

Day 17

Clear. In the morning I went out and checked the archers and oarsmen on the payroll of each ship of my command. Late in the day I shot twenty rounds. Assistant Commanders Park and Gwon shot well.

Today one iron pan for boiling salt was cast.

Day 18

Clear. In the morning the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy arrived at the base, bringing only the fort captains of Gyeolseong, Boryeong and Seocheon. After he performed the formal bow before the royal edict, he talked with the three Assistant Defense Commanders.

In the evening I shot ten rounds. The Geoje magistrate came to see me and stayed the night.

Day 19

Clear. A cold east wind. After breakfast I shot thirty rounds with the three Assistant Defense Commanders, Gwon, Park and Sin, and the garrison commanders of Sado and Bangdap. Naval Commander Seon also came and joined in.

In the evening another salt pan was cast.

Day 20

Wind and rain all evening, and it did not let up all night. After breakfast I attended to official business, then played a board game with Naval Commander Seon and Assistant Commander Gwon.

Day 21

Overcast. Someone from the Left Naval Command is sure to arrive today, but still I do not know whether Mother is well. The worry is endless. I sent my servants Ok-i and Mu-jae to the Left Naval Command, with abalone, pickled fish and slices of dried roe for Mother.

In the morning, when I went out to attend to business, the surrendered Japanese came and told me that one of their own, Sanso, had done many vicious and outrageous things and ought to be put to death. So I had the Japanese behead him.

Shot twenty rounds.

Day 22

Clear and mild. Shot twenty rounds with Deputy Minister Gwon and others. Yi Su-won came in on his way up to the capital, and only then did I learn that Mother is well. Such a relief, such a relief.

Day 23

Clear. Shot fifteen rounds with the three Assistant Defense Commanders.

Day 24

Clear. In the morning Yi Su-won left with my report to the King. I had Assistant Commander Park and Seon, Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, shoot at targets.

A salt pan was cast.

Day 25

Clear; rain began late in the day. The commanders of the Gyeongsang Navy, the Jeolla Right Navy and the Chungcheong Navy gathered, and we shot nine rounds. The Chungcheong commander brought out wine, and we broke up very drunk. From Naval Commander Bae I heard that Kim Eung-seo has again been impeached by the censors, and that the Army Commander-in-Chief was also caught up in it.

Day 26

Cleared late in the day. I sat alone in the main hall, then talked all day with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the three Assistant Defense Commanders.

In the evening Hyeon Deok-rin arrived.

Day 27

Clear. Shot ten rounds. Naval Commander Seon and the two Assistant Defense Commanders went back drunk. Jeong Cheol arrived at the base from the capital. The court’s reply to my report contained many words laying the blame on Kim Eung-seo for talking of peace on his own authority. Letters came from the Chief State Councillor, Yu Seong-ryong, and the Left State Councillor.

Day 28

Overcast through to evening. In the evening a heavy rain set in, and a gale blew all night. The warships could not hold steady, and we only just managed to keep them safe. After the meal I talked with Naval Commander Seon and the three Assistant Defense Commanders.

Day 29

Wind and rain without end, pouring down all day.

Relying on the awesome power of the royal house and the spirits of the land, I have achieved some small merit, yet the King’s favor and honors have lifted me past all due order, beyond what I deserve. I hold a general’s command, but my deeds have not added a speck of dust to the cause. When I recite the royal edict aloud, I am ashamed to face my men.


Sixth Month
Year of Eulmi · 1595

Day 1

Cleared late. Shot fifteen rounds of archery with the three assistant defense commanders, Gwon, Park and Sin, and the magistrates of Ungcheon and Geoje. Naval Commander Seon had dysentery and did not shoot. The new shift of headquarters clerks arrived.

Day 2

Fine rain all day. After breakfast I attended to official business in the main hall. Han Bi was going back, so I wrote a letter to Mother and sent it with him.

The headquarters clerks Gang Gi-gyeong, Jo Chun-jong and Kim Gyeong-hui, along with Sin Hong-eon, finished their shift and left.

In the afternoon the officers of Gadeok, Cheonseong, Pyeongsanpo and Jeongnyang came to see me. Yun Hong-nyeon, fort captain of Cheonseong, brought a letter from Yi Gye of Cheongju and one from my half-uncle. They said Kim Gae died in the third month. I cannot bear the grief.

In the evening His Excellency Gwon Eon-gyeong came and we talked.

Day 3

Overcast, but no rain. After breakfast I went out to attend to business and wrote my rulings on the reports from various places and sent them back.

Late in the day the officers of Gari and Namdopo came. Shot fifteen rounds with the two assistant defense commanders Gwon and Sin and the commanders of Bangdap, Sado, Yeodo and Nokdo.

In the morning Namhae sent urgent word that Lord Haepyeong, Yun Geun-su, was crossing from Namhae to my home headquarters. Not knowing why, I had a boat made ready at once and sent Hyeon Deok-rin to the headquarters. The fort captain of Saryang came to report that his rations had run out, and then took his leave.

Day 4

Clear. A scholar from Jinju named Kim Seon-myeong came here wanting to be put in charge of collecting supplementary grain for the army. A man calling himself An Deuk, a support-tax holder, brought him. I listened to what he said and weighed it, and it was hard to trust. For now I will watch what he does, so I drew up an official paper and gave it to him. Shot fifteen rounds with the three assistant defense commanders and the commanders of Sado, Bangdap, Yeodo and Nokdo.

The scout boat has not come, so I do not know whether Mother is well. I fret and weep, fret and weep.

Day 5

Clear. Had breakfast with Assistant Defense Commander Yi and the others, but Park Ja-yun was ill and did not come. Late in the day Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and the magistrates of Ungcheon and Geoje came, and we talked all day. Rain began at noon, so we could not shoot. I felt very unwell, skipped supper, and suffered all day.

My servant came in from the capital, and through him I learned that Mother is well. A great relief.

Day 6

Rain all day. I felt very unwell. Song Hui-rip came in. From him I heard how the farming is going at the Doyang farm: the Heungyang magistrate has put his whole heart into it, so there is good hope for the autumn harvest. Im Yeong has also worked hard at sending supplementary grain. Jeong Hang came here. I felt unwell and had a dull ache all day.

Day 7

Rain without end all day. I felt very unwell. Groaned, sitting up and lying down by turns.

Day 8

Rain. I felt a little better. Late in the day the three assistant defense commanders came to see me. They said the Gonyang magistrate has had to rush home for his father’s funeral. A pity, a great pity.

Day 9

Clear. Still not feeling right. Worrying, worrying. Shot archery in two teams with Assistant Defense Commander Sin and the commanders of Sado and Bangdap; Sin’s side won.

In the evening Yi Hui-sam, a staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief, arrived bearing a royal order. It seems Jo Hyeong-do had falsely reported to the King that each man in the navy is given five hop of grain and seven hop of water a day. The ways of men are shocking, shocking. How can there be such slander under heaven and earth?

At dusk the scout boat came in, and they say Mother has dysentery. I fret and weep, fret and weep.

Day 10

Clear. At dawn I sent the scout boat back to my home headquarters. Late in the day the three assistant defense commanders and the commanders of the Chungcheong and Gyeongsang navies came to see me. Received thirty-nine sacks of army grain from Gwangju.

Day 11

Fine rain and strong wind. In the morning Yi Hui-sam, the Army Commander-in-Chief’s staff officer, went back.

In the evening I went out to attend to business and jailed the man who stole the Gwangju army grain.

Day 12

Fine rain and wind. At dawn my son Ul came in. From him I learned that Mother’s illness has eased a little. But she is nearly ninety, and to fall so gravely ill at that age — I worried and wept.

Day 13

Overcast. At dawn I heard that an order has already gone out to arrest Bae Seol, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, that Gwon Jun is to replace him, and that Gi Hyo-geun of Namhae is to stay in his post. Shocking. Late in the day I went to see Commander Bae and came back.

At dusk the scout boat came in: the officer of the State Tribunal has already reached the headquarters. I also read a letter from my brother the byeoljwa, which says Mother is slowly getting better. A relief, a relief.

Day 14

Heavy rain at dawn. The Sado commander asked for an archery meet. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and all the commanders gathered, and it cleared late. Shot twelve rounds. In the evening the officer of the State Tribunal arrived to take Commander Bae away under arrest. A dispatch also came excusing Commander Gwon from the farewell audience at court, together with his royal commission and the secret tally of command.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. After breakfast I went out to the harbor mouth to see Bae Seol off. My heart was uneasy. My son Ul went back.

In the afternoon I shot ten rounds with Assistant Defense Commander Sin.

Day 16

Clear. I went out to attend to business. Jang Il, captain of Suncheon’s ship No. 7, had been caught stealing army grain, so I passed sentence on him.

In the afternoon I shot seven rounds with the two assistant defense commanders and the officers of Mijohang and other posts.

Day 17

Clear. Strong wind all day. The commanders of the Gyeongsang and Chungcheong navies and the two assistant defense commanders shot archery together.

Day 18

Rain on and off. Yu Gi-ryong and Ha Eung-mun, Confucian scholars of Jinju, wished to help collect supplementary grain, so they took five sacks of rice and went.

Late in the day I shot fifteen rounds with Assistant Defense Commander Park, then stopped.

Day 19

Rain without end. I was sitting alone up in the pavilion when, as if in a dream, my son Myeon arrived with Un-ro, the son of Yun Deok-jong. Through them I read Mother’s letter and learned that she has fully recovered. My joy and relief are boundless.

Sin Hong-heon and others came in and delivered seventy-six sacks of barley.

Day 20

Clearing and raining by turns. I sat in the pavilion all day. I heard that the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy’s speech had become slurred, so in the evening I went to see him myself. It was not grave, but he has been badly hurt by the damp and cold. Worrying, worrying.

Day 21

Clear. Very hot. After breakfast I went out to attend to business.

Sin Hong-heon went back, and the Geoje magistrate came as well. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy reported that the Pyeongsanpo fort captain is seriously ill, so I wrote a ruling that he be sent home.

Day 22

Clear. The anniversary of my grandmother’s death, so I held no office. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came to see me.

Day 23

Clear. Shot archery with the two assistant defense commanders. In the evening Bae Yeong-su went back.

Day 24

Clear. Inspected the warships of every county and port of the Right Province. Twelve loose women were rounded up, and I punished them along with their squad leaders.

Late in the day I had acupuncture and did not shoot. Heo Ju and my nephew Hae came in. My war horse came too. Gi Jing-heon, son of Gi Seong-baek, came with his half-uncle Gyeong-chung.

Day 25

Clear. A dispatch came in from the Army Commander-in-Chief: the three guard commanders are to be sent off in three separate contingents. It also says Konishi Yukinaga has come back from Japan and that peace terms have already been settled.

In the evening I went with Assistant Defense Commander Park to the quarters of the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy to see how ill he was, and there was much about it that seemed strange and suspicious.

Day 26

Clear. After breakfast I went out to attend to business and shot fifteen rounds. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came to see me. They said today was His Excellency Gwon Eon-gyeong’s birthday, so we made noodles and I got very drunk. We listened to the geomungo zither and played the flute, and broke up in the evening.

Day 27

Clear. Heo Ju, my nephew Hae, young Gi and Un-ro went back. I shot ten rounds with Assistant Defense Commander Sin and the Geoje magistrate.

Day 28

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office.

Day 29

Clear. Went out early to the main hall. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came. Shot more than ten rounds.

Day 30

Clear. Mun Eo-gong left to trade for raw hemp. Yi Sang-rok also went back.

Late in the day the officers of Geoje and Yeongdeung came to see me. The commanders of Bangdap and Nokdo and Assistant Defense Commander Sin shot fifteen rounds.


Seventh Month
Year of Eulmi · 1595

Day 1

A brief shower. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Leaning alone in the pavilion, I thought it over: the country is as fragile as the morning dew. Within, there are no great beams to decide its course; without, no pillars to set the nation right. I cannot tell what will finally become of the royal shrines and the state. My mind was in turmoil, and I tossed and turned all day.

Day 2

Clear. Today is my late father’s birthday. Grief and longing came over me, and before I knew it I was in tears. Late in the day I shot ten rounds at the target, then five rounds with the heavy iron arrows and three with the short arrows.

Day 3

Clear. In the morning I went to the quarters of the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy to ask after his illness; he says he is much better.

Late in the day the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came here. After we talked things over, we shot ten rounds.

Around ten at night the scout boat came in. Mother is well, they say, but has no taste for food. I am deeply worried, deeply worried.

Day 4

Clear. The assistant magistrate of Naju brought his ships back to camp. Yi Jeon and others delivered the oar timber they had cut on their mountain duty. After breakfast I went out to the main hall. The officers of Mijohang and Ungcheon came to shoot, and the staff officers competed with a local horn bow as the prize. No Yun-bal came first and won it.

In the evening Im Yeong and Jo Eung-bok came. Yang Jeong-eon got leave and went home.

Day 5

Clear. Attended to official business in the main hall.

Late in the day Assistant Defense Commanders Park and Sin came. The Bangdap commander shot archery. Im Yeong went back.

Day 6

Clear. Jeong Hang and the fort captains of Geumgapdo and Yeongdeung came to see me.

Late in the day I went out to attend to business and shot eight rounds.

My servant Mok-nyeon came from Goeumcheon, and through him I learned that Mother is well.

Day 7

Overcast, but no rain. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, the two assistant defense commanders and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came. I had the officers of Bangdap, Sado and the rest shoot in teams.

A royal order has gone to the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander. It reads: “Calamity has fallen cruelly on the nation, and the enemy has reached even the royal shrines. The spirits are shamed and the people wronged to the ends of the earth and the heavens. The evil vapor has still not been swept away, and all feel keenly the pain of living under the same sky as the foe. Who that has blood and breath in him does not clench his fists in fury and long to carve the enemy’s flesh? Yet you, a general facing the enemy line, without any order from the court, have taken it upon yourself to meet the enemy face to face, dared to speak treasonous words, and exchanged private letters with him many times, plainly fawning on him. Talk of friendship and peace has reached even the Ming court, bringing us shame and opening the way to trouble, and you have shown not the least restraint. Were you dealt with by martial law, you would truly deserve no pity. Still We pardoned you generously, and Our warnings and rebukes were earnest enough. Yet you cling to your folly ever more stubbornly and walk into crime of your own accord. We are astonished and cannot understand why. We now send Kim Yong, secretary of the Border Defense Council, to convey Our will in person. Change your heart, be fearful and diligent, and leave no cause for regret later.”

Reading this, I was shocked and afraid beyond words. What sort of man is Kim Eung-seo, that we still hear nothing of his repenting and mending his ways? If he had any spirit in him, he would surely have taken his own life.

Day 8

Clear. After breakfast I went out to attend to business. The Yeongdeung fort captain came to see me, and so did Assistant Defense Commander Park. Bae Yeong-su, staff officer of the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came on his commander’s orders and borrowed twenty sacks of army grain.

Jeong Gwang-jwa, the Dongnae magistrate, came to report that he was on his way to take up his post.

Shot ten rounds and stopped.

My servant Mok-nyeon went back.

Day 9

Clear. Today is the last of the hot dog days. The air has turned cool with autumn, and many thoughts crowd my heart.

The Mijohang commander came to see me and left.

The magistrates of Ungcheon and Geoje shot archery and left.

Around ten at night the moon over the sea filled the pavilion. My autumn thoughts were so restless that I paced up and down the pavilion.

Day 10

Clear. I felt very unwell. Late in the day I met the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and we talked. He spoke a great deal about running out of grain, but there is nothing to be done. Deeply worrying, deeply worrying. Assistant Defense Commander Park also arrived, and after a few cups I was very drunk. Late at night I lay in the pavilion. The new moon filled the pavilion, and I could not contain my feelings.

Day 11

Clear. In the morning I wrote a letter to Mother and drafted letters to send to various places.

Park Yeong, a military-skills man, went home because of his service duty.

Went out to attend to business and shot ten rounds.

Day 12

Clear. After breakfast the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me. With him I shot ten rounds at the target and five with the iron arrows. At sunset we chatted and he withdrew. The Garipo commander also came and joined us.

Day 13

Clear. The Garipo commander and the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came together. The Garipo commander brought wine. We shot five rounds at the target and two with the iron arrows. I felt very unwell.

Day 14

Cleared late. Gave the soldiers leave. I had Song Yeo-jong, fort captain of Nokdo, hold a memorial rite for the soldiers who have died, and gave two sacks of white rice for it.

Yi Sang-rok, Tae Gu-ryeon, Gong Tae-won and others came in, and I learned that Mother has fully recovered. What joy, what relief.

Day 15

Clear. Late in the day I went out to the main hall. Assistant Defense Commanders Park and Sin, the commanders of Bangdap, Yeodo and Nokdo, the two magistrates of Boryeong and Gyeolseong, Yi Eon-jun and others shot archery, and I gave them wine. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy also came and talked with us, and I had them wrestle to settle who was best.

Jeong Hang came.

Day 16

Clear. In the morning I heard that Kim Dae-bok is gravely ill. I am sick with worry. I had Song Hui-rip and Yu Hong-geun tend him at once, but they could not make out what the illness is. Very worrying. Late in the day I went out to attend to business and passed sentence on Jeong Seok-ju of Suncheon and Ju Mun-sang, chief drill officer of Yeonggwang.

In the evening I drafted the dispatch to the Army Commander-in-Chief and the letter to the Provincial Army Commander and handed them over. The garrison commanders of Mijohang and Sado submitted requests for leave; I gave Seong ten days and Kim three, and sent them off.

A dispatch came down from the Ministry of War keeping the Nokdo fort captain in his post.

Day 17

Rain. The Geoje magistrate sent urgent word that the enemy on Geoje Island have all pulled out and gone. So I picked Jeong Hang and sent him at once, then went out to the main hall to attend to business and issued orders that we sail in tomorrow.

Day 18

Clear. In the morning I went out to the main hall and had breakfast with Assistant Defense Commanders Park and Sin. In the afternoon we set sail, and in the evening reached Jido, where we anchored for the night. Around midnight the Geoje magistrate came and said the enemy’s lair at Jangmunpo is already almost empty, with only some thirty men left. He also said they had come upon Japanese out hunting, shot and beheaded one, and captured one alive. Around two in the morning we set sail and returned to Gyeonnaeryang.

Day 19

Clear. Talked with the commanders of the Jeolla Right, Gyeongsang and Chungcheong navies and the two assistant defense commanders, then broke up. Returned to camp in the late afternoon. The Dangpo fort captain had failed to appear when summoned, and I had him flogged for it.

Went to see how Kim Dae-bok was.

Day 20

Overcast. Had breakfast with the two assistant defense commanders. Late in the day the Geoje magistrate and Jeong Hang, former magistrate of Jinhae, came.

In the afternoon I went out to attend to business and shot five rounds at the target and four with the iron arrows.

A staff officer of the Left Provincial Army Commander came with a letter.

Day 21

Strong wind and rain. I heard my deputy commander had come in.

After breakfast I sent one each of the swords made by Tae Gu-ryeon and Eon-bok to the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the two assistant defense commanders.

At dusk my sons Hoe and Ul reached the outside of the island on the same boat as my deputy commander. The boys came in.

Day 22

Overcast with strong wind. Yi Chung-il heard of his father’s death and left.

Day 23

Clear. Late in the day I went to Wondugumi to ride the horses, and the two assistant defense commanders and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came there too. In the evening I came back in a small boat.

Day 24

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy came and talked.

Day 25

Clear. It was the birthday of the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, so he came with food prepared. We talked over drinks with the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, Assistant Defense Commander Sin and others until we were drunk. In the evening Assistant Defense Commander Jeong arrived.

Day 26

Clear. In the morning Jeong Yeong-dong, Yun Yeop, Yi Su-won and others came in with the Heungyang magistrate. After breakfast Commander Jeong and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy also came, and we talked at leisure.

Day 27

Clear. A dispatch came from the royal inspector. He says he will reach the camp tomorrow.

Day 28

Clear. After breakfast I went down to the ships, and the fleets of all three provinces came out together and took up formation inside the harbor. In the early afternoon the royal inspector Sin Sik reached the camp. He came straight down to the main hall and we talked for some time. I invited each of the naval commanders and the three assistant defense commanders, and we all talked together.

Day 29

Overcast with strong wind. The royal inspector inspected and mustered the five ports under the Left Province. In the evening he came here and we talked at leisure.


Eighth Month
Year of Eulmi · 1595

Day 1

Heavy wind and rain. Had breakfast with the royal inspector, then went straight down to the ships and mustered the vessels of Suncheon and the other four counties. In the evening I went down to the inspector’s quarters and we talked.

Day 2

Overcast. After mustering the warships of the Right Province, the inspector stayed on in the Namdopo tent. I went out to attend to business and talked with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 3

Clear. Late in the day the inspector went to the Gyeongsang camp to muster it. In the evening I went to the Gyeongsang camp to talk with him, but I felt unwell and came back at once.

Day 4

Rain. The inspector came here and gathered all the commanders. We talked all day and then broke up.

Day 5

Overcast, but no rain. In the morning I went to the quarters of the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy for the inspector’s farewell. After we had seen the inspector off, Assistant Defense Commander Jeong took his leave to go home.

Day 6

Heavy rain. The commanders of the Jeolla Right and Gyeongsang navies and the two assistant defense commanders gathered. We talked all day and then broke up.

Day 7

Rain without end. In the morning my son Ul left on the same boat as Heo Ju, Hyeon Deok-rin and my deputy commander. Late in the day I talked with the two assistant defense commanders and the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

In the evening Yi Gwang-hu, a royal messenger bearing the King’s warrant tally, arrived with a royal order: the Army Commander-in-Chief is to lead the navies of the three provinces straight into the enemy’s lair. I talked it over with him through the night.

Day 8

Rain without end. The royal messenger left. I talked with the commanders of the Gyeongsang and Chungcheong navies and the two assistant defense commanders, and we had supper together. At sunset they each went back.

Day 9

A strong west wind.

Day 10

Clear. I felt somewhat unwell. Sitting alone in the pavilion, a thousand thoughts came to me. Late in the day I went out to the main hall, and after finishing business I shot five rounds. Jeong Je and the Gyeolseong magistrate left on the same boat.

Day 11

Rain on and off. My servant Han-gyeong also left for my home headquarters.

Bae Yeong-su and Kim Eung-gyeom had a shooting match at the target. Kim won.

Day 12

Overcast. Went out early to attend to business. Late in the day I shot with the two assistant defense commanders. Kim Eung-gyeom went to the quarters of the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy and on his way back came in to see me. He said the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy held a shooting match, and Bae Yeong-su lost again.

Day 13

Rain without end all day. Drafted a report to the King and wrote rulings on dispatches.

Dok-su came, and from him I heard about the military farm at Doyang. There is much that is strange and wrong in what Yi Gi-nam has been doing, so I drew up an order sending my deputy commander to ride there at once and inspect it.

Day 14

Rain without end all day. Jeong Hang of Jinhae and Jo Gye-jong came and talked.

Day 15

At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Garipo commander, the Imchi commander and other officers arrived together. That day I gave a feast to the archers of the three provinces and the auxiliary troops of my own province, and spent the whole day drinking with the commanders until we were drunk.

That night a faint moon shone on the pavilion. I lay down but could not sleep, and chanted poems all night long.

Day 16

Overcast, and the rain would not clear; it drizzled all day. My thoughts were in great turmoil. Talked with the two assistant defense commanders.

Day 17

Fine rain and an east wind. At dawn I called in Kim Eung-gyeom and questioned him about matters.

Late in the day I went out to attend to business, talked with the two assistant defense commanders, and shot ten rounds.

Day 18

Overcast, and the rain did not let up. Assistant Defense Commanders Sin and Park came and talked.

Day 19

The weather cleared beautifully. Shot archery with the two assistant defense commanders and the Bangdap commander.

Around ten at night my nephew Bong and my sons Hoe and Ul came in. They said a staff officer of Chief Commissioner Yi Won-ik had come with word that the Chief Commissioner will reach Jinju on the 21st and wishes to ask about military affairs.

Day 20

Clear. I waited all day for the Chief Commissioner’s orders, but they did not come. Commander Gwon and the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me, and so did the Balpo fort captain before going back.

Around ten at night the orders came. Around midnight we set sail and reached Gonido.

Day 21

Overcast. Late in the day we reached the waters off Sobipo, where Yi Jun, a staff officer of the Jeolla Provincial Governor, came with a dispatch. Gang Eung-ho and O Gye-seong arrived with him, and we talked for a while. I wrote letters to Gyeong-su, Eon-gyeong, Ja-yun and Eon-sim.

In the evening we reached Chimdo, in Sacheon territory, and spent the night. The night air was bitterly cold, and my heart was uneasy.

Day 22

Clear. Early in the morning I drew up dispatches on each item of business and sent them to the Chief Commissioner.

After breakfast I set out and reached Sacheon town, and in the afternoon came to the bank of the Nam River at Jinju. I was told the Chief Commissioner had already entered Jinju.

Day 23

Clear. I went to the Chief Commissioner’s quarters. As we talked quietly, it was clear he has a strong wish to relieve the people’s suffering. But he spoke with much disapproval of the Jeolla Provincial Governor, which is regrettable.

Late in the day Kim Eung-seo and I went together to Chokseongnu and looked over the place where those brave men fell. I was overcome with grief. After a while the Chief Commissioner told me to go on ahead, so I took a boat and went back to anchor at Sobipo.

Day 24

Clear. At dawn I reached Sobipo, where Jo Eung-do, the Goseong magistrate, came to pay his respects. Then I spent the night in the waters off Sobipo. The Chief Commissioner, his deputy and his aide spent the night there too.

Day 25

Clear. After an early breakfast the Chief Commissioner, his deputy and his aide all boarded my ship. We set sail around eight in the morning and went in together. Standing side by side, we pointed out the islands, the places where bases should be set up or merged, and the places to fight, and discussed it all day. It was decided that Gokpo would be merged into Pyeongsanpo, Sangjupo into Mijohang, Jeongnyang into Samcheonpo, Sobipo into Saryang, Gabaeryang into Dangpo, Jisepo into Joraepo, Jepo into Ungcheon, Yulpo into Okpo, and Angolpo into Gadeok. In the evening we reached the camp, where the commanders bowed before the royal edict and completed the official and personal courtesies, then broke up.

Day 26

Clear. In the evening I met with the deputy commissioner and we had a warm talk.

Day 27

Clear. Fed 5,480 soldiers. In the evening I climbed to the top of the peak and pointed out the enemy camps and the routes the enemy uses. The wind was very fierce, so we came down as evening fell.

Day 28

Clear. Early in the morning the Chief Commissioner, his deputy and his aide sat with me in the pavilion and discussed the abuses that burden the people. Before breakfast they went down to the ships and sailed away.

Day 29

Clear. Went out early to attend to business. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came back from the Chief Commissioner’s quarters.


Ninth Month
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Day 1

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. The scout boat came in. My deputy commander arrived from Doyang. He handed over the dispatches from my home headquarters, which are full of intent to do harm to Jeong Sa-rip. Laughable. The Chief Commissioner’s aide also asked to go home on account of illness to recover, so I wrote my ruling and sent it back.

Day 2

Clear. At dawn I had the flagship set out. I fed the 1,283 men who were hauling down timber, and they hauled it down. The commanders of the Chungcheong, Jeolla Right and Gyeongsang navies and the two assistant defense commanders came together, and we talked all day before breaking up.

Day 3

Clear. A strong east wind. My brother Yeo-pil went home with my son Ul and Yu-heon. Gang Eung-ho went with them to see to the harvest at the Doyang farm.

Jeong Hang, U Su and Yi Seom came back from scouting. They said the enemy camp at Yeongdeung was abandoned on the 2nd, and its towers and huts were all burned down. They also lured back seventeen people from Ungcheon who had gone over to the enemy, Gong Su-bok among them.

Day 4

Clear. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came to see me; I asked him to stay, and we talked all day before he went back.

I do not know how Yeo-pil, Ul and the others are faring on their way. My mind is greatly troubled with worry.

Day 5

Clear. In the morning Commander Gwon sent a little beef. Had breakfast with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and Assistant Defense Commander Sin. After breakfast I went by the same boat with Assistant Defense Commander Sin and Commander Seon to the quarters of the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, talked all day, and came back in the evening. A dispatch from the Chief Commissioner arrived that day, ordering the land tax of the year Gabo from Suncheon, Gwangyang, Nagan and Heungyang to be shipped in. I replied at once.

Day 6

Clear, with strong wind. The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy offered wine, so the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the two assistant defense commanders came and joined us. Song Deok-il came in.

Day 7

Clear. After breakfast the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came. I sent off the Chungcheong provincial army ship and the ships of Seosan and Boryeong.

Day 8

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. After breakfast my son Hoe left on the same boat as Song Deok-il.

The Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the two assistant defense commanders came and talked.

Day 9

Clear. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and all the commanders gathered, and the soldiers of my headquarters were given a sack of rice cakes to share. We broke up around eight in the evening and went back.

Day 10

Clear. In the afternoon I went with the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the two assistant defense commanders to the quarters of the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy. We talked, and I came back at night.

Day 11

Overcast. I felt very unwell and held no office.

Day 12

Overcast. In the morning I invited the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the two assistant defense commanders, and they came for breakfast. They left late in the morning.

In the evening the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came bringing wine, with my deputy commander and Jeong Hang. We talked until late at night and then parted.

Day 13

Rain. I sat alone leaning on the pavilion rail. My heart was uneasy.

Day 14

Clear. Late in the day I went out to attend to business, and the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy arrived together. We drank farewell cups together and broke up late at night. I wrote a short poem for Commander Seon as a parting gift:

Gone north, we shared the hardship; come south, we shared life and death. One cup tonight beneath the moon — tomorrow, the ache of parting.

Day 15

Clear. Commander Seon came to say he was going home. We drank farewell cups once more and then parted.

Day 16

Clear. Went out to attend to business and oversaw the sealing of my report to the King.

There was an eclipse of the moon this evening, but as the night went on it shone bright again.

Day 17

Clear. After breakfast I wrote letters and sent them to the capital. Kim Hui-beon left carrying my report to the King. I sent thirty citrons to the Chief State Councillor, Yu Seong-ryong.

Day 18

Late in the day Assistant Defense Commander Jeong came in and we talked.

Day 19

Clear. Assistant Defense Commander Jeong came in and left again at once.

Day 20

Around two in the morning we held the rite to the war banner, with Kim Wan, garrison commander of Sado, presiding as the officiant.

In the morning the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me.

Day 21

Clear. Had breakfast with Assistant Defense Commanders Park and Sin. I meant to give Assistant Defense Commander Park a farewell party, but I went to say goodbye to the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, and by then the sun had set, so it did not happen.

In the evening Yi Jong-ho came in. He brought nothing but cotton, and I shared it all out.

Day 22

Clear. A strong east wind. His Excellency Park Ja-yun left. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy also came to see him off.

Day 23

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Park Rok-su and Kim Hui-su, who had been taken captive at Ungcheon, came to see me and told me about the enemy’s situation, so I gave each of them a bolt of cotton cloth and sent them off.

Day 24

Clear. In the morning I wrote more than ten letters to various places. My sons Ul and Myeon left with Bang Ik-sun, On-gae and others.

That evening the commanders of the Jeolla Right and Gyeongsang navies came to see me.

Day 25

Clear. In the early afternoon a fire started by a servant of the Nokdo fort captain spread to the main hall and the pavilion rooms, and they burned to the ground. The fire did not reach the storehouses for grain, gunpowder and weapons, but more than two hundred sets of long and short arrows kept under the pavilion were burned up. A great pity.

Day 26

Clear. I sat alone on the ship, sitting up and lying down by turns all day. My heart was uneasy.

Yi Eon-ryang cut timber and brought it in.

Day 27

Overcast. More than 230 people who had gone over to the enemy came out from Angolpo, in twenty-two boats. U Su came and reported it. After breakfast I went up to the burned site and marked out where the new buildings should go.

Day 28

Clear. After breakfast I went up to the building site. The commanders of the Jeolla Right and Gyeongsang navies came to see me. My sons Hoe and Ul heard the news and came in.

Day 29

Clear.

Day 30

Clear.


Tenth Month
Year of Eulmi · 1595

Day 1

Clear. Had breakfast with Sin, the assistant defense commander, and then laid out a farewell drink. Late in the day he left.

Day 2

Clear. Raised the ridge beam of the main hall. Also had my flagship smoked out. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and Yi Jeong-chung came to see me.

Day 3

Clear. A Confucian scholar from Gurye brought a dispatch from Yun Geun-su, Lord Haepyeong. It said that Kim Deok-ryeong and Kim Yun-seon of Jeonju, among others, had beaten an innocent man to death and fled into the navy’s camp. I had a search made, and was told that around the tenth of the ninth month they had come to the camp to trade for barley seed and gone straight back.

Day 4

Clear.

Day 5

Early in the morning I went up to the pavilion to watch the work. The outer pillars upstairs were being plastered with clay, and I had the surrendered Japanese carry the earth.

Day 6

After the meal the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me.

In the evening the Ungcheon magistrate came, and from him I heard that the Ming envoy had entered Busan. That day twenty-four people who had been carried off as captives came back.

Day 7

Clear. Mild, like a day in spring. The Imchi garrison commander came to see me.

Day 8

Clear. My nephew Wan arrived. Letters from the Jinwon magistrate and from my nephew Hae came as well.

Day 9

Clear. Wrote replies to various places and sent them off.

The main hall was finished.

The deputy commander of the Right Navy came to see me.

Day 10

Clear. Late in the day I sat in the main hall to attend to official business. The Commanders of the Jeolla Right Navy and the Gyeongsang Right Navy came together, and we talked quietly.

Day 11

Clear. Went up to the pavilion room early in the morning and watched the work all day.

Day 12

Clear. Went up to the pavilion early in the morning to watch the work. The west wing was put up.

In the evening Song Hong-deuk arrived and said a great many wild, foolish things.

Day 13

Clear. Went up to the new pavilion early in the morning. The main hall was being plastered with clay, and I had the surrendered Japanese finish the job.

Song Hong-deuk’s staff officer came along with him.

Day 14

Clear. The Commanders of the Jeolla Right Navy and the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me, and the officers of Sado, Yeodo, Nokdo and other bases came to pay their respects.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the rite of bowing toward the distant King. In the evening I went by moonlight to see Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and gave him a farewell send-off. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and the Mijohang and Sado garrison commanders came too.

Day 16

Clear. At dawn I went up to the new pavilion room.

The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the officers of Imchi, Mokpo and other bases left. I stayed the night in the new pavilion room.

Day 17

Clear. In the morning the Garipo and Geumgapdo commanders came and had breakfast with me. Ha Eung-gu, Yu Gi-ryong and others of Jinju delivered twenty bags of rice as supply support. Kim Seong-eop of Buan and Seong Yun-mun, garrison commander of Mijohang, came to see me. Jeong Hang announced he was going home.

Day 18

Clear. Gwon, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, came to see me, and the deputy commander of the Right Navy paid his respects.

Day 19

Clear. My sons Hoe and Myeon left. Song Du-nam set off for the capital carrying my report to the King. Kim Seong-eop went home too. Yi Un-ryong came to see me. Ha Eung-mun and Yu Gi-ryong, the officials in charge of supply support, left.

Day 20

Clear. Late in the day the commanders of Garipo, Geumgap, Namdo, Sado and Yeodo came to see me. I gave them wine and sent them off. At dusk the Yeongdeung commander came as well, had supper and went back.

That night the wind was bitterly cold and the cold moon was as bright as day. I lay down but could not sleep, and tossed and turned all night. A hundred worries pressed in on my heart.

Day 21

Clear. Yi Seol asked for leave, but I did not grant it.

Late in the day Yi Jeong-chung, deputy commander of the Right Navy, Ga An-chaek, fort captain of Geumgap, the post commander of Ijin and other officers came to see me.

The wind was bitterly cold and I could not sleep. I called in Gong Tae-won and asked him about the state of the Japanese.

Day 22

Clear. The Garipo commander, the Mijohang garrison commander, the deputy commander and other officers came to see me. In the evening Song Hui-rip, Park Tae-su and Yang Jeong-eon arrived. The scholar who was to carry the formal memorial to the King also arrived.

Day 23

Clear. In the morning I bowed and sent off the formal memorial, then went out to the main hall and attended to official business.

Day 24

Clear. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me. Ha Eung-gu also came. We talked all day, and they went back at dusk.

Bak Tae-su and Kim Dae-bok announced they were going home.

Day 25

Clear. The officers of Garipo, the deputy commander, and the officers of Geumgap, Hoeryeongpo, Nokdo and other bases came to see me and went back.

In the evening Jeong Hang said he was going home, and I gave him a farewell send-off.

For cutting thatch grass, Yi Sang-rok, Kim Eung-gyeom, Ha Cheon-su, Song Ui-ryeon, Yang Su-gae and others went out with eighty men.

Day 26

Clear. Hearing that Im Dal-yeong had come, I called him in and asked about his trip to Jeju.

The Bangdap commander arrived.

Song Hong-deuk, Hui-rip and others went hunting.

Day 27

Clear. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Garipo commander came.

Day 28

Clear. The deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came to see me.

The boats loaded with cut thatch grass came in.

At night there was rain and thunder as if it were summer. A strange omen.

Day 29

Clear. The Garipo and Ijin commanders went back. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and the Ungcheon and Cheonseong commanders came together.


Eleventh Month
Year of Eulmi · 1595

Day 1

At dawn I performed the rite of bowing toward the distant King. Late in the day I went out and attended to official business. The Sado garrison commander left. Sent off the warships of Hampyeong, Jindo and Mujang.

Kim Hui-beon came down from the capital and delivered the court gazette and a letter from the Chief State Councillor.

Gave wine to the surrendered Japanese. In the afternoon I shot seven rounds with the Bangdap commander.

Day 2

Clear. Yi Su-il, magistrate of Gonyang, came to see me.

Day 3

Clear. Hwang Deuk-jung arrived and reported that two Japanese ships had come from Cheongdeung to Hyungdo, pressed close on Haebukdo, set fires, and pulled back to Chunwon and thereabouts, and at dawn had gone back to Jido.

Day 4

Clear. At dawn Yi Jong-ho, Gang Gi-gyeong and others arrived. A letter from Byeon Jon-seo said that my nephews Bong and Hae, the two brothers, had reached the Left Naval Command.

Day 5

Clear. The commanders of Namhae, Geumgapdo, Namdo, Eoran and Hoeryeongpo, and Jeong Dam-su, came to see me. I called in the Bangdap and Yeodo commanders and talked with them.

Day 6

Clear. Song Hui-rip came in, his boats loaded with four hundred bundles of cut thatch grass and a hundred bundles of fresh arrowroot vine.

Day 7

Clear. The Hadong magistrate bowed in formal receipt of his royal commission and instructions. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came back from the Provincial Inspector’s headquarters. The Mijohang garrison commander and the Namhae magistrate came as well.

Day 8

Clear. At dawn my nephew Wan went back to the Left Naval Command with the servant Gyeong.

Late in the day Kim Eung-gyeom came, along with staff officers of the Gyeongsang Provincial Inspector.

Day 9

Clear. Kim In-yeong, fort captain of Yeodo, arrived.

Day 10

Clear. At dawn the staff officers of the Gyeongsang Provincial Inspector went back.

Day 11

Clear. At dawn I performed the rite of congratulation for the King’s birthday.

The scout boat from the Left Naval Command came in. Byeon, the registrar, Yi Su-won, Yi Won-ryong and others came, and from them I heard that Mother is well. What a blessing, what a blessing.

In the evening Yi Ui-deuk came to see me. The Geumgapdo and Hoeryeongpo commanders left.

Day 12

Clear. Appointed Yi Seol acting commander of Balpo and sent him off.

Day 13

Clear. The harvest of rice and beans from the Doyang farm came to 820 bags.

Day 14

Clear.

Day 15

Clear. It was the anniversary of my father’s death, so I did not go out. I sat alone, thinking of him with longing, and could not master my heart.

Day 16

Clear. The surrendered Japanese Yeomun-ryeongi, Yasiro and others came and told me that some of the Japanese were planning to run away. I had the deputy commander of the Right Navy bring them in, picked out the ringleaders, Junsi and one other, and had the two of them beheaded.

The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came, with his deputy commander and the commanders of Ungcheon, Bangdap, Namdo, Eoran and Nokdo. I sent the Nokdo commander back out.

Day 17

Clear.

Day 18

Clear. Eo Eung-rin came and reported that Konishi Yukinaga had led his men out to sea, destination unknown. So I sent orders to the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy to scout by sea and by land.

Late in the day Ha Eung-mun came and reported on the supply support. A little later the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, the Ungcheon magistrate and others came, talked it over and left.

Day 19

Clear. Early in the morning the runaway Japanese came back and gave himself up. In the second watch of the night my nephews Bun, Bong and Hae and my son Hoe arrived, and I learned that Mother is well. A blessing.

Ha Eung-mun went back.

Day 20

Clear. The Geoje and Yeongdeung commanders came to see me.

Day 21

Clear. North wind all day. At dawn I sent Song Hui-rip out to check on the enemy ships at Gyeonnaeryang.

That evening Yi Jong-ho took 13,240 strings of herring away to trade for grain.

Day 22

Clear. At dawn I bowed in the ceremony of congratulation for the winter solstice.

Late in the day the commanders of Ungcheon, Geoje, Angolpo and Okpo, the deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy and others came.

Byeon Jon-seo and my nephew Bong left together.

Day 23

Clear, with a gale. Yi Jong-ho took his leave. That day the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy assigned a boat to patrol Gyeonnaeryang, but the wind was too fierce and it could not set out.

Day 24

Clear. The patrol boat went out and returned to camp in the second watch of the night. Byeon Ik-seong came as the new post commander of Gokpo.

Day 25

Clear. After the meal I received the formal greeting of the Gokpo post commander. Late in the day the deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came and reported that eight Japanese had come over from Gadeok to surrender. The Ungcheon magistrate, the deputy commander of the Right Navy, and the Namdo, Bangdap and Dangpo commanders came to see me. Talked with my nephew Bun until the second watch.

Day 26

Cloudy in the morning, clearing later. After the meal I went out and attended to official business. The chief drill officer of Gwangyang, out on ambush duty, caught a deserter and brought him in, and I passed sentence on him. At noon the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came. The eight surrendered Japanese came too, along with Kim and Tak, the two men who had brought them in, so I gave them wine. To Kim and Tak I gave a bolt of cotton cloth each and sent them off.

In the evening Yu Cheok, Im Yeong and others came.

Day 27

Clear. Kim Eung-gyeom went off with five carpenters to fell timber that had been seasoning for two years.

Day 28

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. Yu Cheok and Im Yeong went back. Talked with my nephews late into the night.

Day 29

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office.

Day 30

Clear. The surrendered Japanese at Namhae, Yayeomun, Sinsiro and others, came.

The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me. He took away thirty bags of grain from the land tax set aside as army rations for the Chief Commissioner.
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Day 1

Clear. At dawn I performed the rite of bowing toward the distant King.

Day 2

Clear. The Geoje, Dangpo and Gokpo commanders came to see me. I gave them wine, and they went home drunk.

Day 3

Clear.

Day 4

Clear. Inspected the crews of Suncheon’s No. 2 ship and Nagan’s No. 1 ship and sent them off, but the wind was against them and they could not sail. My nephews Bun and Hae went to the Left Naval Command.

Hwang Deuk-jung, O Su and others brought in more than 7,000 strings of herring. I counted them out and loaded them onto Kim Hui-bang’s boat, which was going to trade for grain.

Day 5

Clear, but the wind was against us. I seemed to be unwell and did not go out all day.

Day 6

Clear. Late in the day the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me.

In the evening my son Ul arrived, and I learned that Mother is well. Nothing could make me happier or more thankful.

Day 7

Clear, but the wind was against us. The officers of Ungcheon, Geoje, Pyeongsanpo, Cheonseong and other places came to see me and left. Sent a reply to Yi Hui-nam in Cheongju.

Day 8

Clear. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Namdo commander came to see me.

Orders came from Chief Commissioner Yi Won-ik, saying he would meet me at Sobipo in a few days.

Day 9

Clear. I was unwell and groaned all night. The Geoje commander and U Su, fort captain of Angolpo, came and told me the enemy showed no sign of meaning to withdraw.

Ha Eung-gu came as well.

Day 10

Clear. Drew up dispatches for the Provincial Inspector and the naval commander of Chungcheong Province and sent them off.

Day 11

Clear. Read a letter saying my nephews Hae and Bun had reached the Left Naval Command safely. I was glad and relieved, but the hardships they went through are beyond words.

Day 12

Clear. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me. His deputy commander came too.

Day 13

Clear. Fifty Japanese-style coats and joined lengths of cloth [text missing]

In the first watch of the night my servant Seok-se came and said that three Japanese ships and one small boat had come in from the open sea beyond Deungsan and anchored at Happo. They had to be Japanese out hunting, so I at once ordered the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, the Bangdap commander and the deputy commander of the Right Navy to go and look.

Day 14

Clear. At dawn the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy and the other commanders went to Happo and talked the Japanese round.

The Mijohang garrison commander and the Namhae and Hadong magistrates arrived.

Day 15

Clear. The aide I had sent to the Chief Commissioner came back and said the meeting would be at Samcheonpo on the 18th, so I hurried to get ready. In the first watch of the night the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me.

Day 16

Clear. In the fifth watch of the night we set sail and reached the waters off Dangpo by moonlight. After breakfast we reached the waters behind Saryang.

Day 17

A scattering of rain. When we reached Samcheonpo base, I was told the Chief Commissioner had got as far as Sacheon.

Day 18

Clear. After breakfast I went into Samcheonpo base. At noon the Chief Commissioner entered the fort, and we talked things over at our ease. Early in the evening he asked to talk again, and we went on until the fourth watch of the night before breaking off.

Day 19

Clear. After breakfast I went out and gave the soldiers a meal. When they had been fed, the Chief Commissioner set off, and I went back down to my ship. The wind was too fierce to sail, so we stayed at anchor through the night.

Day 20

Clear. A gale.

[text missing: Days 21–30 of this month.]
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The Year of Byeongsin
1596
Entries survive for the first through tenth months and the leap eighth month. This part holds 307 entries. Gaps in the diary are marked in the text.
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Day 1

Clear. At the start of the fourth watch of the night I went in to pay my respects to Mother.

Late in the day my uncle from Namyang and Sin, a military officer, came and we talked.

In the evening I took leave of Mother and went back to the Left Naval Command. My mind was in turmoil, and I did not sleep all night.

Day 2

Clear. A state memorial day. Went out early and inspected the weapons. Yi Gye, a section commander, came with a dispatch from the Border Defense Council.

Day 3

Clear. At dawn I went down to the sea. My brother Yeo-pil and my nephews all came aboard with me. At first light we cast off and said our farewells. At noon we were out in the waters off Gokpo, where a light east wind came up. Off Sangjupo the wind died, so we pushed the oarsmen hard, reached Saryang in the third watch of the night, and stopped there.

Day 4

Clear. Set sail at daybreak. Yi Yeo-nyeom came to see me. I asked how things stood in camp, and he said all was as before. When we reached Geolmangpo, the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came out with his officers to meet me. His deputy commander had come aboard first, but I was told he was blind drunk, did not know anyone, and went straight back to his own boat.

Day 5

Rain all day. At dawn my deputy commander and the two garrison commanders of Bangdap and Sado came to pay their respects. Garrison commander Seong Yun-mun, Yi Jeong-chung, deputy commander of the Right Navy, Yi Un-ryong, magistrate of Ungcheon, An Wi, magistrate of Geoje, U Su, fort captain of Angolpo, and Yi Dam, fort captain of Okpo, came. Yi Mong-sang also came on behalf of Gwon, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, paid his respects and went back.

Day 6

Rain all day. The Sado garrison commander came with wine. He said he had managed to gather more than 500 bags of grain for army rations.

Day 7

Clear. Late in the day Gwon, Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy, came with my deputy commander and the Sado and Bangdap commanders. Gwon Suk came too. In mid-afternoon the post commander of Samcheonpo, who was in charge of the ambush at Gyeonnaeryang, sent an urgent report that five Japanese had come over from Busan to surrender. So I sent U Su, fort captain of Angolpo, and Gong Tae-won to bring them in.

Day 8

Clear. The five surrendered Japanese were brought in, and I asked why they had come. They said their commander was cruel and the labor heavy and endless, so they ran away to give themselves up. In fact they were not from Busan at all but from the troops of Shimazu Yoshihiro at Gadeok.

Day 9

Cloudy. Wrote my rulings on dispatches from various places and sent them back.

At dusk the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to discuss our defenses. A west wind blew all day, and the boats could not put out to sea.

Day 10

Clear. After the meal I went out to the main hall and attended to official business. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Eoran commander came to see me. The commanders of Sado, Ungcheon, Gokpo, Samcheonpo and Jeongnyang also came.

Day 11

Clear. A west wind blew hard all night, twice as bitter as the depth of winter. I felt very unwell.

Late in the day the Geoje magistrate came to see me. The Gwangyang magistrate arrived.

Day 12

Clear. The Ungcheon magistrate sent an urgent report that fourteen Japanese ships had come and anchored at Geumipo on Geoje. So I had the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy take the commanders of the three provinces and go to look.

Day 13

Clear. Late in the day the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to tell me he was taking ships out to look at Gyeonnaeryang, and left.

That evening the moonlight was as bright as day, and not a breath of wind stirred. Sitting alone, my thoughts were in turmoil and I could not sleep. I called for Sin Hong-su and listened to him play the flute.

Day 14

Clear, with a strong wind. Later the wind dropped and the day felt almost warm.

The Heungyang magistrate arrived. Jeong Sa-rip and Kim Dae-bok arrived. Jo Gi and Kim Suk came with them.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the rite of bowing toward the distant King. Went out to the main hall, wrote my rulings on dispatches and sent them back. Then I gave the surrendered Japanese wine and food. Inspected the warships of Nagan and Heungyang, with their weapons and fittings, archers and oarsmen. Nagan’s were said to be in the worst shape.

That evening the moon was brilliantly bright. They say it promises a good harvest.

Day 16

Clear. Frost fell like snow. Late in the day I went out to attend to business. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came to see me, and the deputy commander of the Right Navy and others paid their respects. The Ungcheon magistrate came as well and went home drunk.

Day 17

Clear. The Bangdap garrison commander was granted leave. Byeon Jon-seo, my nephew Bun and Kim Suk left together on the same boat. I felt low. At noon I went out to attend to business, and while I had my deputy commander in for archery, Seong Yun-mun and Byeon Ik-seong came to see me. They shot with us and went back. At dusk Gang Dae-su and others came with letters: the servant Geum had reached the Left Naval Command on the 16th, and the servant Gyeong came back saying my son Hoe had set off for Eunjin today.

Day 18

Clear. From morning I spent the whole day cutting out army uniforms.

The Gonyang and Sacheon magistrates came. The Dongnae magistrate sent an urgent report that the Japanese showed many signs of treachery, and that the Ming envoy Shen Weijing and Konishi Yukinaga had gone ahead to Japan on the 16th of the first month.

Day 19

Clear. Late in the day I went out to attend to business. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy came. The Gonyang magistrate also came and offered wine, and we talked at our ease. Four people who had come over from Busan reported that Shen Weijing had crossed the sea at dawn on the 16th of the first month together with Konishi Yukinaga, the monk Genso, Terazawa Masanari and Konishi Hida. That day we made fermented soybean blocks.

Day 20

Rain all day. My head was heavy and I was very tired, and I napped for a while in the daytime.

The Nagan magistrate came and reported that he had shipped in the rice from the military farm.

Day 21

Clear. Went out in the morning to attend to business.

The Mijohang garrison commander and the Heungyang magistrate came to see me. I gave them wine and sent them off. The Mijohang commander reported he was going on leave.

Late in the day I went out to the main hall. The Sado, Yeodo, Sacheon, Gwangyang and Gokpo commanders came to see me and went back. The Gonyang magistrate came too. Shot ten rounds.

Day 22

Clear. Bitterly cold, and the wind was fierce. I did not go out all day.

Late in the day the deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came and told me how shallow and reckless his commander was.

That night the wind was cold and cutting, and I worried about the hardships my boys would face on their way here.

Day 23

Clear. In the morning I gave clothes to seventeen soldiers who had none.

In the evening Kim In-bok, who had come out from Gadeok, reported to me, so I asked him about the enemy’s situation.

In the second watch of the night my son Myeon, my nephew Wan, Choe Dae-seong, Sin Yeo-yun and Park Ja-bang arrived from the Left Naval Command, and I read a letter saying Mother is well. How could my joy and relief have any end?

Two inches of snow fell. They say nothing like it has been seen in recent years. That night I felt very unwell.

Day 24

Clear. A strong north wind rose, whipping up snow and sand, so that no one dared walk outside and no boat dared sail.

At dawn the ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang sent an urgent report that a Japanese had come to the ambush party the day before, begging to surrender. I replied that he should be sent here.

Late in the day my deputy commander, the deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Sado garrison commander came to see me.

Day 25

Clear.

Day 26

Clear. Went out to attend to business and did some archery.

Day 27

Clear. The Provincial Inspector of Gyeongsang Right Province arrived, so I went to the camp of the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy to see him.

Day 28

Clear. At noon the Provincial Inspector came. We shot at the target and talked. He shot against me and lost by seven points, and could not quite hide his disappointment. Amusing.

Day 29

Rain all day. After an early breakfast I went to the Gyeongsang camp and talked at leisure with the Provincial Inspector. In the afternoon we shot at the target, and he lost by nine points.

Listened to the flute. Came back to camp in the third watch of the night.

Day 30

Rain, clearing later. The staff officers had archery practice.

The Cheonseong fort captain and the Yeodo and Jeongnyang commanders came to see me.

In the evening Yi Hui-nam of Cheongju arrived.
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Day 1

Overcast in the morning, clearing later. Practiced archery with the commanders. Gwon Suk came here, got drunk and left.

Day 2

Clear. My son Ul set out by boat with Jo Gi. My deputy commander went too.

In the evening the Sado garrison commander came and told me he had been dismissed because of the royal inspector’s report to the King. So I drafted a report of my own at once.

Day 3

Clear. In the morning I revised the report.

The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me. I heard that Go Yeo-u, fort captain of Jeongnyang, had been accused before Jang Dam-nyeon, and that the Provincial Inspector meant to report him to the King and have him dismissed.

At dusk the Eoran fort captain came from the ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang and reported that three Japanese from Busan had come to the ambush post with a man who had gone over to them from Seongju, wanting to trade. I at once sent orders to the Jangheung magistrate to go there at dawn, meet them and talk them round. But would these enemies really be after market goods? They mean to spy out our strengths and weaknesses.

Day 4

Clear. In the morning I sealed the report to the King and handed it to Jin Mu-seong, a man from Sado.

Later the Heungyang magistrate came to see me and went back.

In the afternoon I shot ten rounds. The commanders of Yeodo, Geoje, Dangpo and Okpo came as well.

In the evening the Jangheung magistrate returned from the ambush post and reported that the Japanese had gone back.

Day 5

Overcast in the morning, clearing later. The Sado and Jangheung commanders came early, so we had breakfast together. Gwon Suk came to take his leave, so I gave him paper and a sword to wear and sent him off.

Later I called together the commanders of the three provinces, feasted the troops and held archery as well. There was music, and we parted drunk.

A letter came from Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy. He means to be late for the appointed date. Deplorable.

Day 6

Overcast. At dawn I sent ten carpenters to Geoje to build ships.

Kim Wan, garrison commander of Sado, has been dismissed on the report of the supply inspector, so I sent him back to his own port.

Day 7

Overcast. Felt unwell. Later I went out and fed the troops.

Called in the Jangheung magistrate, my deputy commander, and the Nagan and Heungyang magistrates to talk. We parted at dusk.

Day 8

Clear. The Nokdo fort captain came to see me. 352 bags of rice from the Heungyang military farm were delivered.

Day 9

Clear. Commander Gwon came and we talked. Shot ten rounds.

Hearing that two Japanese ships from Busan had come out to Gyeonnaeryang, I sent the Ungcheon commander and my deputy commander to look.

Day 10

Clear. Park Chun-yang came.

In the evening I went myself to see where the storehouse was being built.

The Ungcheon commander and the deputy commander of the Right Navy came back from Gyeonnaeryang and told me how frightened the Japanese were.

Day 11

Clear. Im Chan, the Boseong official in charge of supplies, loaded fifty bags of salt and left.

Im Dal-yeong came back from Jeju, bringing a letter from Jeju along with letters from Park Jong-baek and Kim Eung-su.

The Jangheung magistrate came with the deputy commander of the Right Navy, and I also called in the Nagan and Heungyang magistrates. We practiced archery.

Day 12

Clear. Sent fifty arrow shafts to the Gyeongsang naval commander. Later he came over and we talked. In the evening I practiced archery, and the Jangheung and Heungyang magistrates joined in.

Day 13

Clear. After breakfast I attended to official business and punished the Gangjin magistrate for arriving late.

Drafted a report to the King calling for the dismissal of the Yeongam magistrate.

Im Dal-yeong went back. I wrote a reply to the Jeju magistrate.

Day 14

Clear. Later I attended to official business and revised the draft report.

Kim Deok-rin, the Dongbok official in charge of supplies, came to pay his respects.

The Gyeongsang naval commander sent mugwort rice cakes. I called in the Nagan magistrate, the Nokdo captain and others to share them.

The new storehouse was thatched.

The Gangjin magistrate came to pay his respects, so I comforted him and gave him wine.

In the evening I had water channeled to the side of the kitchen to make it easier to draw.

Song Sang-mun, the Heungyang supply official, came and delivered seven bags of rice and unhusked grain together.

Day 15

Rain at dawn. I heard that the Japanese who had surrendered to us in the Right Province had made a pact with the Japanese in Gyeongsang and were plotting to run away, so I sent round orders.

In the morning I revised the draft report.

The supply officials Kim Deok-rin of Dongbok and Song Sang-mun of Heungyang went back.

Day 16

Clear. In the morning I revised the draft report.

Later I attended to official business. The Jangheung magistrate, the deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Garipo commander came and we shot together.

Day 17

Overcast. A state memorial day, so I held no office. After breakfast my son Myeon went to the main base. In the evening the Heungyang magistrate came to talk, and we had supper together.

A letter of greeting came from Seong Yun-mun at Mijohang. He has just received orders from the governor and must go to Jinju, so he cannot come any further; Hwang Eon-sil will take his place.

Day 18

Clear. After breakfast I attended to official business. Three secret dispatches came from the Chief Commissioner: one on sending relief to Jeju, one on the inquiry into Jo Gye-jong, fort captain of Yeongdeung, and one saying the warships of Jindo should not be pressed to assemble for the time being.

In the evening Kim Guk arrived from the capital with two secret dispatches.

Day 19

Clear. Commander Gwon came. I talked with the commanders of Jangheung, Ungcheon, Nagan, Heungyang, Sacheon and the deputy commander of the Right Navy. I had Nan Yeo-mun and other Japanese here bind the surrendered Japanese who had been staying at the Gyeongsang camp, bring them over and behead them.

Day 20

Clear. Punished Son Man-se for forging a dispatch certifying his arrival for garrison duty.

In the afternoon I shot ten rounds.

Day 21

Rain.

Day 22

Clear. The Ungcheon and Heungyang commanders came to see me. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the commanders of Jangheung, Nagan, Namdo, Garipo, Yeodo and Nokdo came to shoot. I shot too.

Day 23

Clear. I ate early and attended to official business. Had the military farm rice measured again; 167 bags were stacked in the new storehouse.

Later the commanders of Geoje, Goseong, Hadong, Gangjin and Hoeryeongpo came to see me. Ha Cheon-su and Yi Jin came as well.

Day 24

Clear. After breakfast I attended to official business. Had the military farm rice measured again and put 170 bags into the storehouse.

The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy arrived. Word came that the Nagan magistrate has been replaced.

Day 25

Rain on and on, clearing at midday. Revised the draft report.

The assistant magistrate of Naju came to see me. The Jangheung magistrate came and spoke of how hard it is to fit out the fleet, and of the harm the governor is doing.

Day 26

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me. A little later the ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang sent word in haste: a Japanese ship had come in through the strait, and as it was about to reach Haepyeongjang they stopped it and would not let it stay.

Day 27

Overcast. Practiced archery with the Nokdo fort captain and others. The Heungyang magistrate was granted leave and went home.

Day 28

Clear. Had acupuncture early.

The Jangheung magistrate arrived here with a staff officer of the Chief Commissioner. He said he had come because the Commissioner’s aide had reported him and an order had been issued for his arrest. He also said there were instructions that the Right Province ships of the Jeolla fleet should move back and forth between the Left and Right Provinces to support them.

In the evening I called in the Geoje commander, asked him about matters, and sent him straight back.

Day 29

Clear. In the morning I revised the draft dispatches.

After breakfast I attended to official business. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander, the Jangheung magistrate and the Chief Commissioner’s staff officer arrived. A staff officer of the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Inspector came with a letter.

Day 30

Clear. In the morning I had Jeong Sa-rip write up a report and sent it to the Chief Commissioner. The Jangheung magistrate went to the Commissioner’s headquarters.

Late in the day the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy sent word that since the winds were now mild and it was urgent to be ready to respond, he wished to take his units and go back to his own province. What he has in mind is utterly outrageous. I gave his staff officer and his chief drill officer seventy strokes of the rod.

In the evening Song Hui-rip, No Yun-bal, Yi Won-ryong and others arrived.

I felt very unwell, and broke out in cold sweats all night.
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Day 1

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. In the morning the Gyeongsang naval commander came, talked, and went back.

Later I punished Yu Hyeong, magistrate of Haenam, Hong Gyeon, garrison commander of Imchi, and Bang Su-gyeong, fort captain of Mokpo, for arriving late. The Haenam magistrate had only just taken up his post, so he was spared the rod.

Day 2

Clear. In the morning I revised the draft report.

The Boseong magistrate arrived.

I felt very unwell and held no office.

Day 3

Clear. Yi Won-ryong went back to the main base. Later Ban Gwan-hae arrived. I had Jeong Sa-rip and others write out a report to the King. It was the spring festival day, so I called in the commanders of Bangdap, Yeodo and Nokdo and the Namdo fort captain, and treated them to wine and rice cakes.

I sent Song Hui-rip to Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, to convey my regret, and he answered warmly.

Day 4

Clear. In the morning I sealed the report.

Later I punished An Hong-guk, magistrate of Boseong, for arriving late. In the afternoon I set sail, went straight by way of Sogeundu and came to the Commander of the Gyeongsang Right Navy. Yi Un-ryong, Commander of the Gyeongsang Left Navy, also arrived. We talked at leisure, and then all spent the night together on the water off Jwarido.

Day 5

Clear. Set sail at the start of the fifth watch and reached the Jeolla Right Navy’s ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang at daybreak. As it was breakfast time, we met after the meal. Then we went to sit under the flowers at Yi Jeong-chung’s and talked at leisure. The rain came on hard. When I went down to the boat first, my son Hoe, my nephew Hae, my sons Myeon and Ul, and Su-won had all arrived. We went back to camp through the rain, and Kim Yang had arrived too, so I talked with him. Went to sleep at the third watch.

Day 6

Overcast. Felt unwell in the morning.

After breakfast the magistrates of Hadong, Goseong, Hampyeong and Haenam took their leave and went home. The Namdo commander went too. I set their deadline for the tenth day of the fifth month. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Gangjin magistrate are to leave after the eighth.

I had the Hampyeong and Namhae magistrates, the Dagyeongpo fort captain and other officers test swords.

Day 7

Clear. Later I attended to official business. The commanders of Garipo, Bangdap and Yeodo came to see me and went back.

Day 8

Clear. In the morning the Angolpo fort captain and the Garipo commander each sent me a large deer.

After breakfast I attended to official business. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander, the Gyeongsang Left Navy commander, the commanders of Garipo, Bangdap, Pyeongsanpo and Yeodo, the deputy commanders of the Right Navy and of Gyeongsang, the Gangjin magistrate and others came and talked all day. We parted dead drunk.

Day 9

Clear in the morning, rain in the evening. The deputy commander of the Right Navy and the Gangjin magistrate took their leave. I gave them wine until they were dead drunk. The deputy commander fell down drunk and did not go.

In the evening the Gyeongsang Left Navy commander came. I meant to send him off with a farewell cup, but he fell down drunk and spent the night in the main hall.

Day 10

Rain. In the morning I invited the Gyeongsang Left Navy commander back again and sent him off with a farewell cup. I was very drunk all day and could not go out.

Day 11

Overcast. My nephew Hae, my son Hoe, my nephew Wan and Su-won left.

This evening the Bangdap garrison commander flew into a temper over nothing and had the water carriers of the flagship flogged. Shocking. I at once had his staff officer and his chief clerk seized and beaten, twenty strokes for the staff officer and fifty for the clerk.

Later the outgoing Cheonseong commander took his leave and went home, while the new Cheonseong commander was taken off to the Provincial Army Commander on a dispatch from the Chief Commissioner. The assistant magistrate of Naju also came, so I gave him wine and sent him off.

Day 12

Clear. After breakfast I felt worn out and slept a little.

The Gyeongsang naval commander came and we talked. The Yeodo and Geumgapdo commanders and the assistant magistrate of Naju also came.

In the evening So Guk-jin returned from the Chief Commissioner’s headquarters with his reply: it had never been his intention that the Right Province fleet be gathered up and sent back to its own province.

Day 13

Rain all day. In the evening the ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang sent word in haste that Japanese ships were coming out one after another. So I picked out the Yeodo and Geumgapdo fort captains and others and sent them.

Worn out, I lay down groaning.

Day 14

Overcast, and the rain did not let up. At dawn urgent reports came from the three provinces: five Japanese ships had anchored at Sepo, near Gyeonnaeryang on the Geoje side, and five more on the Goseong side, and the men had gone ashore. So I sent orders to the commanders of the three provinces to pick out five more ships and send them.

The Bangdap and Nokdo commanders came to see me.

I sweated all night.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to talk.

Cold sweats all night.

Day 16

The rain poured down all day without stopping. In the morning a strong southeast wind rose and stripped the thatch from many roofs. The paper on the doors and windows tore and the rain blew into the rooms. People could hardly bear it. At noon the wind stopped.

In the evening I called in the staff officers and gave them wine.

At the end of the third watch the rain let up for a while.

Sweating just as yesterday.

Day 17

Fine rain all day and on through the night. Later the assistant magistrate of Naju came to see me, so I gave him wine and sent him off drunk.

At dusk Park Ja-bang arrived.

That night cold sweat soaked my back and both layers of my clothes were wet through. I felt unwell.

Day 18

Clear. The commanders of Bangdap, Geumgapdo, Hoeryeongpo and Okpo came to see me. Shot ten rounds.

Day 19

Clear. The Boseong magistrate was granted leave to inspect the spring sowing, and left by boat with Kim Yang.

Day 20

Wind and rain all day. I felt very unwell, and sweat soaked my clothes and bedding.

Day 21

Heavy rain all day. In the first watch of the night I came down with a violent stomach sickness and vomited for a long time. By the third watch it eased a little.

Today I called in my staff officers Song Hui-rip, Kim Dae-bok, O Cheol and others to play the promotion board game.

Day 22

Clear. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me, so I gave them wine and sent them off.

Hearing that a small whale had washed up dead on the island, I sent Park Ja-bang.

The sweats came and went at no set time.

Day 23

Clear. Kim Wan, the assistant defense commander, arrived with eight ships of the Chungcheong fleet. My deputy commander arrived as well.

My servant Geum came with a letter: Mother is well. Sweat soaked my clothes.

Day 24

Clear. After breakfast I attended to official business and punished Kim Eung-hwang, garrison commander of Maryang, Song [text missing] of Pajido, and Son An-guk, magistrate of Gyeolseong. Eo Seong-geup, assistant magistrate of Naju, was given leave and sent off, to be back by the fifteenth day of the fourth month.

I was utterly worn out, and sweated endlessly.

Day 25

Rain all day. Sweat soaked my clothes.

Day 26

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to talk.

Orders came from the Chief Commissioner. It seems he had misunderstood the matter of sending the Right Province fleet home when he replied to the King. Laughable.

Day 27

Clear. Later I went out and practiced archery. My deputy commander, the Bangdap commander, the Chungcheong commander, the garrison commanders of Maryang and Imchi, the magistrate of Gyeolseong and the post commander of Pajido all came, so I gave them wine and sent them off.

In the evening Officer Sin arrived with my brother Yeo-pil. From them I heard that Mother is well. What joy and relief.

Day 28

Overcast, with heavy rain. It did not clear all day.

Day 29

Overcast, and the rain did not let up. I hear the Deputy Commissioner has come to the camp from Seongju.
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Day 1

Heavy rain. Talked with Officer Sin.

Day 2

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander went out to receive the Deputy Commissioner. Officer Sin went with him on the same boat.

Day 3

Clear. Yesterday evening the ambush post at Gyeonnaeryang sent word in haste that four Japanese had come out from Busan to trade and been blown off course by the wind. So at dawn I sent Song Yeo-jong, fort captain of Nokdo, to ask what they were about and look into it. They had come to spy, so they were beheaded.

Day 4

Overcast. In the morning O Cheol left.

I went to see Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, talked over wine until I was drunk, and came back.

A stockade was put up for the Chungcheong troops.

Day 5

Clear. The Deputy Commissioner arrived.

Day 6

Overcast. The Deputy Commissioner held an archery test.

Day 7

Clear. The Deputy Commissioner held court and handed out prizes.

A man came in from Busan and said the chief envoy from Ming China had fled. I do not know what it is about.

Day 8

Rain on and on all day. Later the Deputy Commissioner and I sat drinking together until we were very drunk, and we parted after watching the lanterns.

Day 9

Clear. The Deputy Commissioner was leaving, so I went out to the harbor, and we talked on the same boat and said goodbye.

Day 10

Clear. I heard the royal inspector was coming. Later he arrived, and we talked by candlelight before parting.

Day 11

Clear. Sat with the royal inspector and talked at leisure.

Feasted the officers and men and shot ten rounds.

Day 12

Clear. The royal inspector had rice cooked to feed the troops. Afterward we shot ten rounds and talked all day.

Day 13

Clear. Sat with the royal inspector. Later we went out to the harbor, but a strong south wind was blowing and no boat could sail. We went to Seoninam and talked all day, and parted as dusk fell.

Day 14

Overcast and rainy all day. After the Hongju assistant magistrate and the Dangjin fort captain had bowed to the King’s edict, I had Won Yu-nam, deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, given the rod. The Dangjin fort captain was punished along with him.

Day 15

Clear. I checked and sealed the tribute gifts for the Dano festival and sent them off with Gwak Eon-su. Wrote letters to the Chief State Councillor, Lord Jeong of the Office of Ministers-without-Portfolio, Minister Kim Myeong-won, Yun Ja-sin, Jo Sa-cheok, Sin Sik and Nam I-gong.

Day 16

Clear. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander and the Garipo and Bangdap commanders talked with me until night fell. That night the moon shone cold on the sea, and not a speck of dust stirred.

Sweating again.

Day 17

Clear. My brother Yeo-pil and my son Myeon left with the servants.

Day 18

Clear. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches from the various counties and ports and sent them back.

Later I shot twenty rounds with the deputy commanders of Chungcheong and Gyeongsang, the Bangdap garrison commander and Kim, the assistant defense commander.

A staff officer from Mado brought in a Japanese deserter caught at the ambush post.

Day 19

Clear. Had acupuncture in more than twenty places for damp heat.

Today I heard from Nam Yeo-mun that Hideyoshi is dead, but it cannot be believed.

Day 20

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to invite me. We agreed to meet tomorrow.

Day 21

Clear. Went to the Gyeongsang naval commander’s camp. On the way I stopped at the Jeolla Right Navy’s camp and invited the Gyeongsang commander there. We practiced archery all day.

Day 22

Clear. Heo Nae-man in Busan sent a report: the chief Ming envoy has fled, while the deputy envoy remains in the Japanese camp as before, and on the eighth day of the fourth month he reported the flight to the Emperor.

Day 23

Clear. Kim Gyeong-rok, an officer of the Privy Council, arrived. I ate early, attended to official business, and drank with him.

Later I had the strong men of the army wrestle. One called Seong-bok beat them all, so I gave him a prize.

Won Yu-nam, deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Maryang garrison commander, the Dangjin fort captain, the Hongju assistant magistrate, the Gyeolseong magistrate, the Pajido post commander, the Okpo fort captain and other officers shot ten rounds together.

Day 24

Clear. After breakfast I went out to the bathhouse and talked with the commanders.

Day 25

Clear. The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to talk. I took a bath, but the water was too hot and I soon got out.

Day 26

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me. A staff officer of the Chief Commissioner came as well.

Took a bath.

Day 27

Clear. The Chief Commissioner’s reply to my dispatch came.

Took a bath.

Day 28

Clear. All the commanders came to see me.

Bathed twice.

Day 29

Clear. Bathed once.

Day 30

Clear. Bathed once.

A report from Heo Nae-man in Busan says Konishi Yukinaga seems to intend to pull out and move. Kim Gyeong-rok went back. A letter came saying Mother is well.
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Day 1

Overcast. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me. Bathed once.

Day 2

Clear. Bathed early and returned to camp.

Two guns were cast.

Kim, the assistant defense commander, came to see me, and Jo Gye-jong came to pay his respects. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, had Kim In-bok executed and his head displayed.

Day 3

Clear. The drought is terrible. How can I put my worry into words?

The Gyeongsang deputy commander came. Shot fifteen rounds.

Day 4

Clear. Today is Mother’s birthday. I could not even offer her a single cup, and my heart is ill at ease. My deputy commander made offerings to the spirits of pestilence on the hill in front.

Day 5

Clear. After the Hoeryeongpo fort captain had bowed to the King’s edict, the commanders gathered. So I went in, sat down and thanked them for their labors. The cup went round four times. When the Gyeongsang naval commander had poured about halfway round, I had them wrestle, and Im Gye-hyeong, magistrate of Nagan, came out on top. We let them dance and make merry late into the night. It was not merriment for its own sake: I wanted officers and men who had suffered so long to let go of their weariness for a while.

Day 6

Heavy rain came later in the day, enough to satisfy every farmer’s hope. My joy is beyond words.

My son Ul left by boat with Kim Dae-bok.

At dusk fire broke out in the charcoal store for the guns and burned it all. The officers in charge were careless. Deplorable, truly deplorable.

Day 7

Clearing later. Yi Yeong-nam arrived. I called him in and we talked quietly about old times.

Day 8

Clear. Talked with Yi Yeong-nam. Later I attended to official business. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me. Shot ten rounds.

I felt very unwell and vomited twice.

In the evening my nephew Wan arrived. Kim Hyo-seong and the Biin magistrate also arrived.

Day 9

Clear. Felt very unwell. Talked with Yi Yeong-nam about affairs in the northwest.

Day 10

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. I was unwell too, and groaned all day.

Day 11

Clear. After breakfast I attended to official business and punished Sin Gyeong-jing, magistrate of Biin, for arriving late. I also gave Jo Myeong, the officer in charge of the Suncheon oarsmen, the rod for his offense.

Feeling unwell, I went in early and lay groaning.

The Geoje and Yeongdeung commanders stayed the night with Yi Yeong-nam.

Day 12

Clear. Yi Yeong-nam went back.

Unwell, and groaned all day.

An urgent report came from the Gimhae magistrate, along with a report from Kim Pil-dong, a Busan man who has gone over to the enemy. They say Hideyoshi has declared that even without the chief envoy, the deputy envoy is still there, so he means to settle the peace and withdraw his troops.

Day 13

Clear. A report from Heo Nae-man in Busan says Kato Kiyomasa crossed the sea with his army on the tenth, and the Japanese in the other camps will also withdraw, but the Japanese at Busan are staying on because they must escort the Ming envoy across the sea.

Shot nine rounds today.

Day 14

Clear. The urgent report from Baek Sa-rim, magistrate of Gimhae, said the same as Nae-man’s. So I sent word to the Suncheon magistrate and had him pass it on down the line.

Shot ten rounds.

Son An-guk, magistrate of Gyeolseong, left.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. After breakfast I rode out alone and climbed the peak behind Hansan, and looked out at the five islands and Tsushima.

Late in the day I came back down to a little stream and had lunch with the assistant defense commander and the Geoje commander. At dark I returned to camp.

Day 16

Clear. The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Hongju assistant magistrate, the Biin magistrate and the Pajido post commander came to pay their respects, and the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me.

Day 17

Rain on and on all day, everything the farmers could hope for. We may look for a good harvest.

Day 18

The rain let up for a while, but the sea fog did not lift. Later I attended to official business and practiced archery.

In the evening the scout boat came in. Mother is well.

Day 19

Clear. The Bangdap commander received news of his mother’s death. I appointed my deputy commander acting commander and sent him there.

Practiced archery.

My whole body was soaked in sweat.

Day 20

Clear. Kim Chung-min, magistrate of Ungcheon, came to pay his respects. The Sado garrison commander came back.

Day 21

Clear. Practiced archery with my deputy commander and others.

Day 22

Clear. Practiced archery with Won Yu-nam, deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, Yi Mong-gu, deputy commander of the Left Navy, Park Ryun, assistant magistrate of Hongju, and others.

Hong U took a report to the King to the Provincial Inspector’s headquarters.

Day 23

Overcast. Shot fifteen rounds with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and others. In the morning Jang Ui-hyeon, garrison commander of Mijohang, bowed to the King’s edict and then left for his post at Jangheung.

Day 24

Overcast. A state memorial day, so I held no office.

A report came from Nae-man in Busan: the Japanese in all the camps of the Left Province have already withdrawn, and they remain only at Busan.

Day 25

Rain on and on all day. I sat alone in the upper room, my thoughts running in a thousand directions. Reading a history of our country, I found much to lament.

Day 26

Overcast, and the fog would not lift. A strong south wind. Later I attended to official business. While I was practicing archery with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, my own deputy commander and others, the Gyeongsang naval commander came too, and we shot ten rounds together.

Day 27

Fine rain all day. The deputy commanders of the Chungcheong Navy and the Left Navy came here and played the promotion board game.

Day 28

Overcast, and the rain did not let up. I heard that the Governor of Jeolla has been dismissed and replaced, and that Kato Kiyomasa has come back to Busan. Neither can be believed.

Day 29

Overcast and rainy into the evening. The Goseong and Geoje commanders came to see me and went back.

Day 30

Overcast. Gwak Eon-su arrived, bringing letters from the Chief State Councillor, Lord Jeong of the Office of Ministers-without-Portfolio, Yun Ja-sin, Jo Sa-cheok, Sin Sik and Nam I-gong. Later I went to see the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, spent the whole day in great good cheer, and came back.


Sixth Month
Year of Byeongsin · 1596

Day 1

Overcast all day, with steady monsoon rain. Late in the day I called in the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, my own deputy commander, Park Ryun and Sin Gyeong-jing, and we talked.

The new Namhae magistrate’s notice of taking office arrived.

Day 2

The rain did not let up. In the morning my deputy commander left for Bangdap. Sin Gyeong-jing, the Biin magistrate, went home.

Late in the day I went out to attend to official business and shot ten rounds of archery. Had leather skirts made and sent down.

Day 3

Overcast. In the morning Seong Cheon-yu, fort captain of Jepo, bowed before the royal letter of appointment.

Kim Yang-gan loaded the farm oxen onto a boat and left.

The Geumgapdo commander came to see me.

Day 4

Clear. After breakfast I went out to attend to official business. The officers of Garipo, Imchi and Namdo, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Hongju deputy magistrate and others came. Shot seven rounds. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came and the target was painted afresh. We shot twelve more rounds and then stopped.

Day 5

Overcast. Went out to attend to official business and shot ten rounds.

Day 6

Clear. The commanders of all four provinces gathered and shot at the target together. I fed them with wine and food, and then had them shoot in a contest to decide winners and losers before we broke up.

Day 7

Overcast in the morning, clearing later. Shot ten rounds with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and others.

Day 8

Clear. Went out early and shot fifteen rounds.

Day 9

Clear. Went out early, and while I was shooting with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the officers of Dangpo, Yeodo and Nokdo, the Gyeongsang naval commander joined us. We shot twenty rounds in all.

Day 10

Rain all day. At noon a brief report came from Busan: Sō Yoshitoshi had gone back to Tsushima early on the morning of the 9th.

Day 11

Rain on and off, clearing late. Shot ten rounds.

Day 12

Clear. The heat was like a steam bath. Called in the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and others and shot fifteen rounds.

Day 13

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came with wine. Shot fifteen rounds.

Day 14

Clear. Went out early and shot fifteen rounds. In the morning my son Hoe arrived together with Yi Su-won. I heard that Mother is well.

Day 15

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. Later I went out to attend to official business, called in the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, Assistant Defense Commander Kim Wan and the other commanders, and shot fifteen rounds.

This day Heo Nae-man of Busan came and reported on the Japanese. I gave him provisions and sent him back.

Day 16

Clear. Late in the day the Gyeongsang naval commander came and we talked.

Went out to attend to official business and shot ten rounds.

In the evening Kim Bung-man, Bae Pil-ryeon and others arrived at the camp with the reed mats they had bought.

Day 17

Clear. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came. We shot fifteen rounds and then stopped.

Day 18

Clear. Went out late and shot fifteen rounds.

Day 19

Clear. Drew up a dispatch and sent it to the Chief Commissioner.

Went out late and shot fifteen rounds.

Day 20

Clear. Yesterday morning, after Jang Hu-wan, post commander of Gokpo, bowed before the royal letter of appointment, I took the Pyeongsanpo fort captain to task for failing to reach the camp in time. He answered that no deadline had been set. Nothing could be more outrageous. I gave him thirty strokes of the rod.

At noon the Namhae magistrate came in. After he bowed before the royal letter of appointment, we talked and shot together. The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy came too.

Day 21

In the morning I invited the Namhae magistrate to breakfast. But he went off to the Gyeongsang naval commander’s instead, and came back in the evening to talk with me.

Day 22

Clear. It was the anniversary of my grandmother’s death, so I held no office. Talked all day with the Namhae magistrate.

Day 23

Rain on and off all day. Talked with the Namhae magistrate. Late in the day he went to the Gyeongsang naval commander’s. I called in the assistant defense commander, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, and the officers of Yeodo and Sado, and fed them wine and meat. Yi Geuk-il, the Gonyang magistrate, also came to see me. The Hadong magistrate came as well, but I sent him back to his county.

Day 24

Clear. Went out early and shot fifteen rounds with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy. The Gyeongsang naval commander also came and shot with us. The surrendered Japanese Yayomon and the others asked that one of their own, Shinjiro, be put to death. So I ordered him killed.

Day 25

Clear. Went out early to attend to official business. The assistant defense commander, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the garrison commanders of Imchi and Maryang, the fort captains of Mokpo, Nokdo and Hoeryeongpo, the Pajido officer and others came. We shot five rounds with heavy iron arrows, three rounds with short arrows, and five rounds at the target.

Kim Goeng of Namwon took his leave to go home.

Day 26

Rain on and off. Went out late to attend to official business and shot five rounds each with heavy iron arrows and short arrows.

Day 27

Clear. Went out to attend to official business and, with Assistant Defense Commander Kim, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, and the officers of Garipo, Dangjinpo and Angolpo, shot five rounds with heavy iron arrows, three with short arrows, and seven at the target.

Day 28

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. In the morning the Goseong magistrate sent an urgent report: the Provincial Inspector’s party had reached Sacheon County yesterday, so today it should reach Sobipo.

Day 29

Overcast in the morning, clear in the evening. Went out late, and after official business I shot with the assistant defense commander, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Naju deputy magistrate: heavy iron arrows, short arrows and the target, eighteen rounds in all.


Seventh Month
Year of Byeongsin · 1596

Day 1

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. The Gyeongsang Right Provincial Inspector arrived at the camp, but we did not meet that day. His staff officer Na Goeng came here to deliver a message from him.

Day 2

Clear. Went to the Gyeongsang camp and talked with the Provincial Inspector for some time. We sat up in the new pavilion, split into teams and shot at the target. The Inspector’s side lost by a hundred and sixty-two points. We enjoyed ourselves thoroughly all day.

Day 3

Clear. The Provincial Inspector came to my camp with his aide and we shot. His side lost again. He went back late at night.

Day 4

Clear. Went to the Gyeongsang camp and met and talked with the Provincial Inspector. After a while we went down to the boats and rode together. At the mouth of the harbor the ships were drawn up in a line outside. We talked the whole day. When we reached the waters off Seonam, we cast off and parted, bowing to each other from a distance. Then I came back in on the same boat with Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and the Gyeongsang naval commander.

Day 5

Clear. Went out late and shot at the target. The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy came and joined in.

Day 6

Clear. Went out early to attend to official business. The Geoje, Ungcheon and Samcheonpo officers came to see me. A letter also came from Yi Gon-byeon. Much of it complained of the wrongs at Ipseok. Laughable.

Day 7

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander and the Right Navy commander arrived together with their officers. We held a three-event archery contest.

Day 8

Clear. Shot ten rounds with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 9

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came here. He kept saying it would be hard to fit out sails for the ships the envoys to Japan are to sail in.

In the afternoon I shot ten rounds.

Day 10

Clear. An order came from the Chief Commissioner: Hwang Sin has been made chief envoy to accompany the Ming envoy, with Gwon Hwang as his deputy, and three ships for crossing the sea in the next few days are to be fitted out and brought round to Busan. The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the fort captains of Saryang, Jisepo and Okpo, the Hongju deputy magistrate, Go Yeo-u, former fort captain of Jeokdo, and other officers came to see me.

The Gyeongsang naval commander sent an urgent report that a Japanese ship had come and anchored at Chunwondo. So I assigned several commanders and sent them to search for it.

Day 11

Clear. In the morning I drew up a dispatch about the ships and sent it to the Chief Commissioner.

Late in the day the Gyeongsang naval commander came to discuss the oarsmen who will accompany the crossing.

Day 12

Clear. Rations for the oarsmen making the crossing, twenty bags of polished rice and forty of half-polished rice, were collected by the special envoy Byeon Ik-seong and the naval commander’s staff officer Jeong Jon-geuk.

Nam Chi-on, who passed the examination in the same year as I did, came.

Day 13

Clear. Fitted out and sent off the three ships for the Korean envoys accompanying the mission.

Late in the day I shot thirteen rounds.

Day 14

Rain. In the evening Jo Eung-do, the Goseong magistrate, came and we talked.

Day 15

Light rain. The Gyeongsang naval commander and Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, gathered with me; we shot and then broke up.

Day 16

Rain at dawn, clearing later. This day Geol-bok, a privately owned slave living at Sinpyeong and serving as an oarsman from Hongju in Chungcheong Province, who had run away, was caught, executed and his head displayed.

The Hadong and Sacheon magistrates came.

Day 17

Light rain. A great band of rebels has risen secretly at Hongsan in Chungcheong Province. They say Yun Yeong-hyeon, the Hongsan magistrate, was captured, and Park Jin-guk, the Seocheon magistrate, was also carried off. The enemy from outside has not yet been destroyed, and now the enemy within behaves like this. Utterly shocking and painful.

Nam Chi-on and the Goseong and Sacheon magistrates took their leave.

Day 18

Clear. Wrote my rulings on the dispatches and sent them back.

The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Hongju deputy magistrate heard about the rebels in Chungcheong and came to report.

In the evening I heard that the surrendered Japanese Yeoneunggi, Yeoi and Yeomun were plotting to kill Nam Yeo-mun.

Day 19

Clear. Nam Yeo-mun beheaded Yeoneunggi, Yeoi, Yeomun and the others.

Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came to see me and went back.

Yi Ui-deuk, deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, and Yun Seung-nam, fort captain of Dagyeongpo, came.

Day 20

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me.

The scout boat from my headquarters came in and I learned that Mother is well. What joy, what a blessing. Through it I also learned that the rebel bandit in Chungcheong had been shot by Yi Si-bal’s musketeers and died on the spot. Most fortunate.

Day 21

Clear. Went out late to attend to official business. The Geoje magistrate, the deputy magistrates of Naju and Hongju, and the officers of Okpo, Ungcheon and Dangjinpo came. Sent a boat to my headquarters to fetch the leopard skins the envoys to Japan had asked for.

Day 22

Clear. A written report from the Suncheon officials said the Chungcheong rebels, who had risen within Hongsan, had been beheaded. But Hongju and two other towns had been besieged and barely escaped. Deplorable, deplorable.

The relief ship from Nagan came in.

Day 23

Heavy rain. Park Ryun, the Hongju deputy magistrate, took his leave.

Day 24

Clear. A state memorial day.

This day I went to the well and had it dug deeper. The Gyeongsang naval commander also came, and the Geoje, Geumgap and Dagyeong officers followed. The spring ran deep, and its source was long.

Came back in the afternoon and held the three-event archery.

Day 25

Clear. Sent the leopard skins and patterned mats to the envoys to Japan.

Day 26

Clear. Yi Jeon came from the Chief Commissioner’s headquarters bringing three sets of identification tallies. I sent one to the Gyeongsang naval commander and one to Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy.

A runner from the State Tribunal came to arrest Yun Seung-nam.

Day 27

Clear. Late in the day I told the Nokdo fort captain to repair the road to the mounted archery ground.

Yun Seung-nam, fort captain of Dagyeongpo, was taken away under arrest.

Day 28

Clear. Late in the day I shot with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 29

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me, and so did my deputy commander. The deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy also arrived. An order came from the Chief Commissioner to set up an examination ground.

Day 30

Clear. Late in the day the assistant defense commander came and shot.

In the evening the scout boat came in and I learned that Mother is well.

Two royal orders came down, and war horses were brought in as well.


Eighth Month
Year of Byeongsin · 1596

Day 1

Clear. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King.

Late in the day Song Se-eung, post commander of Pajido, left for home.

In the afternoon I went to the archery ground and rode horses. Came back after dark.

Gwak Eon-su, who had gone to Busan, came back and delivered the envoy’s reply to my letter.

Day 2

Heavy downpour.

Day 3

Clear, with an occasional shower. The assistant defense commander came to see me, as did my deputy commander and the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy. Then we shot the three-event archery.

Day 4

Clear. A strong east wind. My sons Hoe and Myeon and my nephew Wan left. Jeong Seon left as well. Jeong Sa-rip was granted leave and went.

Day 5

Clear. I felt unwell and did not go out to attend to official business. The Garipo garrison commander came to see me.

Day 6

Overcast but no rain. In the morning Assistant Defense Commander Kim, the deputy commanders of the Chungcheong and Gyeongsang navies and other officers came to ask after my illness.

The Dangpo fort captain came to tell me his mother was gravely ill.

The Gyeongsang naval commander and Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came to see me. Assistant Defense Commander Bae came in. They went back at dusk.

Day 7

Rain on and off, clearing late. I felt unwell and held no office. Wrote letters to the capital.

That night my sweat soaked through two layers of clothing.

Day 8

Overcast but no rain. Gang Hui-ro came here. He said the Namhae magistrate’s illness is gradually easing. Talked with him late into the night.

Uineung came and delivered a hundred and twenty geun of raw hemp.

Day 9

Overcast. In the morning I received three hundred and thirty geun of raw hemp from Suin.

Kim Eung-hwang, garrison commander of Maryang, was given the lowest rating in his review and left.

Went out late to attend to official business. Shot ten rounds.

Day 10

Clear. In the morning the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy came to ask after my health. Then I had breakfast with the assistant defense commander.

I felt very unwell and lay on my pillow for a long while.

Late in the day I called in the two assistant defense commanders and the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, and we shared steamed sanghwa cakes.

After dark the moonlight was like white silk. A wanderer’s thoughts came in ten thousand strands, and I lay awake unable to sleep.

Day 11

Clear. A strong wind. Had breakfast with Assistant Defense Commander Bae. Went with him to the archery pavilion, watched the horse riding, and came back to camp.

In the first watch of the night the Geoje magistrate sent an urgent report that a Japanese ship had come from Deungsan into Songmipo. In the second watch another report said it had moved and anchored at Ajapo. Just as I was assigning boats to send out, a third report said it had slipped through Gyeonnaeryang. So I had the ambush commander arrested for questioning.

Day 12

Clear. A strong east wind. Boats heading east could not come or go at all. It has been long since I heard whether Mother is well, and my anxiety is extreme, extreme.

Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, came to see me.

Day 13

Clear, then overcast. A strong east wind. Shot at the target with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

That night the sweat ran down and soaked my back.

Day 14

Overcast. The east wind kept blowing, and they say the rice and grain crops have been damaged.

Talked with Assistant Defense Commander Bae and the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy.

Day 15

Rain at dawn. Late in the day Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander, the two assistant defense commanders, the deputy commanders of the Chungcheong and Gyeongsang navies, the Garipo and Pyeongsanpo officers and others, nineteen commanders in all, gathered and talked.

Day 16

Clear. A strong south wind. Gang Hui-ro went back to Namhae.

I felt unwell and lay groaning all day.

In the evening word came that the Chief Commissioner had reached Jinju.

Day 17

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me, and so did the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and the Geoje magistrate.

Sent out a man to find out where the Chief Commissioner was.

Day 18

Sun and rain by turns. In the third watch of the night the Gurye magistrate came in, sent as special envoy with the royal amnesty proclamation.

The sweat kept pouring off me.

Day 19

Overcast and clear by turns. At dawn I bowed before the amnesty proclamation with the commanders, and then we had breakfast together. The Gurye magistrate took his leave.

Song Ui-ryeon came in from my headquarters bringing a letter from my son Ul. It says Mother is gradually recovering. What a relief, what a relief.

Late in the day the Geoje magistrate and the Geumgapdo commander came and talked.

Day 20

A strong east wind. At dawn Song Hui-rip took three hundred men from the Right Province, a hundred from Gyeongsang, three hundred from Chungcheong and three hundred and ninety from the Left Province to haul down timber for warships.

Late in the morning my nephews Bong and Hae, my sons Hoe and Myeon, my nephew Wan, with Choe Dae-seong, Yun Deok-jong, Jeong Seon and others, came in.

Day 21

Clear. After breakfast I sat in the archery pavilion and had my boys practice archery, and mounted archery too. Assistant Defense Commanders Bae and Kim and the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy arrived together. We had lunch together and I came back after dark.

Day 22

Clear. The Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me.

Day 23

Clear. Went to look over the archery ground. The Gyeongsang naval commander came and joined me.

Day 24

Clear.

Day 25

Clear. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and the Gyeongsang naval commander came to see me and went back.

Day 26

Clear. Set sail at dawn, reached Sacheon and stayed the night. Talked all day with the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy and said farewell.

Day 27

Clear. Set off early and reached Sacheon. In the afternoon I went on to Jinju and called on the Chief Commissioner. We talked things over all day. Kim Eung-seo also came, but left again at once.

After dark I went back to the magistrate’s quarters and stayed the night.

Day 28

Clear. Early in the morning I went before the Chief Commissioner and spent the whole day putting matters to him and settling them. After the first watch of the night I returned to the magistrate’s quarters, talked with him late into the night, and then we parted.

Day 29

Clear. Set off early and reached Sacheon. After breakfast I went on to where the boats were. The Goseong magistrate came too, and the Samcheonpo post commander and Yi Gon-byeon followed. We talked late into the night and stayed at Guraryang.


Leap Eighth Month
Year of Byeongsin · 1596

Day 1

Clear. An eclipse of the sun. Early in the morning I reached Bimangjin. Had breakfast with Yi Gon-byeon and the others and said goodbye. At dusk I reached the camp, where Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and the Gyeongsang naval commander had come out to wait for me. I sat face to face with the Right Navy commander and talked.

Day 2

Clear. The commanders came to see me. Late in the day the Gyeongsang naval commander and the Right Navy commander came and talked.

Day 3

Clear.

Day 4

Rain on and off. That night, in the second watch, I broke out in a sweat.

Day 5

Clear. Went to the archery hall and watched the boys practice mounted archery.

Ha Cheon-su went to the Chief Commissioner.

Day 6

Clear. After breakfast I went to the archery hall with the Gyeongsang naval commander and Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, watched the mounted archery, and came back after dark.

The Bangdap garrison commander arrived at the camp.

Day 7

Clear. Hyang-si, a servant from Asan, came in.

Day 8

Clear. After breakfast I went to the archery hall and watched the mounted archery. The Gwangyang and Goseong magistrates came in to serve as examiners. Ha Cheon-su arrived from Jinju.

Day 9

Clear. In the morning the Gwangyang magistrate bowed before the royal letter of appointment. My nephew Bong, my son Hoe and Kim Dae-bok bowed before their certificates of appointment, and then I talked with them.

That evening Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, and the Gyeongsang naval commander came and talked.

Day 10

Clear. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander and Assistant Defense Commander Bae came together. They left in the second watch of the night.

Day 11

Clear. Set out to wait upon the Chief Commissioner and reached Dangpo. In the first watch of the night the Commissioner’s messenger arrived and said he would set out on the 14th.

Day 12

Clear. All day I urged the oarsmen on. In the second watch of the night I came before Mother. Her white hair glimmered in the dark. When she saw me she rose in surprise, and we held each other with tears in our eyes. All night long I comforted her and we rejoiced.

Day 13

Clear. I sat by her side and served her breakfast, and she looked very happy. Later I took my leave and went to my headquarters. In the early evening I boarded a small boat and urged the oarsmen on all night.

Day 14

Clear. At dawn I reached Duchi, where they said the Chief Commissioner and his deputy had already arrived and stayed the night before. I caught up with them at their inspection stop and met the post-station superintendent of Socheon. Reached Gwangyang County early. Everywhere we passed, the land was overgrown with mugwort and weeds as far as the eye could see; it was too wretched to look at. For the time being I exempted them from refitting warships, to ease the burden on the soldiers and the people.

Day 15

Clear. Set off early and reached Suncheon. Since the Chief Commissioner’s party had gone into the government office, I stayed at Jeong Sa-jun’s house. The Provincial Inspector also came and talked with me.

Day 16

Clear. Stayed put this day.

Day 17

Clear. Late in the day I headed for Nagan County, where Yi Ho-mun, Yi Ji-nam and others came to see me. They described the people’s hardships, and every one of them concerned the navy.

Day 18

Clear. Kim Yong, the secretary to the Commissioner, went up to the capital. Set off early and reached Yanggang post station. After lunch I climbed up to the mountain fortress, looked out into the distance, and pointed out each port and island. Then I went on toward Heungyang, reached the county after dark, and stayed in the local gentry office.

After dark Yi Ji-hwa came to see me.

Day 19

Clear. Set out for Nokdo. On the way we inspected the military farm at Doyang. The Chief Commissioner looked very pleased. Arrived and stayed the night.

Day 20

Clear. Set off early and boarded a ship. Sat with the Chief Commissioner and his deputy and talked military matters all day. Late in the day we reached Baeksajeong. After lunch we went on to Jangheung. I stayed in the government hall.

Kim Eung-nam came to see me.

Day 21

Clear. Stayed on. Jeong Gyeong-dal came to see me.

Day 22

Clear. Late in the day we reached the Provincial Army headquarters and met him. The Provincial Army Commander is none other than Won Gyun.

Day 23

Clear. Stayed on at the Provincial Army headquarters.

Day 24

I went to Garipo with the deputy Commissioner. Yi Jeong-chung, deputy commander of the Right Navy, had arrived ahead of us. We climbed Nammangsan together, and from there every island along the enemy’s routes to the left and right could be counted one by one. It is truly the key point of the whole province, but its position is so isolated and precarious that there was no choice but to move it and merge it with Ijin.

Day 25

Set off early and reached Ijin. After lunch we took the road to Haenam. On the way Kim Gyeong-nok came to see me with wine, and before I knew it the day was ending. We lit torches and reached the county in the second watch of the night.

Day 26

Clear. Set off early and reached Usuyeong. I stayed at the Taepyeong Pavilion and talked with the deputy commander.

Day 27

Clear. The Chief Commissioner came into the naval headquarters from Jindo.

Day 28

Light rain. Stayed at the naval headquarters.

Day 29

Light rain. Early in the morning I reached Namni post station. In the afternoon I reached Haenam County.

Sent So Guk-jin to my headquarters.


Ninth Month
Year of Byeongsin · 1596

Day 1

Showers. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. Set off early and reached Seokjewon. In the afternoon I reached Yeongam and stayed at the local gentry hall.

Jo Paeng-nyeon, a ministry section chief, came to see me. Choe Suk-nam also came to see me.

Day 2

Clear. Stayed at Yeongam.

Day 3

Clear. Set off in the morning and reached Sinwon in Naju, where I called in the deputy magistrate and talked with him. Reached Naju after dark.

Day 4

Clear. Stayed at Naju. Paid my respects at the Confucian shrine with the Chief Commissioner.

Day 5

Clear. Stayed at Naju.

Day 6

Clear. Told the Chief Commissioner I would go on ahead to Muan. When I reached Gogiwon on the road, Na Deok-jun, the Naju pasture superintendent, caught up with me and we met. Much of what he said was full of righteous indignation. I talked with him a long time. Reached Muan after dark.

Day 7

Clear. Spent a long while discussing the people’s hardships with Superintendent Na and the magistrate. I heard that Jeong Dae-cheong had come in, so I asked him to sit and talk.

Set off late, reached Dagyeongpo, and talked with the Yeonggwang magistrate.

Day 8

Clear. Meat was served at breakfast, but it was a state memorial day, so I did not eat it. After the morning meal I reached Dongsanwon and fed the horses. I pressed the horses on to Imchi base, where the eight-year-old daughter of Yi Gong-heon came to see me, together with her cousin’s daughter and the servant Su-gyeong. Thinking of Gong-heon, I was overcome with grief. Su-gyeong is a child who had been abandoned at Yi Yeom’s house and was taken in and raised.

Day 9

Clear. Called in the garrison commander Hong Gyeon and asked about his defense plans. After the morning meal I climbed the rear wall and looked over the lay of the land. Went back to Dongsanwon. In the afternoon I reached Hampyeong County. On the road I met Han Yeo-gyeong, but it was hard to talk on horseback, so I told him to come to the county office. The magistrate had gone out to meet the royal inspector, they said. Kim Eok-seong arrived with us.

Day 10

Clear. Stayed at Hampyeong. Before breakfast Jeong Dae-cheong of Muan came, and I talked with him. Many of the county’s Confucian scholars came in to describe the people’s hardships. In the evening the provincial aide came in and we talked.

Day 11

Clear. After the morning meal I went to Yeonggwang. On the road I met Sin Gyeong-deok and talked briefly. When I reached Yeonggwang, the magistrate bowed before the royal letter of appointment and then came in to talk with me.

Day 12

A great storm of wind and rain. I set out late, and about ten li along, by a stream, Yi Gwang-bo and Han Yeo-gyeong were waiting with wine. So I got off my horse and talked with them. An Se-hui came too. Reached Mujang after dark.

Day 13

Clear. Yi Jung-ik and Yi Gwang-bo came and talked with me. Jung-ik spoke much of his poverty, so I took off my coat and gave it to him. We talked all day.

Day 14

Clear. Stayed on.

Day 15

Clear. The Chief Commissioner arrived at the county. I went in, bowed, and discussed plans with him.

Day 16

Clear. The Chief Commissioner set out and went from Gochang to Jangseong.

Day 17

Clear. The Chief Commissioner went with his deputy to Ibamsan Fortress. I went on alone to Jinwon County and talked with the magistrate. The Commissioner’s secretary arrived as well. After dark I went into the magistrate’s residence. My two nieces came out and sat with me, and we caught up after our long separation. Then I went back out to the small pavilion and talked late into the night with the magistrate and my nephews.

Day 18

Light rain. After breakfast I reached Gwangju and talked with the magistrate.

Day 19

A great storm of wind and rain. A letter came from the Commissioner’s secretary, and letters asking after me from Yun Gan and my nephew Hae.

This morning the Gwangju magistrate came and we had breakfast together.

At noon the Neungseong magistrate came in. They say the Chief Commissioner has sealed the Gwangju magistrate’s storehouses and dismissed him from office.

Day 20

Heavy rain. As the magistrate was setting off on his way, two Ming Chinese invited me to talk, so I gave them wine. It rained all day and I could not go far. Reached Hwasun and stayed the night.

Day 21

Sun and rain by turns. Reached Neungseong early, climbed Choegyeong Tower, and gazed out at Yeonjusan.

Day 22

Clear. Set out late and reached Iyangwon, where the sea transport commissioner had arrived ahead of me. Seeing me pass, he wanted to invite me to talk, so I talked with him. Reached Boseong County after dark and stayed the night.

Day 23

Clear. Stayed on. A state memorial day, so I held no office.

Day 24

Clear. Set off early and reached the house of Seon Geo-i, the former Provincial Army Commander. He is gravely ill, which worries me. Reached Nagan after dark and stayed the night.

Day 25

Clear. Reached Suncheon and talked with the magistrate.

Day 26

Clear. Stayed at Suncheon. The townspeople asked to lay on beef and wine for me. I firmly declined, but at the magistrate’s earnest urging I drank a little and then we broke up.

Day 27

Clear. Set off early, reached the house where Mother is staying, and saw her.

Day 28

Clear. It was the birthday of my uncle from Namyang, so I came to my headquarters.

Day 29

Clear. After breakfast I went out to the government hall and attended to official business.

Day 30

Clear. Sin Seok, a staff officer bearing the King’s message, came and told me the date set for the feast to reward the troops.


Tenth Month
Year of Byeongsin · 1596

Day 1

Rain and a strong wind. At dawn I performed the dawn rite of bowing toward the distant King. Then I set out at once to visit Mother.

Day 2

Clear, but the wind was so strong we could not sail.

Day 3

Clear. I escorted Mother aboard the boat with the rest of the party and brought her back to my headquarters. I spent the whole day keeping her happy. What a blessing, what a blessing.

Day 4

Clear. Went out to the government hall and attended to official business. The Namhae magistrate came.

Day 5

Overcast. Talked with the Namhae magistrate.

Day 6

A great storm of wind and rain. The Heungyang and Suncheon magistrates came in.

Day 7

Clear. Early in the day I held a feast in honor of Mother’s long life. We enjoyed ourselves to the full all day. What a blessing, what a blessing.

Day 8

Clear. Mother is in good health. What a blessing, what a blessing. Shared a farewell cup with the Suncheon magistrate and saw him off.

Day 9

Clear. Stayed by Mother’s side all day.

Day 10

Clear. I bowed and took leave of Mother. In the early afternoon I boarded the boat, hoisted sail before the wind, urged the oarsmen on all night, and returned to the camp.

Day 11

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 12 of this month to the third month of 1597.]


Part VI
The Year of Jeongyu
1597
Entries survive for the fourth through twelfth months. This part holds 266 entries. Gaps in the diary are marked in the text.



Fourth Month
Year of Jeongyu · 1597

Day 1

Clear. At last I walked out through the prison gate. I went to the house of Yun Gan’s servant outside the South Gate, where my nephews Bong and Bun and my son Ul were sitting together in one room with Yun Gan and Heo Ju. We talked for a long time. Yun Ja-sin, a councillor, came to console me. Yi Sun-ji, a secretary of the Border Defense Council, came to see me. The councillor left, then came back after supper bringing wine, and Yun Gi-heon arrived too. Yi Ip-bu, who shares my name, the former Bangdap garrison commander, came carrying a jug of wine as well. We drank together until we were drunk, and they comforted me warmly.

The Chief State Councillor Yu Seong-ryong, Jeong Tak of the Privy Council, Minister Sim Hui-su, Second State Councillor Kim Myeong-won, Vice Minister Yi Jeong-hyeong, Inspector-General No Jik, Choe Won and Gwak Yeong all sent people to ask after me.

Day 2

Rain all day. Talked with my nephews. Bang-eop brought in a very generous meal.

Day 3

Clear. Set out early on the road south. The escort from the State Tribunal, Yi Sa-bin, with the clerk Yi Su-yeong and the guard Han Eon-hyang, went ahead to Suwon. I stopped to feed my horse at Indeogwon. After dark I reached Suwon and stayed the night. Sin Bok-ryong happened to arrive, and seeing me on my way, he set out wine to comfort me. The Suwon magistrate, Yu Yeong-geon, came out to see me.

Day 4

Clear. Set out early. When I reached the foot of Dokseong Fortress, the deputy magistrate Jo Bal had prepared wine and put up an awning at the house of Hwang Cheon-sang in Osan, waiting for me. He had come by way of Jinwi. Seeing how heavy my baggage was, Hwang gave me a horse to carry it, and I could not thank him enough. Passing Sutan, I stayed the night at the house of Yi Naeson in Pyeongtaek, who treated me with great kindness.

Day 5

Clear. Took the road at sunrise and went straight to the family graves, where I bowed and wept. Then I went to my nephew Noe’s house and bowed at the ancestral shrine. I heard that my uncle from Namyang had died.

Day 6

Clear. Relatives and friends from near and far all gathered. We talked of the long years apart, and then they left.

Day 7

Clear. The escort officer from the State Tribunal came from Asan town. I went and received him with great courtesy. Inspector Hong, Yi the storehouse officer and Yun Hyo-won came to see me. The escort officer stayed the night at Heung-baek’s house.

Day 8

Clear. Set up a mourning place, wept, and put on mourning for my uncle from Namyang. Later I went to Heung-baek’s house to receive the escort officer.

Day 9

Clear. The people of the village each came with a jug of wine to see me off on my long journey. I could not refuse their kindness, and we parted very drunk. The escort officer could hold his drink and did not lose himself.

Day 10

Clear. After breakfast I went to Heung-baek’s house and talked with the escort officer.

Day 11

Clear. My dreams at dawn were very troubled, and my heart was heavy. Thinking of my sick mother, I wept before I knew it. I sent a servant to find out any news. The escort officer went back to Onyang.

Day 12

Clear. My servant Tae-mun came in from Anheungnyang with a letter: on the 9th, Mother and everyone with her had arrived safely at Anheung. I sent my son Ul ahead to the shore.

Day 13

Clear. After an early meal I went out to meet Mother and set off along the road to the shore. On the way I stopped at Inspector Hong’s house. While we were talking briefly, word came that Ul had sent the servant Ae-su; there was still no news of the boat arriving. I also heard that Hwang Cheon-sang had come to Heung-baek’s house. I said goodbye to Hong and went to Heung-baek’s house.

A little later my servant Sun-hwa came from the boat and told me that Mother had died. I rushed out, beating my chest and stamping my feet. The sky and the sun went dark. I ran at once to Haeam, and the boat was already there. I cannot write down all the grief that tore me apart.

(Written afterward.)

Day 14

Clear. Inspector Hong and Yi the storehouse officer came in, wept, and prepared the coffin. The coffin was one that had been made ready at my naval command and brought here; they said it had no flaw at all.

(Written afterward.)

Day 15

Clear. Late in the day we laid her in the coffin. O Jong-su took charge of the funeral with all his heart; I will never forget it, even if my bones are ground to dust. The Cheonan magistrate came and helped arrange the funeral procession. Mr. Jeon Gyeong-bok worked with all his heart for days on end, making the mourning clothes and the like. How can I say how grieved and grateful I am?

(Written afterward.)

Day 16

Overcast with rain. The boat was towed to Jungbangpo and moored. We placed the coffin on the bier and carried it home. Seeing the village, my heart was torn apart; how can I put it into words? At home we set up the mourning hall. The rain grew very heavy. And I was being pressed to leave for the south. I cried out and wept, cried out and wept. I only wished to die quickly. The Cheonan magistrate went home.

(Written afterward.)

Day 17

Clear. The tribunal clerk Yi Su-yeong arrived from Gongju and urged me to set off.

(Written afterward.)

Day 18

Rain all day. I felt very unwell. I could only weep before the coffin, and then withdrew to the house of my servant Geum-su.

(Written afterward.)

Day 19

Clear. Left early and took the road. I wept and bid farewell at Mother’s mourning altar. In all the world, how can there be anything like what has happened to me? It would have been better to die early.

I went to my nephew Noe’s house and bowed at the ancestral shrine to tell them I was leaving. When I reached Bosanwon, the Cheonan magistrate was already there. I got off my horse by the stream and rested. Han Sul, the Imcheon magistrate, on his way up to the capital, was passing along the road ahead; hearing that I was there, he came, offered his condolences, and left. My sons Hoe and Myeon, my nephews Bong, Hae, Bun and Wan, and Chief Clerk Byeon all followed me as far as Cheonan. Won In-nam also came to see me. We parted, and I mounted my horse. I reached Ilsin Station and stayed the night. In the evening it drizzled.

(Written afterward.)

Day 20

Clear. Had breakfast at Jeongcheon-dong in Gongju. In the evening I reached Iseong and stayed the night; the local magistrate treated me warmly. Kim Deok-jang happened to come by and we met. The provincial inspection officer came to see me.

Day 21

Clear. Set out early and reached Eunwon, where I heard that Kim Ik had happened to arrive. I heard that Im Dal-yeong had gone to Sajinpo to buy grain; his conduct is very strange and crafty. In the evening I stayed at the house of a government servant in Yeosan. Sitting alone in the middle of the night, how can I bear this grief?

Day 22

Clear. At midday I reached the house of a clerk at Samnye Station. In the evening I reached Yi Ui-sin’s house outside the South Gate of Jeonju and stayed the night. The deputy magistrate Park Geun came to see me. The governor of Jeonju also received me generously.

Day 23

Clear. Set out early and had breakfast at Owon Station. After dark I reached Imsil and stayed the night; the magistrate treated me with the usual courtesy. The magistrate is Hong Eon-sun.

Day 24

Clear. Set out early and reached the house of Yi Hui-gyeong’s servant, ten li outside Namwon.

Day 25

It looked very much like rain. After breakfast I took the road and stopped at Park Rong’s house in Unbong. The rain came down so hard I could not put my head outside. There I heard that the Army Commander-in-Chief Gwon Yul had already left for Suncheon. I at once sent someone to the escort officer to keep him where he was. The local magistrate was ill and did not come out.

Day 26

Overcast and did not clear. Ate early and took the road, reaching Son In-pil’s house in Gurye. The magistrate hurried out to see me and treated me with great kindness. The escort officer also came to see me.

Day 27

Clear. Set out early and reached Songwon in Suncheon, where Yi Deuk-jong and Jeong Seon were waiting for me. In the evening I reached Jeong Won-myeong’s house. The Army Commander-in-Chief, knowing I had arrived, sent his staff officer Gwon Seung-gyeong to offer condolences and ask how I was. His words of comfort were very warm.

In the evening the Suncheon magistrate came to see me. Jeong Sa-jun came too, and told me a great deal about Won Gyun’s reckless and perverse conduct.

Day 28

Clear. In the morning the Army Commander-in-Chief again sent his staff officer Seung-gyeong to ask after me. He passed on the message that, since I must be worn out in mourning, I should wait until my strength recovered before coming out. He also said he had heard that my trusted staff officers were at the Naval Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters; if I sent a letter and an official dispatch calling them out, they could come and look after me. A letter and dispatch were drawn up and brought.

Day 29

Clear. Sin, a military officer, and Eung-won came to see me. The Provincial Army Commander was also said to be coming into the town to hear the Army Commander-in-Chief’s counsel.

Day 30

Overcast in the morning, rain in the evening. The Provincial Army Commander Yi Bok-nam came to see me before breakfast and told me a great deal about Won Gyun’s doings. The governor also came to the Army Commander-in-Chief’s quarters and sent a staff officer to ask how I was.


Fifth Month
Year of Jeongyu · 1597

Day 1

Rain on and off. Sin, the military officer, stayed and talked.

Day 2

Cleared late. The Army Commander-in-Chief left for Boseong, and the Provincial Army Commander for his headquarters. The provincial governor, on his way to Damyang, came to see me and then went on. The Suncheon magistrate came to see me. Jin Heung-guk arrived from the Left Naval Command and, shedding tears, told me about Won Gyun. Yi Hyeong-bok and Sin Hong-su came too. My servant Mal-seok from Namwon came from Asan and told me all was well at Mother’s mourning altar. Sitting alone in the empty room, how can I bear this grief?

Day 3

Clear. Yi Gi-nam came to see me.

My son Ul has changed his name to Yeol. The new character is read “yeol” and means the first shoots sprouting and plants and trees growing strong. It is a very beautiful name.

Later, Gang So-jak came to see me and wept. In the late afternoon it drizzled. In the evening the magistrate came to see me.

Day 4

Rain. Today is Mother’s birthday. How can I bear this grief? At cockcrow I got up and sat, and could only weep.

In the afternoon the rain came down hard. Jeong Sa-jun came. Yi Su-won came as well.

Day 5

Clear. In the morning the magistrate came to see me. Later Won Yu-nam, the deputy commander of the Chungcheong Navy, arrived from Hansando. He told me much about Won Gyun’s outrageous behavior, and said that the officers and men in the fleet were turning against him, so that no one could tell what might happen.

Today is the Dano festival. Here I am following the army at the far end of the earth, far from Mother’s mourning altar, and I have not even been able to bury her. What crime, what fault of mine has brought this on me? The pain tears me apart, tears me apart.

Day 6

Clear. Later Yi Gye-myeong, the Neungseong magistrate, came to see me and left. He too is a man called back to office while in mourning. Jeong Won-myeong returned from Hansando, and I heard from him that the Deputy Chief Commissioner had come out to the Left Naval Command but was ill and staying there to recover. Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, sent a letter of condolence.

Day 7

Clear. In the morning Deok-su, a monk from Jeonghyesa Temple, came and offered me a pair of straw sandals. I refused them, but he begged again and again, so I paid him for them and sent him off.

Song Dae-gi and Yu Mong-gil came to see me. The Seosan magistrate also came from Hansando. Yi Won-ryong came back from the naval headquarters.

Day 8

Clear. In the morning the monk Su-in came with Du-u, a monk to cook for me.

Jo Jong, who has changed his name to Jo Yeon, came to see me.

Won Gyun sent a letter of condolence. This was on the orders of the Army Commander-in-Chief.

Day 9

Overcast. In the morning Yi Hyeong-rip came to see me. Gang Seung-hun, a man of Suncheon who had passed the military examination, came to volunteer.

Day 10

Overcast with rain, heavy rain later. My host cooked barley rice and served it to me. The Deputy Chief Commissioner sent a letter of condolence. Song Yeo-jong, the Nokdo fort captain, also sent words of comfort.

Day 11

Clear. Kim Seong, the former Gwangyang magistrate, came to Suncheon as a staff officer of the Chief Commissioner and stopped to see me on the way.

The Deputy Chief Commissioner arrived in the town. Jeong Sa-rip and Yang Jeong-eon came to say that he wished to come and see me, but I was not feeling well and did not meet him.

Day 12

Clear. I sent Yi Won-ryong to pay my respects to the Deputy Chief Commissioner. He in turn sent Kim Deok-rin to ask after me. In the evening I went to the Hyangsadang hall and talked with the Deputy Chief Commissioner into the night. Around midnight I went back to my lodging and slept.

Day 13

Clear. Last night the Deputy Chief Commissioner told me that the Chief Commissioner had written to him, lamenting a great deal over what had happened to me.

The Suncheon magistrate sent me money for the road. I am truly uneasy about it.

Day 14

Clear. In the morning the magistrate came to see me and left. The Deputy Chief Commissioner set off toward Buyu.

Jeong Sa-jun, Jeong Sa-rip and Yang Jeong-eon came and said they had escorted him and come back. After breakfast I took the road and rested my horse at the foot of Songchi Pass. Park Rong of Unbong came to find me. After dark I reached the Chansu River, got off my horse and crossed on foot. When I reached Gurye, the magistrate came at once to see me.

Day 15

Sun and rain by turns. Talked all day with the magistrate.

Day 16

Clear. In the evening the man I had sent to Namwon for news came back and reported that the Chief Commissioner would come to Gurye tomorrow by way of Gokseong, stay a few days, and then go on to Jinju.

Day 17

Clear. The man I had sent to Namwon for news came back and reported that the Army Commander-in-Chief had not taken the Unbong road, but had hurried to Jeonju to receive the Ming general Yang. My plans are thrown into confusion. How frustrating, how frustrating.

Day 18

Clear. A strong east wind. Kim Jong-ryeo came from Namwon to see me. Yi Yeop, a clerk of the Chungcheong naval headquarters, came from Hansando, so I gave him a letter for my family.

Day 19

Clear. Since the Chief Commissioner was coming into the town, I did not feel easy staying inside the walls, and moved out to Jang Se-ho’s house outside the East Gate. The magistrate came to see me. In the evening the Chief Commissioner entered the town.

Day 20

Clear. Kim, a senior officer, came to see me. Hearing that I was staying here, the Chief Commissioner first sent his staff officer Yi Ji-gak, and a little later sent another staff officer with his condolences. He said he had not heard of my mother’s death before and had only now learned of it, and was shocked and grieved. Then he asked whether we might meet in the evening, and I answered that I would come and pay my respects at dusk. At dusk I went in to see him. The Chief Commissioner was waiting for me in plain mourning white. We talked over affairs quietly. As I was leaving, Nam, his aide, sent someone to ask after me.

Day 21

Clear. Yu Hae, the Bakcheon magistrate, has come down from the capital; he says he is going to Hansando to win merit.

Day 22

Clear. Yu of Bakcheon is going to Suncheon and then on to Hansando, so I wrote letters for him to take to the two naval commanders of Jeolla and Gyeongsang, to Garipo, and elsewhere.

Later Kim Gwang-yeop, an aide to the Chief Commissioner, arrived in the town from Jinju. I heard that Bae Baek-gi had arrived. Now I can see him and unburden my heart, which is a great comfort. Bae and the magistrate came to see me.

Day 23

In the morning Jeong Sa-ryong and Yi Sa-sun came to see me. Later Bae went back to Hansando.

The Chief Commissioner sent someone to call me, so I went to see him. We talked quietly. He was deeply angered that the state of affairs had already gone so wrong, and said he only waited for the day of his death. I told him I would be leaving for Chogye tomorrow, and he issued a note granting me two bushels of collected rice, which was sent to my host’s house outside the walls.

Day 24

Clear. In the morning Go Eon-seon of Gwangyang came to see me and told me a great deal about what was happening at Hansando.

The Chief Commissioner sent his staff officer Yi Ji-gak to ask how I was. He also said he wanted a map of the Gyeongsang Right Province coastline but had no way to get one, and asked me to draw one from what I had seen. I could not refuse, so I drew a rough map and sent it.

Day 25

Rain. I meant to set out in the morning, but the rain stopped me.

Day 26

Heavy rain all day. I set out in the rain. Just as I was leaving, Byeon Ik-seong, the Saryang fort captain, arrived and we met briefly. When I reached Seokjugwan Pass the rain was pouring down, and I struggled on, stumbling and falling, to Yi Jeong-ran’s house in Agyang. But the door was shut against me. Kim Deok-rin, younger brother of Kim Deok-ryeong, was living there as a tenant. I had my son Yeol plead hard, and so we got in and stayed the night. All our baggage was soaked.

Day 27

Half cloudy, half clear. Left late and reached Choe Chun-ryong’s house at Duchi. Yu Gi-ryong came to see me.

Day 28

Overcast but no rain. Left late and reached Hadong. The magistrate was delighted to see me, welcomed me into a guest house inside the walls, and showed me every kindness.

Day 29

Overcast. I felt very unwell, so I stayed to rest and recover. The magistrate talked a great deal about what was on his mind.


Sixth Month
Year of Jeongyu · 1597

Day 1

Rain on and off. Set out early and rested my horse at Cheongsu Station. After dark I stopped at the house of a farm servant of Park Ho-won in the Danseong district. The host welcomed me gladly, but the room was poor and I got through the night with difficulty.

Day 2

Rain and sun by turns. Set out early and had breakfast at Dangye. Late in the day I reached Samga, but the magistrate had already gone to the mountain fortress. I slept in the empty government guest house.

Day 3

Rain on and off. I could not set out, so I stayed where I was.

Day 4

Clear. Set out early. As I was leaving, the magistrate sent a letter asking after me, along with money for the road. I rested my horse in the Hapcheon district. Five li further on the road forked: one way led straight into the town, the other toward Chogye. So I did not cross the river, and after barely ten li I could see the Army Commander-in-Chief’s camp. I put up at the house where Mun Bo is staying.

On the way over Gaehyeon Pass, strange rocks towered a thousand feet, the river wound deep below, the path was steep and the plank walkways perilous. If this pass were held, ten thousand men could hardly get through.

Day 5

Clear. In the morning the Chogye magistrate came hurrying over, and I called him in at once and talked with him. After the meal Yi Deok-pil, the Commander-in-Chief’s chief of staff, also hurried over and we talked of old times. A little later Sim Jun came to see me. In the evening Yi Seung-seo came and told me how the guards and ambush troops had run off and hidden.

Day 6

Clear. Yun Gam and Mun Ik-sin, neighbors of my host at Moyeogok, came to see me. My host’s house belonged to a widow, so I moved at once to another house.

Day 7

Clear. Park Eung-sa, Yu Hong and other staff officers of the Army Commander-in-Chief came to see me. Hwang Yeo-il, the Commander-in-Chief’s aide, sent someone to ask after me, so I at once sent back my thanks.

Day 8

Clear. In the afternoon the Army Commander-in-Chief arrived at the camp. I went at once to see him, and we talked for a long while. He showed me a draft of a memorial to the King by Park Seong, which set out at length how careless the Commander-in-Chief had been in his conduct of affairs. He said that, feeling uneasy about it, he had written to the Chief Commissioner. I came back after dark, feeling unwell, and could not eat supper.

Day 9

Overcast with rain. Later I sent Jeong Sang-myeong to the Army Commander-in-Chief’s quarters to pay my respects.

Day 10

Clear. The Army Commander-in-Chief’s aide sent Hong Yeon-hae of Samcheok to ask after me and to say he would come to see me later in the day. Yeon-hae is a nephew of Hong Gyeon. Seo Cheol, my boyhood friend from the days when we rode bamboo horses together, lives in the Hapcheon district; hearing that I had come, he too came to see me.

In the evening the aide Hwang Yeo-il came to see me. He spoke of how no proper defenses had been built at the mountain fortress, and of how careless and hollow the present preparations for war were.

Day 11

Clear. Li Wenqing, an envoy from the headquarters of the Ming Military Commissioner, came to see me. I gave him a fan and saw him off.

Last evening, while I was talking with the aide, a servant of Byeon Heung-baek came with a letter from home. I learned that all was well at Mother’s mourning altar. How can I speak of the ache in my heart? But Heung-baek had come all this way to see me and, I hear, has gone back to Cheongdo for nothing. What a pity, what a pity. I wrote a letter and sent it to him.

My son Yeol was badly ill with cholera-like vomiting and groaned all night.

Day 12

Clear. I sent my servants Gyeong and In to the fleet at Hansando, with letters to the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, the Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, the Gyeongsang naval commander, the commanders at Gari, Nokdo, Yeodo and Sado, Bae, Defense Commander Kim, and the commanders of Geoje, Yeongdeung, Namhae, Hadong and Suncheon.

Later the monk-general Cheo-yeong came to see me and presented a round fan and straw sandals, so I gave him things in return and sent him off.

At midday I heard that the chief of staff was leading troops out against the enemy, but did not know what it was about. I went to see the Army Commander-in-Chief, who told me the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander had sent an urgent report: the enemy at Busan were about to move against Changwon and nearby places, and the enemy at Seosaeng had shifted their camp to Gyeongju. Ambush troops were being sent to block them up close and make a show of strength.

Day 13

Clear. Kim Ja-heon, deputy to the Provincial Army Commander, came to see me, and we talked for a long while.

Day 14

Overcast but no rain. Early in the morning Yi Hui-nam came in. Mother’s mourning altar at Asan and everyone in the household are well. How can I speak of my aching longing? After breakfast Hui-nam took a letter to the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander.

Day 15

Clear. Today is the full moon, but since I am with the army I could not set up a mourning place and weep. How can I put my longing into words? The Commander-in-Chief’s aide Hwang Yeo-il sent a staff officer to tell me that the Commander-in-Chief was going to the mountain fortress. I followed and got as far as the big stream, but worried that it might cause talk. So I sat down by the stream, sent Jeong Sang-myeong to excuse me on account of illness, and came back.

Day 16

Clear. I called Yeol and Yi Won-ryong to bind a book, and wrote out the Byeon family genealogy.

Yi Hui-nam sent a letter saying the Provincial Army Commander would not let him go.

Yeol went with Jeong Sang-myeong to the big stream, washed the warhorses, and came back. Byeon Gwang-jo came to see me.

Day 17

Overcast but no rain. After breakfast I went to the Army Commander-in-Chief, who spoke at length about Won Gyun’s dishonesty. He also showed me a dispatch from the Border Defense Council, approved by the King. It said that Won Gyun’s report to the King proposed that the army and navy advance together, first striking the enemy at Angolpo, and only then should the fleet move on Busan and the rest, and it asked whether the enemy at Angolpo could not be attacked first. The Commander-in-Chief’s own report to the King said: “The Naval Commander-in-Chief Won Gyun does not want to advance, and uses attacking Angolpo first as his excuse. Many of the naval commanders are disaffected, yet Won Gyun stays shut inside and never comes out, and does not plan anything with his commanders at all. Clearly he will ruin everything.”

I asked the Commander-in-Chief to send official orders calling in Yi Hui-nam, Byeon Jon-seo and Yun Seon-gak. While there I met his aide Hwang and talked with him a long while. Back at my lodging, I sent Hui-nam’s servant to the Uiryeong mountain fortress, and sent the dispatch to Cheongdo by express courier.

Day 18

Overcast but no rain. The aide Hwang sent his servant to ask after me. A Chinese man, Ye Sheng, came from Chogye to talk. He said that another Chinese, Zhu Yanlong, who had been taken prisoner to Japan long ago and had only just escaped, reported that a hundred thousand enemy troops had already reached Satsuma or Tsushima. Konishi Yukinaga intends to go by way of Uiryeong and strike straight into Jeolla, while Kato Kiyomasa means to move to Gyeongju, Daegu and nearby places and then on to Andong.

In the evening word came that the Army Commander-in-Chief was going to Sacheon, so I at once sent Jeong, the officer of the Royal Stables, to ask about it. He was going, I was told, on naval business.

Day 19

At dawn I went to the Army Commander-in-Chief’s camp. He was sitting outside with his aide Hwang. Speaking of Won Gyun, he said to me: “The Naval Commander-in-Chief’s conduct is beyond words. He says the fleet will advance only after Angolpo and Gadeok have been wiped out. What can he be thinking? It is nothing but an excuse to put off advancing. So I am going to Sacheon to press him.” I looked at the royal order, and it said the enemy at Angolpo should not be attacked rashly.

At midday Byeon Deok-gi, Byeon Deok-jang, a clerk of the Right Naval Command, Byeon Gyeong-wan, a retired clerk, and Byeon Gyeong-nam, eighteen years old, came to see me. Yi Il-jang, a licentiate and son of the licentiate Yi Sin-gil, also came.

Day 20

Rain all day. Seo Cheol, Yun Gam, Mun Ik-sin, Mun Bo and Byeon Yu came to see me.

Day 21

Rain and sun by turns. Bae Jin-gyeong, the Yeongdeok magistrate, came to see me and told me much about affairs in the Gyeongsang Left Province. The aide Hwang sent someone to ask after me.

In the evening Byeon Jon-seo and Yun Seon-gak came in, and we talked through the night.

Day 22

Sun and rain by turns. In the morning the Chogye magistrate brought a bean-curd soup and pressed me to eat, but he had a very haughty air about him.

Later Yi Hui-nam came in. Yi Seon-son came to see me.

Day 23

Rain. In the morning the fire arrows were reforged.

Later the Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander sent a letter along with a long and a short sword. Na Jae-heung, son of Na Goeng, came with a letter from his father, and brought money for the road too, poor as they are. I am truly uneasy about it. Yi Bang came to see me; he is the second son of Yi Mong-seo of Asan.

Day 24

Thick fog all around at dawn. To plough and sow a radish field I appointed Yi Won-ryong, Yi Hui-nam, Jeong Sang-myeong and Mun Rim-su as overseers and sent them off.

An Geuk-ga, a licentiate, came to see me and we talked about the state of affairs. The Hapcheon magistrate sent Jo Eon-hyeong to ask after me.

Day 25

Clear. Had the radishes sown again. The aide Hwang came to see me and we discussed military matters.

In the evening my servant Gyeong came back from Hansando. I heard that An Hong-guk, the Boseong magistrate, had been shot and killed. I am shocked and grieved beyond words. Without catching a single enemy, we have already lost two commanders. How bitterly lamentable. The Army Commander-in-Chief is said to be returning to camp today or tomorrow.

Day 26

Clear. The chief of staff Yi Deok-pil, with Byeon Hong-dal, Sim Jun and others, came to see me. My servant Pyeong-se came in from Asan: all is well at Mother’s mourning altar, and I had good news of everyone in each household. The burial date was to be chosen between the 27th of the seventh month and the 4th of the eighth month. My longing is boundless; how can I speak of this grief?

The Gyeongsang Right Provincial Army Commander reported to the Chief Commissioner that Yi Bang of Asan and Yi Hui-nam of Cheongju were shirking ambush duty and hiding beside the Army Commander-in-Chief’s camp. The Chief Commissioner passed this on to the Army Commander-in-Chief, who was furious and sent back an official reply. I cannot understand what the Provincial Army Commander, Kim Eung-seo, means by this.

Day 27

Clear. Eo Eung-rin and Park Jin-cham came to see me. Yi Hui-nam and Yi Bang went to where the Chief Commissioner’s party had stopped.

Day 28

Clear. Jo Sin-ok and Hong Dae-bang, special officers living in Baecheon in Hwanghae Province, came to see me.

A note from a Chogye clerk said the Army Commander-in-Chief would go to Namwon tomorrow.

Day 29

Clear. Yi Hui-nam, Yi Bang and the others came back. Yi, the chief of staff, came and told me that the Ming envoy Shen Weijing had been arrested: General Yang had come to Samga, had him bound, and sent him away.

Day 30

Clear. Sin Yeo-ryang, Sin Je-un and others from Heungyang came to see me.
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Day 1

Rain at dawn, clearing late. Today is the state memorial day for King Injong, yet I hear that Aide Hwang sat listening to a flute by the big stream. Astonishing.

Day 2

Clear.

Day 3

Clear. Three soldiers from Jeongeup, Yi Ryang, Choe Eon-hwan and Geon-son, were sent to me to run errands.

O Un, the Hapcheon magistrate, came to see me and talked at length about the mountain fortress.

In the afternoon I went to the Commander-in-Chief’s camp. A staff officer of the Left Provincial Army Commander had brought in two Japanese who had surrendered. They were said to be men of Kato Kiyomasa.

Day 4

Clear. Aide Hwang sent Jeong In-seo to ask after me. Yi Bang and Yu Hwang came back from recruiting troops.

Day 5

Rain. Byeon Jon-seo went to Maheulbang.

Day 6

Clear. Byeon Jon-seo came back from Maheulbang. The An Gak brothers came along with him as well.

Day 7

Clear. Kim Jeon, the Uiryeong magistrate, came from Goryeong and said a great deal about how muddled the Provincial Army Commander’s handling of affairs has been.

Day 8

Clear. My landlord Yi Eo-hae and Choe Tae-bo came to see me.

Day 9

Clear. Tomorrow I am to send my son Yeol back to Asan. Thinking of Mother, I wept bitterly and could not sleep all night.

Day 10

Clear. Because Yeol and Byeon Jon-seo were leaving, I sat up waiting for the dawn. I could not hold back my feelings, and I wept aloud as I sent them off.

Aide Hwang came and talked for a long while. In the evening I sat alone in the empty hall, and my heart was very heavy. I could not sleep far into the night.

Day 11

Clear. Byeon Hong-dal and Im Jung-hyeong came to see me.

Day 12

Bang Eung-won, Hyeon Eung-jin, Hong U-gong, Im Yeong-rip and others arrived from Pak Myeong-hyeon’s quarters.

Day 13

Clear. The Namhae magistrate sent a letter along with a good deal of food. He also said he would take back the warhorse. Later Yi Tae-su, Jo Sin-ok and Hong Dae-bang came and talked about fighting the enemy.

Day 14

Clear. Sent Jeong Sang-myeong to Namhae about bringing the warhorse. Talked with Bang Eung-won, Yun Seon-gak, Hyeon Eung-jin, Hong U-gong and others. U-gong does not want to join the army and pleads a bad arm. Astonishing.

Aide Hwang sent Jeong In-seo to ask after me, and also showed me a report from Kim Eok of Gimhae, a man who had gone over to the enemy. It said that on the 7th more than five hundred Japanese ships came out to Busan, and on the 9th a thousand Japanese ships joined forces and fought our navy in the waters off Jeolyeongdo. Our warships drifted to Dumopo, and seven of them are missing. When I heard this I could not bear my anger and grief, and I rode at once to Aide Hwang’s quarters to discuss it.

Day 15

Rain and sun by turns. Yi Deok-pil, the commander of the center division, came, and from him I heard that more than twenty of our navy’s ships had been defeated by the enemy. Bitter, bitter grief and rage.

Day 16

In the evening Se-nam, a private slave from Songjin-myeon in Yeongam, arrived from Seosaengpo stripped naked. I asked what had happened. He said that on the 5th of the seventh month he reached Chilcheonnyang as an oarsman on the ship of the deputy commander. On the 6th they entered Okpo. On the 7th, before dawn, they passed Malgot and reached Dadaepo, where eight Japanese ships lay at anchor. Our ships charged straight at them, and every last Japanese fled ashore, leaving the empty ships tied up. Our navy towed them out and set them on fire. Then they headed for the open sea beyond Jeolyeongdo off Busan, and met enemy ships, more than a thousand of them, crossing over from Tsushima. When our ships moved to engage, the Japanese ships scattered and slipped away, so in the end they could not be caught. Se-nam’s ship and six others could no longer be controlled and drifted into the waters off Seosaengpo. As the men went ashore, nearly all were killed. Se-nam alone got into the woods, crawled away on his knees and survived, and made his way here with great difficulty.

Hearing this, I was deeply shaken. All our country relies on is the navy. If the navy is like this, there is nothing left to hope for. I also heard that the ship captain Yi Yeop was taken and bound by the enemy. All the more bitter.

Day 17

Rain. Sent Yi Hui-nam to Aide Hwang’s quarters to pass on what Se-nam had said.

Day 18

Clear. At dawn Yi Deok-pil and Byeon Hong-dal came with the news: at dawn on the 16th our navy was crushed. Won Gyun, the Naval Commander-in-Chief, Yi Eok-gi, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, Choe Ho, Commander of the Chungcheong Navy, and many other commanders had fallen. I could not stop weeping aloud.

Before long the Commander-in-Chief arrived and said, ‘Things have come to this. Nothing can be done.’ We talked until mid-morning but could settle on no plan. I told him I would go to the coast myself, see and hear what I could, and decide from there. He was glad of it. I set out with Song Dae-rip, Yu Hwang, Yun Seon-gak, Bang Eung-won, Hyeon Eung-jin, Im Yeong-rip, Yi Won-ryong, Yi Hui-nam and Hong U-gong. When we reached Samga County, the newly arrived magistrate came out to meet us. Han Chi-gyeom came too.

Day 19

Rain without stopping. Climbed the Dongsan mountain fortress at Danseong and looked over the lay of the land. It is extremely steep; the enemy could never get near it. Stayed the night at Danseong.

Day 20

Rain all day. The magistrate came to see me. At midday I reached the riverside pavilion below Jeonggaesan Fortress in Jinju, and the Jinju magistrate came to see me. Stayed the night at Yi Hui-man’s house in Guldong.

Day 21

Clear. Left early and reached Gonyang County, where the magistrate Yi Cheon-chu was in residence. Most of the people were hard at their farming, some bringing in the early grain, some working the barley fields. In the afternoon I reached Noryang. An Wi, the Geoje magistrate, Jo Gye-jong of Yeongdeung and a dozen or so others came and wept aloud. Among the soldiers and people who had fled there, there was no one who was not wailing. The Gyeongsang naval commander had run off and was nowhere to be seen. The deputy commander Yi Ui-deuk came to see me. I asked how the defeat had come about. Everyone wept and said it was because the commanding general had fled first at the sight of the enemy.

Stayed the night aboard the Geoje ship and talked with the magistrate until the fourth watch. I never closed my eyes, and my eyes became inflamed from it.

Day 22

Clear. In the morning Bae Seol came to see me and said a great deal about how Won Gyun had been defeated and destroyed. Late in the day I went to where the Namhae magistrate Pak Dae-nam was staying. He was so ill he seemed almost past saving. In the afternoon I reached Gonyang and stayed the night, feeling unwell.

Day 23

Rain and sun by turns. Drew up a dispatch and gave it to Song Dae-rip to carry ahead to the Commander-in-Chief’s headquarters. Then I set out and reached the Fifteen-li Inn, where I got off my horse and rested a little. Reached my earlier lodging at Guldong in Jinju and stayed there. Bae Baek-gi came as well.

Day 24

Rain without stopping. Han Chi-gyeom and Yi An-in went back to the Deputy Chief Commissioner’s quarters. After the meal I moved my lodging to Yi Hong-hun’s house. Bang Eung-won came from Jeonggae Fortress with word that Aide Hwang had reached the mountain fortress. Bae Gyeong-nam, the Assistant Defense Commander, came to see me.

Day 25

Clear. Aide Hwang sent a letter asking after me. Bae Su-rip and Yi Hong-hun, my host here, came to see me. Pak, the Namhae magistrate, sent word that he would come tomorrow.

Day 26

Rain and sun by turns. Went to the pine pavilion below Jeonggae Fortress and talked with Aide Hwang and the Jinju magistrate. Came back to my lodging late in the day.

Day 27

Rain all day. Moved my quarters to Son Gyeong-rye’s house across from Jeonggae Fortress.

Day 28

Rain without stopping. Yi Hui-ryang came to see me. In the first watch of the night Yi Cheon, the Vice-Minister, came with the Jinju magistrate and Yi Si-gyeong, the post-station master of Sochon, and we discussed how to respond to the situation.

Day 29

Rain and sun by turns. Went out to the stream bank, mustered the men and had them ride. The men the Commander-in-Chief had sent all lacked horses, and had no bows or arrows either. Useless. Lamentable, lamentable. Pak, the Namhae magistrate, came to see me.
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Day 1

Heavy rain; the streams rose. Yi Si-gyeong, the post-station master, came to see me.

Day 2

Cleared for a while.

Day 3

Clear. Early in the morning the royal messenger Yang Ho arrived bearing a royal letter of instruction. It was the King’s order appointing me Naval Commander-in-Chief of the three provinces. I bowed in homage, then wrote and sealed a report that I had received it with reverence.

I set out that same day, heading straight along the Duchi road. In the first watch of the night I reached Haengbo Station and rested the horses. In the third watch I took to the road again, and by the time I reached Duchi the day was about to break. Pak Dae-nam, the Namhae magistrate, lost his way and wandered off to the riverside pavilion, so I got down from my horse and sent for him. At Ssanggyedong the rocks were jagged and tumbled, and the streams were swollen with the new rain, so we crossed only with great difficulty. At Seokjugwan Pass, Yi Won-chun and Yu Hae were holding an ambush there. They saw me and spoke at length about fighting the enemy.

At dusk I reached Gurye County. The whole district was silent and deserted. I stayed at the house outside the north gate where I had lodged before, but they said the owner had already fled into the mountain valleys. Son In-pil and Son Eung-nam came at once to see me and brought early persimmons.

Day 4

Clear. Reached Amnokgang Inn and fed the horses. The Gosan magistrate came to hand over some troops and talked at length about the navy. At midday I reached Gokseong. The government buildings and the village houses were all empty. Stayed the night in that county. Pak, the Namhae magistrate, went straight on to Namwon.

Day 5

Clear. At the border of Okgwa the roads were full of refugees. I got down, sat with them and spoke words of reassurance. On my way into the county seat I met Yi Gi-nam and his son. When I arrived, Jeong Sa-jun and Jeong Sa-rip came out to meet me. The county magistrate pleaded illness and would not come out, but when I made to have him dragged out and punished, he came to see me.

Day 6

Clear. Stayed at Okgwa. In the first watch of the night Song Dae-rip came back from scouting the enemy.

Day 7

Clear. Left early and went straight toward Suncheon. On the road I met the royal messenger Won Jip and received a royal order. The Provincial Army Commander’s troops had all broken and were streaming back, one after another along the road, so I took three horses and some bows and arrows from them. Stayed the night at the riverside pavilion in Gokseong.

Day 8

Left at dawn and had breakfast at Buyu Granary. Yi Bok-nam, the Provincial Army Commander, had already ordered it burned, and nothing but ashes remained. A wretched sight. Gu Deok-ryeong, the Gwangyang magistrate, and Won Jong-ui, the deputy magistrate of Naju, had been at the granary, but when they heard I was coming they hurried off to Guchi. I sent them an order at once, and they both came to see me. I rebuked them for running away.

When I reached Suncheon there was not a soul inside or outside the walls. The monk Hye-hui came to see me, so I gave him a commission as a leader of volunteer troops. The government buildings, the granary stores and the weapons were all still there as before. The Provincial Army Commander had simply run off without dealing with any of it. Lamentable. I had the guns and the like moved and buried, and the staff officers shared out the long arrows and short arrows to carry. Stayed the night there.

Day 9

Clear. Left early and reached Nagan. Many people came out five li, about two kilometers, from the town to greet me. I asked why everyone had scattered and fled. They all said that the Provincial Army Commander, frightened at the enemy’s approach, had set fire to the storehouses and withdrawn, and that was why the people had broken and scattered. When I reached the county seat, the government buildings and the granary had all been burned. Every official and villager came to see me in tears.

In the afternoon I took to the road again. After about ten li the village elders were lined up along the roadside, pressing jars of drink on me. When I would not accept, they wept and insisted.

In the evening I reached Joyang Granary in Boseong. There was not a single person there, but the granary was still sealed as before. I set four staff officers to guard it, and I stayed at Kim An-do’s house. The owner had already fled.

Day 10

Clear. I felt very unwell, so I stayed on at An-do’s house. Bae, the Vice-Minister, stayed with me.

Day 11

Clear. In the morning I moved to Yang San-won’s house. Song Hui-rip and Choe Dae-seong came to see me.

Day 12

Clear. Drafted a report to the King, so I stayed on.

The Geoje magistrate and the Balpo fort captain came to take my orders. From them I heard how cowardly Bae Seol has been. It only deepens my dismay.

Day 13

Clear. The Geoje magistrate and the Balpo fort captain went back. My deputy commander Yi Mong-gu came in answer to my order, but he had not brought away a single weapon from the home base, so I gave him eighty strokes of the rod and sent him off.

Sin Jin, the Hadong magistrate, came and reported that after I left on the 3rd, Jeonggae Fortress and Byeokgyeon Mountain Fortress in Jinju had both broken up and their men scattered of their own accord. Bitter news.

Day 14

In the morning I checked and sealed seven reports on various matters and had Yun Seon-gak carry them. In the afternoon I went to Boseong to meet the royal inspector, and stayed the night at Yeolseonru Pavilion.

Day 15

Rain without stopping, clearing late. I went out and attended to business up in Yeolseonru Pavilion. The royal messenger Pak Cheon-bong came with a royal order, and I at once wrote a report of its reverent receipt. Inspected the weapons at Boseong and had them loaded onto four pack horses.

Day 16

Clear. In the morning I had the Boseong magistrate and some staff officers go to Gulam to hunt down the officials who had fled. I sent a man to Pak Sa-myeong’s house, but he reported that the house was already empty. Kim Hui-bang and Kim Bung-man came.

Day 17

Clear. After breakfast I reached Baeksajeong in Jangheung and fed the horses. When I reached Gunyeonggumi, the whole district had already become a land without people.

Day 18

Clear. Went to Hoeryeongpo. The naval commander Bae Seol claimed to be seasick and did not come out to meet me. Stayed the night in the government lodge.

Day 19

Clear. The commanders all bowed before the King’s letter of appointment, but Bae Seol would not receive it with due reverence. His insolence is beyond words. I had his headquarters clerk flogged.

Day 20

Clear. The harbor here was too cramped, so I moved the fleet to Ijin.

Day 21

Clear. At dawn I was struck by a severe attack of cholera-like sickness, vomiting and purging, and lost consciousness. I sat up through the night until dawn.

Day 22

Clear. The sickness grew steadily worse. I could not get up or move.

Day 23

Clear. My illness was extremely serious, and staying aboard ship was too hard, so I left the ship and spent the night ashore.

Day 24

Clear. Early in the morning I reached Dogwae and had breakfast. When we reached the waters off Eoran, every place was already deserted. Spent the night out on the water.

Day 25

Clear. Some fishermen from Dangpo stole cattle and led them off, crying out falsely that the enemy was coming. I knew at once it was a lie. I had the two men who raised the false alarm seized and beheaded on the spot. The whole fleet settled down.

Day 26

Clear. Im Jun-yeong came galloping in on horseback and reported that enemy troops had reached Ijin.

The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, Kim Eok-chu, arrived.

Day 27

Clear. Bae Seol came to see me. He looked badly frightened. I said to him, ‘Is the naval commander thinking of running off somewhere?’

Day 28

Clear. Eight enemy ships came in without warning. The ships of our fleet were seized with fear, and the Gyeongsang naval commander wanted to pull back and flee. I did not budge. I signaled with the horn and the flags to give chase, and the enemy ships withdrew. We pursued them as far as Galdu and came back. In the evening I moved the fleet to Jangdo.

Day 29

Clear. Reached Byeokpajin.

Day 30

Clear. Kept the fleet at Byeokpajin.
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Day 1

Clear.

Day 2

Clear. At dawn today Bae Seol deserted and fled.

Day 3

Rain.

Day 4

A strong north wind. The ships barely came through intact.

Day 5

A strong north wind.

Day 6

The wind dropped for a while, but the sea was still rough.

Day 7

The wind finally died down. Im Jung-hyeong, the staff officer on lookout, came and reported that of fifty-five enemy ships, thirteen had already reached the waters off Eoran, and that they meant to attack our navy. So I gave strict orders to every ship.

In the late afternoon thirteen enemy ships came straight at us. Our ships weighed anchor and went out to meet them, and the enemy turned about and fled. We chased them far out to sea, but wind and tide were both against us and we could make no headway, so we came back to Byeokpajin.

That night I suspected the enemy would try a night attack, so I had every ship ready and waiting. In the second watch the enemy ships came in firing their guns. Some of our ships seemed to lose their nerve, so I repeated my orders more sternly still. My own ship turned straight on the enemy and fired. Seeing that they could not break through, the enemy withdrew in the third watch.

Day 8

Clear. The enemy ships did not come. I called the commanders together to discuss our plans. Kim Eok-chu, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, is barely fit to be a fort captain. He cannot be trusted with a naval command. Kim Eung-nam, the Second State Councillor, had him appointed out of personal favor and sent him here. Lamentable.

Day 9

Clear. Today was the Double Ninth festival. While I was feasting the officers and men, two enemy ships slipped straight into Gambodo to count how many ships we had. Jo Gye-jong, the Yeongdeung fort captain, chased them hard but could not catch them.

Day 10

Clear. The enemy have fled far off.

Day 11

Overcast, then rain. I sat alone on the ship, full of longing, and tears ran down my face. My son Hoe understood how I felt and was deeply troubled.

Day 12

Rain without stopping.

Day 13

Clear. A strong north wind.

Day 14

Clear. Im Jun-yeong, who had been scouting on land, came galloping back and reported that of more than two hundred enemy ships, fifty-five had already entered the waters off Eoran.

He also passed on what Jung-geol, a captive who had escaped and come back, had told him. On the 6th of this month Jung-geol had been taking refuge from the war on Dalmasan when the Japanese captured him, tied him up and put him aboard a Japanese ship. A man from Gimhae, whose name he did not know, begged the Japanese commander to have him untied. That night the Gimhae man put his mouth to his ear and whispered, ‘Ten or so Korean warships chased our ships, shooting men dead and burning ships. We must have our revenge. We will gather all our ships, wipe out their navy, and then sail straight up the river to the capital.’

This cannot all be believed, but it is not without some likelihood. So I sent a dispatch boat to Usuyeong to warn the refugees and tell them to move north at once.

Day 15

Clear. With so few ships, we could not fight with the Myeongnyang strait at our backs, so I moved the fleet to the waters off Usuyeong.

I gathered the commanders and gave them my orders: ‘The art of war says, “Those who are ready to die will live; those who cling to life will die.” It also says, “One man holding a narrow pass can strike fear into a thousand.” That is our situation today. All of you, commanders, put any thought of living out of your minds. If anyone disobeys orders in the least, he will be dealt with under military law at once.’ I impressed this on them again and again.

That night a divine being came to me in a dream and said, ‘Do it this way and you will win a great victory. Do it that way and you will be defeated.’

Day 16

Clear. Early in the morning the lookouts reported that enemy ships beyond counting were heading straight for us. I at once ordered all ships to weigh anchor and put out to sea. One hundred and thirty-three enemy ships closed around us. Our commanders, judging themselves hopelessly outnumbered, were already thinking of how to slip away. Kim Eok-chu, Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy, had drawn back far off into the distance.

I urged the oarsmen on and broke forward, firing every kind of gun, Jija and Hyeonja cannons among them, which went off like wind and thunder. My staff officers stood packed together on deck and shot arrows like rain. The enemy could not stand against us. They would close in, then fall back. But they surrounded us several rings deep, and there was no telling how it would end. The men on my ship looked at one another, their faces drained of color. I spoke to them calmly: ‘Even if the enemy has a thousand ships, they cannot match ours. Do not waver in the slightest. Shoot at the enemy with all your strength.’

When I looked around, the other commanders’ ships had pulled back far out to sea and were only watching, not coming forward. I wanted to turn my ship, go straight to the ship of Kim Eung-ham, commander of the center division, behead him first and display his head. But if my ship turned back, I feared the others would drift farther and farther away while the enemy ships closed in, and everything would collapse. So I had the horn blown, raised the flag that summons the center division, and raised the beckoning flag as well. Then the ship of Kim Eung-ham, garrison commander of Mijohang and commander of the center division, gradually drew near mine.

The ship of An Wi, the Geoje magistrate, arrived first. I stood on deck and called to him myself: ‘An Wi, do you want to die by military law? Do you want to die by military law? Where do you think you can run to save your life?’ An Wi, in a panic, charged straight into the midst of the enemy ships. I also called to Kim Eung-ham: ‘You are commander of the center division, yet you kept far away and did not come to the aid of your general. How can you escape punishment?’ I wanted to execute him on the spot, but the enemy was pressing hard again, so for now I let him earn his pardon in battle.

As the two ships drove straight in and engaged, an enemy commander sent three ships under his command, and they swarmed all at once onto An Wi’s ship like ants, men scrambling over one another to climb aboard. An Wi and the men on his ship fought like men with nothing to lose, striking in every direction, until they were almost spent. I turned my ship and drove straight in, shooting arrows like rain, and the three enemy ships were wiped out, every man of them. The ships of Song Yeo-jong, the Nokdo fort captain, and Jeong Eung-du, acting commander of Pyeongsanpo, came up one after the other, and together we shot down the enemy.

Junsa, a Japanese who had surrendered to us from the enemy camp at Angolpo, was aboard my ship. He looked down into the water and said, ‘That one in the red brocade robe with the painted pattern is Madashi, the enemy commander from the Angolpo camp.’ I had Kim Seok-son haul him up onto the bow with a hook. Junsa leapt about and cried, ‘That is Madashi!’ So I had him cut to pieces at once, and the enemy’s spirit was badly shaken.

All our ships then beat their drums, roared, and advanced together, each firing its Jija and Hyeonja cannons and shooting arrows like rain, until the noise shook the rivers and hills. Thirty enemy ships were rammed and smashed. The enemy ships fell back and fled, and never again dared come near our fleet. This was truly the grace of Heaven.

The currents here are extremely treacherous, and our position was isolated and dangerous, so I moved the fleet to Dangsado.

Day 17

Clear. When we reached Oedo, no fewer than three hundred refugee boats had arrived ahead of us. Hearing that our navy had won a great victory, they crowded in to congratulate us, and brought out grain by the peck and the bushel to give to the troops. Im Seon, Im Hwan, Im Eop and others, licentiates from Naju, came to see me.

Day 18

Clear. Stayed aboard my ship at Oedo. Kim Tak, the Suncheon pasture superintendent, and Gye-saeng, a slave of the naval command, were hit by bullets and killed. Pak Yeong-nam and Bong-hak, and Yi Geuk-sin, the Gangjin magistrate, were also hit, but not seriously wounded.

Day 19

Set sail early in the morning. The wind was gentle and the tide in our favor, and we crossed the Chilsan Sea without trouble. In the evening we reached Beopseongpo. The vile enemy had come there overland, and houses everywhere had been burned and plundered. At sunset we reached the waters off Hongnong, anchored, and stayed the night.

Day 20

Clear. Set sail at dawn and went straight to Wido. Many refugee boats were anchored there. Yi Gwang-chuk and his son Yi Ji-hwa came to see me.

Day 21

Clear. Set out early and reached Gogunsando. I heard that the Governor of Jeolla, learning I had arrived, had taken a boat and was hurrying toward Okgu.

Day 22

Clear. A strong north wind, so we stayed put.

Bae Eung-gyeong, the Naju magistrate, and Yi Ram, the Mujang magistrate, came to see me.

Day 23

Clear. Revised the draft of my victory report to the King. Jeong Hui-yeol came to see me.

Day 24

Clear. I felt unwell and lay groaning. Kim Hong-won came to see me.

Day 25

Clear. I felt very unwell. Cold sweats soaked my whole body.

Day 26

Clear. I felt unwell and did not go out all day.

Day 27

Clear. Song Han, Kim Guk, Bae Se-chun and others set off by sea for the capital, carrying my victory report to the King.

Day 28

Clear. Song Han was turned back by the wind and returned.

Day 29

Clear. The report went north again, this time with Jeong Je.


Tenth Month
Year of Jeongyu · 1597

Day 1

Clear. A courier from the Ministry of War came down with a dispatch. He told me that my home village of Asan had been burned and ravaged by the enemy.

Day 2

Clear. My son Hoe boarded a ship and went north. I do not know whether he got there safely, and what I feel cannot be put into words.

Day 3

Clear. Set sail at dawn and came back to Beopseongpo.

Day 4

Clear. Stayed where we were for the night.

Day 5

Clear. Stayed on and spent the night at a house in the lower village.

Day 6

Overcast. A light fall of rain and snow.

Day 7

The wind was against us. Rain on and off. I heard that there is not a single enemy ship anywhere in the waters in and around Jeolla.

Day 8

Clear. Set sail and reached Oedo.

Day 9

Clear. Left early and reached Usuyeong. Inside and outside the walls there was not one house left standing and no trace of a living soul. It was a wretched sight. I heard that the savage enemy has set up camp at Haenam.

In the early evening Kim Jong-ryeo, Jeong Jo, Baek Jin-nam and others came to see me.

Day 10

Scattered rain and a strong north wind. Around ten at night Kim Eung-ham, commander of the center division, came and reported that the enemy at Haenam seemed to be pulling back in large numbers.

I felt unwell and spent the night sitting up and lying down by turns until dawn.

Yi Jeong-chung, deputy commander of the Right Navy, did not come to his ship. He had run off to Oedo.

Day 11

Clear. In the small hours the wind seemed to die down, so we weighed anchor and went out into open water. I sent the scouts Yi Sun, Park Dam-dong, Park Su-hwan and Tae Gwi-saeng to Haenam. They say smoke over Haenam fills the sky. The enemy must be setting fires as they flee.

At midday we reached Bareumdo. The wind was good and the day mild. I went ashore and climbed to the top of the peak to look carefully for a place to hide the ships. To the east an island in front blocks the distant view. To the north it looks toward Naju and Mount Wolchul in Yeongam, and to the west toward Bigeumdo. The view is open on every side. A little later the commander of the center division and U Chi-jeok came up, followed by Jo Hyo-nam, An Wi and U Su. As the sun set I came down from the peak and sat on the shore. Jo Gye-jong came and told me how things stood with the Japanese. He also said that the Japanese greatly fear and hate our navy.

Day 12

Rain and more rain. The commanders of Garipo, Jangheung and others came and talked all day. Four days have passed and the scout boat has not returned, which worries me. But I think the savage enemy has fled far off and the boat has gone after them and not yet come back.

Day 13

Clear. Defense Commander Bae and the deputy commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came to see me. A little later the scout boat came in with Im Jun-yeong aboard, and I heard news of the enemy. The enemy who had occupied Haenam saw our fleet coming down on the 7th, and on the 11th every one of them fled. But Song Eon-bong, a local clerk of Haenam, and Sin Yong and others went over to the enemy, guided the Japanese, and had many men of good family killed. I could not contain my anger. At once I sent U Chi-jeok, the Suncheon magistrate; Yi Jeong-pyo, fort captain of Geumgap; Ju Ui-su, fort captain of Jepo; An I-myeong, fort captain of Dangpo; Jeong Gong-cheong, fort captain of Jora; and the staff officers Im Gye-hyeong, Jeong Sang-myeong, Bong-jwa, Tae Gwi-saeng, Park Su-hwan and others to Haenam.

Later I talked with Defense Commander Bae, Jeon Bong the Jangheung magistrate, and others.

That day I passed judgment on Yi Jeong-chung, deputy commander of the Right Navy, for the crime of falling behind.

In the evening I learned through Kim Eung-ham of the center division that someone unknown was hiding in the valleys on the island and killing cattle and horses, so I sent Hwang Deuk-jung, O Su and others to find out.

Day 14

Clear. In the small hours I dreamed I was riding a horse along a hillside. The horse lost its footing and fell into a stream, but did not go down. My youngest son Myeon seemed to be there, holding me up in his arms, and then I woke. I do not know what it means.

In the evening a man from Cheonan brought a letter from home. Before I had even opened it, my whole body began to tremble and my mind was thrown into turmoil. I tore open the outer cover and saw my son Yeol’s letter. On the outside were written two words: “Bitter weeping.” I knew then that Myeon had been killed in battle. Without knowing it my heart fell and I cried out. I wept and wept.

How can Heaven be so cruel? It is the way of things that I should die and you should live. That you have died and I live — how can the order of things be so wrong? Heaven and earth are dark, and even the bright sun has lost its color. Oh, my poor child, where have you gone, leaving me behind? Your spirit stood far above the common run — is that why Heaven would not leave you in this world? Or is it my sins that have brought this disaster down on you? Now that I remain alive in this world, what is there left for me to lean on? I can only cry out and weep. The night passes like a year.

Day 15

Wind and rain all day. Im Jung-hyeong and Park Sin went out in a small boat to scout for the enemy in the waters off Heungyang and Suncheon.

Day 16

Clear. I sent the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy and the garrison commander of Mijohang to Haenam, and sent Yu Hyeong, the Haenam magistrate, as well.

Tomorrow will be the fourth day since I heard of my youngest son’s death, and I could not let my grief out freely, so I went weeping to the house of Gang Mak-ji in the camp.

Around ten at night the Suncheon magistrate, the deputy commander Yi Jeong-chung, and the fort captains of Geumgap and Jepo came back from Haenam. They brought thirteen enemy heads, and the heads of Song Eon-bong and the others who had gone over to the enemy.

Day 17

Clear. At dawn I put on mourning clothes for my son. How can I bear this pain? The Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me.

Day 18

Clear. Im Gye-hyeong and Im Jun-yeong came in.

Day 19

Clear. Yun Geon and others captured two men who had collaborated with the enemy and brought them in.

Day 20

Clear. The garrison commander of Mijohang and the magistrates of Haenam and Gangjin took their leave to see to shipping the army grain from Haenam. U Su, fort captain of Angolpo, also took his leave. Later Kim Jong-ryeo, Jeong Su and Baek Jin-nam came to see me and told me of Yun Ji-nul’s outrageous conduct.

I appointed Kim Jong-ryeo as overseer of salt-making at the salt pans of Soeumdo and twelve other islands, and sent him off.

Day 21

Rain, then snow, by turns. The wind was bitterly cold. I worry that the men on the ships will freeze, and I cannot settle my mind.

Nam Eon-sang, the Muan magistrate, came in. He is an official who belongs to the navy, yet he thought only of saving his own skin. He never joined the fleet and hid in the mountain valleys for more than a month. Only after the enemy withdrew, fearing heavy punishment, did he finally show himself. His conduct is utterly disgraceful.

Day 22

Snow in the morning, clearing in the evening. Seon Gi-ryong, an officer of the Armaments Office, arrived with a royal order and a proclamation from the State Council.

Yu Hyeong, the Haenam magistrate, sent up Yun Hae and Kim Eon-gyeong, collaborators with the enemy, bound in ropes, so I had them closely imprisoned. Nam Eon-sang, the Muan magistrate, I had locked up on the Garipo warship.

Day 23

Clear. Yun Hae and Kim Eon-gyeong were executed. Baek Jin-nam, the licentiate, came to see me.

Day 24

Clear. Three hundred and twenty-two sacks of grain left by the Japanese army at Haenam were shipped in.

In the early evening Ha Eung-seo, a royal messenger, came in with a royal order: the deputy commander Yi Mong-gu was to be executed. I also heard that the Ming fleet had reached Ganghwa. Toward the end of the night word came that another royal messenger and an officer of the State Tribunal were on their way. They came in at daybreak: the royal messenger Gwon Gil and the tribunal officer Hong Ji-su, with orders to arrest the Muan magistrate and the fort captains of Mokpo and Dagyeongpo.

Day 25

Clear. I felt very unwell. In the early evening Park Hui-mu, a royal messenger, came in with a royal order: I was to consider where the Ming fleet could suitably anchor and report to the King with all speed.

Day 26

Scattered rain.

Day 27

Clear. Jeon Deuk-u, son of the Yeonggwang magistrate, came and reported for duty as a staff officer.

Day 28

Clear. In the morning I checked and sealed the various reports to the King, gave them to Pi Eun-se, and sent them off.

Day 29

Clear. In the small hours we set sail for Mokpo and anchored at Bohwado. The island looked as if it would shelter us from the northwest wind and was a fine place to hide the ships. So I went ashore and walked around it. There was much good ground, and I made plans to set up camp and build quarters here.

Day 30

Clear. In the morning I went down and sat at the site for the buildings. The commanders came to pay their respects. The Haenam magistrate also came and told me what the collaborators had done.

I sent Hwang Deuk-jung to the northern peak of the island to cut timber for building.

Later I had the Haenam collaborators beheaded together: Jeong Eun-bu and Kim Sin-ung, two men who had pointed out our people to the Japanese to be killed, and Kim Ae-nam, who had raped a young woman of good family.


Eleventh Month
Year of Jeongyu · 1597

Day 1

Rain and more rain. In the evening a strong north wind blew and rocked the ships all night. No one could keep his footing.

Day 2

Overcast. Went down to the landing and oversaw the building of the pier. Then went up to the site of the new quarters, and came back down to the ship after dark.

Day 3

Clear. Went up early to the site of the new quarters. Yi Gil-won, a royal messenger, came in with orders to deal with Bae Seol. Bae Seol has already gone to his family home in Seongju, yet the messenger did not go there but came straight here. A gross case of putting private favor first.

Day 4

Clear. Went up early to the site of the new quarters. Seon Ui-gyeong, the Jindo magistrate, came.

Day 5

Clear, and warm as a spring day. Went up early to the site of the new quarters. Yi Jong-seong, the Yeongam magistrate, came. He had thirty measures of rice cooked to feed the work crews, and said he had readied two hundred sacks of hulled rice and seven hundred sacks of unhulled rice for army provisions.

That day I had the magistrates of Boseong and Heungyang see to the building of a grain storehouse.

Day 6

Clear. Went up early to the site of the new quarters and walked about there all day, not noticing that the sun had set. The deputy commander of the Jeolla Right Navy went to Hwangwonjang to cut timber.

Day 7

Clear and warm. Volunteer fighters from Haenam brought in one Japanese head and a sword. Yun Yeong-hyeon, former magistrate of Hongsan, and Choe Jip, a classics licentiate, came to see me and handed over forty sacks of unhulled rice and eight sacks of hulled rice for army provisions. Park Ju-saeng of my own command came back with two Japanese heads. Kim Eung-in, a former magistrate, came to see me.

Day 8

Clear, mild and windless. Yi Jung-hwa and his son came to see me.

Day 9

Clear, and warm as a spring day.

Day 10

Rain and snow by turns, and a strong northwest wind. It was hard work keeping the ships safe. Yi Jeong-chung came and said that the enemy at Jangheung had fled.

Day 11

Clear. Went up to the site of the new quarters. The new fort captain of Pyeongsanpo submitted his notice of arrival at his post. He is Sin Hwon, elder brother of the Hadong magistrate.

Day 12

Clear.

Day 13

Clear.

Day 14

Clear. Yu Hyeong, the Haenam magistrate, came and told me of many unreasonable things Yun Dan-jung had done. So I had Yun locked up on the center division’s ship.

Day 15

Clear, and warm as a spring day. Went up to the new quarters. Im Hwan and Yun Yeong-hyeon came to see me. At night Song Han came in from the capital.

Day 16

Clear. I looked over the record of rewards for merit in battle. An Wi has been raised to the senior third rank, and the others have been given posts in order. Twenty taels of silver were granted to me, this humble subject, as a reward. The Ming general Yang Hao, the Military Superintendent, sent a bolt of red silk with the message that he wished to hang red on my ship himself, but was too far away to do so. A reply came from the Chief State Councillor.

Day 17

Rain and more rain. An envoy from Superintendent Yang came with a proclamation calling on people to return to allegiance, and with certificates sparing their bearers from death.

Day 18

Clear, and warm as a spring day. Yun Yeong-hyeon came to see me. Jeong Han-gi came too.

Day 19

Clear. Defense Commander Bae and the Jangheung magistrate came to see me.

Day 20

Rain. Im Jun-yeong came and reported on his scouting of Wando. There are no enemy ships, he said.

Day 21

Clear. Song Eung-gi took a crew of woodcutters to a place in Haenam where pines grow.

Day 22

Overcast. A report came that the enemy at Jangheung had fled on the 20th.

Day 23

Gales and heavy snow.

Day 24

Rain and snow. The northwest wind blew without letup.

Day 25

Snow.

Day 26

Rain and snow.

Day 27

Clear. Revised the report to the King on the victory at Jangheung.

Day 28

Clear. Kim Deok-su, a licentiate living in Muan, handed over fifteen sacks of unhulled rice for army provisions.

Day 29

Clear. Wang Cai, an envoy of the Ming officer Ma, said that Ming troops were coming down by sea. Jeon Hui-won and Jeong Bong-su came. The Muan magistrate came too.


Twelfth Month
Year of Jeongyu · 1597

Day 1

Clear and mild. Yi Ip-bu, Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy, arrived at camp. We discussed plans together.

Day 2

Clear. The weather was very warm, like spring. Yu Jang-chun, leader of the Yeongam militia, had not reported on his fighting against the enemy, so I gave him fifty strokes of the rod. Yun Yeong-hyeon, former magistrate of Hongsan, Kim Jong-ryeo, Baek Jin-nam, Jeong Su and others came to see me.

Day 3

Clear. Strong wind. I felt unwell. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy came to see me.

Day 4

Clear. Bitterly cold.

Day 5

Clear. Handed out letters of appointment to the commanders who had earned merit in battle.

A staff officer of the Army Commander-in-Chief came with a royal order. It read: “I now hear through a royal messenger that the Naval Commander-in-Chief Yi Sun-sin still will not set aside the rules of mourning, and his commanders are worried for him. However deep his private grief, the affairs of the nation are pressing. The ancients said, ‘To lack courage on the battlefield is no true filial piety.’ Courage on the battlefield is not something a man can find when he lives on plain fare and his strength is worn out. The rites have their fixed rules and also their allowances for circumstance; one cannot cling rigidly to the usual forms. You are to make my wishes clear to him and have him give up the mourner’s diet and do what the times require.” Meat was sent along with it. I was all the more moved, and grieved.

Day 6

Na Deok-jun and Jeong Eung-cheong came to see me.

Day 7

Clear.

Day 8

Clear.

Day 9

Clear. My servant Mok-nyeon came in.

Day 10

Clear. My nephew Hae, my son Yeol, and the Jinwon magistrate came in, together with Yun Gan and Yi Eon-ryang. I went out and sat at the shipbuilding site.

Day 11

Clear. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy and the Commander of the Jeolla Right Navy came to see me.

Day 12

Clear.

Day 13

Snow now and then.

Day 14

Clear.

Day 15

Clear.

Day 16

Clear. Snow later in the day.

Day 17

Snow and wind, each as fierce as the other. Said goodbye to my nephew Hae.

Day 18

Snow.

Day 19

Snow all day.

Day 20

The mother of the Jinwon magistrate and Yun Gan went north.

Day 21

Snow. In the morning Yun Yeong-hyeon, former magistrate of Hongsan, came from Mokpo to see me.

Day 22

Rain and snow by turns. The Hampyeong magistrate came in.

Day 23

Snow three inches deep.

Day 24

Snow, then clear, by turns.

Day 25

Snow. In the morning my son Yeol went home. The Provincial Governor arrived at camp, and we discussed military matters together. Nineteen coastal towns were placed wholly under the navy.

Day 26

Snow. Talked quietly with the Governor about military plans. Later the Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy and Defense Commander Bae came to see me.

Day 27

Snow. The Governor went back.

Day 28

Clear. The Commander of the Gyeongsang Navy and Defense Commander Bae came to see me.

Day 29

Clear.

Day 30

Wind and snow. The cold was fierce. All the commanders came to pay their respects.

Tonight the year comes to an end, and my grief is sharper than ever.


Part VII
The Year of Musul
1598
Entries survive for the first month and the ninth through eleventh months. This part holds 42 entries. Gaps in the diary are marked in the text.



First Month
Year of Musul · 1598

Day 1

Clear. A brief snowfall later in the day. All the commanders came and gathered.

Day 2

Clear. A state memorial day, so I held no office. The new ship was launched. The magistrates of Haenam and Jindo came to see me and went back.

Day 3

Clear.

Day 4

Clear.

[text missing: from Day 5 of this month to Day 14 of the ninth month.]


Ninth Month
Year of Musul · 1598

Day 15

Clear. Moved out together with Admiral Chen Lin and reached Narodo.

Day 16

Clear. Stayed at Narodo.

Day 17

Clear. Stayed at Narodo.

Day 18

Clear. In the early afternoon the fleet moved out and reached Bangdap.

Day 19

Clear. In the morning we moved and anchored off the Left Naval Command. What I saw there was heartbreaking. Around midnight we moved again and anchored at Hagaedo. Before daybreak the fleet set out.

Day 20

Clear. Early in the morning we reached Yudo. The Ming general Commander Liu had already advanced his troops. Attacked from land and sea at once, the enemy lost heart badly and showed every sign of fear. Our fleet moved in and out, firing its guns.

Day 21

Clear. Advanced in the morning and fought all day, but the tide was so low that we could not close with the enemy. Enemy troops from Namhae came in on light boats to scout. Heo Sa-in and others gave chase, and the enemy left their boats and fled up into the hills. Our men seized the boats and everything in them and brought them back, and I handed them over at once to Admiral Chen Lin.

Day 22

Clear. Advanced in the morning and fought. A Ming mobile corps commander was hit by a bullet in the left arm, though not seriously hurt. Eleven Ming men were shot dead. The fort captains of Jisepo and Okpo were hit by bullets.

Day 23

Clear.

Day 24

Clear. Kim Deok-yu and four others from Namhae came out and told us how things stood with the enemy there. Chen Dagang went back.

Day 25

Clear. Chen Dagang came back. A letter came from Commander Liu. Kim Jeong-hyeon came to see me.

Day 26

Clear. Jeong Eung-ryong came and told me about affairs in the northern provinces.

Day 27

Rain. A strong west wind. Xing Jie, the Ming Supreme Commander, sent a letter praising the navy for its swift advance. After eating I went to see Admiral Chen Lin, and we talked at leisure. In the evening Sin Ho-ui came to see me and stayed the night.

Day 28

Clear. The west wind blew so hard that no ship, large or small, could go in or out.

Day 29

Clear.

Day 30

Clear. This evening the Ming mobile corps commanders Wang and Fu and the Ming captain Li arrived at camp with more than a hundred ships. Their lamps and torches blazed brightly. The enemy will surely lose their nerve.


Tenth Month
Year of Musul · 1598

Day 1

Clear. At dawn Admiral Chen Lin went to Commander Liu’s quarters and talked with him for a short while.

Day 2

Clear. Advanced at first light. Our fleet went in first and fought until noon, killing a great many of the enemy. The garrison commander of Sado was struck by a bullet and died fighting. Yi Cheong-il was killed too. Ju Ui-su, fort captain of Jepo; Kim Seong-ok, fort captain of Saryang; Yu Hyeong, the Haenam magistrate; Seon Ui-gyeong, the Jindo magistrate; and Song Sang-bo, the Gangjin magistrate, were hit by bullets but did not die.

Day 3

Clear. On a secret letter from Commander Liu, Admiral Chen Lin advanced to battle in the early evening and kept up the attack until midnight. Nineteen Ming sand-boats and more than twenty Ming patrol boats were burned. The Admiral’s distress was beyond words. U Su, fort captain of Angolpo, was hit by a bullet.

Day 4

Clear. In the morning we sent the ships forward and attacked the enemy. We fought all day, and the enemy ran about in panic.

Day 5

Clear. A strong west wind. The ships barely managed to stay afloat at anchor through the day.

Day 6

Clear. A strong west wind. The Army Commander-in-Chief sent a staff officer with a letter saying that Commander Liu means to pull back and run. Infuriating, infuriating.

Day 7

Clear. An envoy from Commander Liu came to Admiral Chen Lin’s headquarters and reported that the land army was withdrawing to Suncheon for a while to make ready to fight again.

Day 8

Clear.

Day 9

The land army had already withdrawn, so Admiral Chen Lin and I led the ships to the pavilion on the shore.

Day 10

Reached the Left Naval Command.

Day 11

Clear.

Day 12

Reached Narodo.

[text missing: from Day 13 of this month to Day 7 of the eleventh month.]


Eleventh Month
Year of Musul · 1598

Day 8

Went to Admiral Chen Lin’s headquarters and gave a banquet in his honor. I came back only after dark. A little later the Admiral asked to see me, and I went at once. Word had come by land that the enemy at Waegyo in Suncheon would pull out and flee around the 10th. He said we must advance quickly and cut off their way home.

Day 9

Moved out together with Admiral Chen Lin, reached Baekseoryang and set up our line there.

Day 10

Reached the waters off the Left Naval Command and set up our line there.

Day 11

Reached Yudo and set up our line there.

Day 12

[no entry]

Day 13

More than ten Japanese ships appeared off Jangdo. At once I agreed on a plan with Admiral Chen Lin and led the fleet out after them. The Japanese ships drew back and hid, and did not come out all day. The Admiral and I went back and made camp again at Jangdo.

Day 14

Two Japanese ships came out into midchannel to talk peace. The Admiral sent his Japanese interpreter to meet them. Around eight in the evening a Japanese commander came in a small boat to the Admiral’s headquarters. They say he presented the Admiral with two pigs and two jars of wine.

Day 15

Early in the morning I went to see Admiral Chen Lin, talked with him briefly, and came back. Two Japanese ships went in and out of the Admiral’s camp again and again to talk peace.

Day 16

The Admiral sent Chen Wentong into the Japanese camp. Soon after, three Japanese ships came bringing horses, spears, swords and other things, and presented them to the Admiral.

Day 17

Yesterday So Gye-nam, fort captain of Balpo, and Jo Hyo-yeol, fort captain of Dangjinpo, commanders of the ambush force, gave chase to a medium-sized Japanese ship loaded full of grain as it crossed over from Namhae. They chased it in the waters off Hansando, and the Japanese ran the ship against the shore, landed and fled. But the Ming men took the captured ship and grain away from them, and they came back empty-handed to report.


Glossary

Imjin War. The Japanese invasions of Korea, 1592–1598. The name comes from the year imjin (1592) in the sixty-year cycle.

Lunar calendar. All dates in the diary follow it. A month has 29 or 30 days. The year is named by a cycle of sixty, which is why the parts of this book carry names such as Imjin and Gyesa.

Left Naval Command. The headquarters of the Jeolla Left Navy at Yeosu, where Yi began the war. The Right Naval Command was farther west.

Naval Commander-in-Chief. The post created in 1593 to command the navies of the Jeolla, Gyeongsang and Chungcheong provinces together.

Panokseon. The main Korean warship of the period, a tall, flat-bottomed ship with a deck for archers and gunners.

Turtle ship. An armored ship with a covered deck, used to break into the enemy’s line.

Cannons. Korean ships carried heavy cannons graded by the characters of the Thousand Character Classic: Cheonja (Heaven), Jija (Earth), Hyeonja (Black) and Hwangja (Yellow).

Watch. The night was divided into five watches. The second watch is roughly 9 p.m. to 11 p.m.

State memorial day. The death anniversary of a king or queen. Official business was suspended, so Yi often writes “I held no office.”

Rite of bowing toward the distant King. A ceremony held on set days at which officials in the provinces bowed toward the capital.

Strokes of the rod. The usual military punishment. Yi records how many strokes each offender received.

Double Ninth. The festival on the ninth day of the ninth month, when people climb hills and drink wine.

Surrendered Japanese. Japanese who defected or were taken prisoner. Some served the Koreans as guides or laborers.


Afterword

I live in Tongyeong, a harbor town on the south coast of Korea. The waters in this diary are the waters outside my window. The island of Hansando, where Yi kept his headquarters, is a short boat ride away, and the town itself grew up around the naval command that was moved here after his death.

I did not translate the diary to prove anything. I translated it because I wanted to read it straight through, day by day, the way Yi lived it, and I could not find a version that let me. The famous days are easy to find. What I wanted was the other kind: the day that is only a line of weather, the day he drinks with a visitor and goes to bed early, the day he is too ill to leave the ship.

If you do not know where to begin, there are three good places. The ninth month of 1597 is the battle of Myeongnyang. The fourth month of 1597 is the death of his mother. The eleventh month of 1595 is an ordinary month in a long war, which shows what the diary is made of.

Read it slowly. It was written one day at a time.

Flying Tiger Tongyeong, 2026


About Yi Sun-sin

Yi Sun-sin (1545–1598) was a naval commander of the Joseon dynasty of Korea. Born in Hanyang (modern Seoul) and raised in Asan, he passed the military examination at thirty and spent his early career in provincial postings. In 1591 he was made Left Naval Commander of Jeolla Province.

During the Japanese invasions of 1592 to 1598 he won a series of victories at sea, including Okpo, Hansando and Myeongnyang, using the panokseon warship, the turtle ship and careful use of the tides and straits of the southern coast. He was removed from command and imprisoned in 1597 after court intrigue, then recalled when the navy collapsed without him. He was killed by a bullet at the battle of Noryang on the nineteenth day of the eleventh month of 1598, the last battle of the war.

He is remembered in Korea as its greatest admiral. His diary is the most personal record that survives of the war.


About the Translator

Flying Tiger is a writer and translator based in Tongyeong, on the south coast of South Korea, a short boat ride from the island of Hansando. A former pilot and aircraft mechanic, he holds a U.S. FAA pilot’s license and a Korean aircraft maintenance license, and he worked for two years as an aerial photographer and pilot for a Korean news agency. He now writes and publishes books in several languages.

The War Diary of Admiral Yi Sun-sin is his translation of the Nanjung Ilgi.


Sources

Text translated. Yi Chungmugong jeonseo (李忠武公全書), printed 1795, vols. 5–8 (“Nanjung Ilgi” 1–4). Database of Korean Classics, Institute for the Translation of Korean Classics (db.itkc.or.kr), Hanguk munjip chonggan vol. 55.

Facsimile consulted. The same 1795 edition, digitized by the National Diet Library of Japan.

Used for verification only. Noh Seung-seok, Easy-to-Read Nanjung Ilgi: Complete Translation (Yeohae).

The classical Chinese text is in the public domain. This translation was produced independently and is not a revision of any existing translation.


Other Language Editions

The Nanjung Ilgi is also available in other languages, translated from the same text by the same method. Editions in Japanese, French, German, Spanish, Italian and Russian are available alongside this English edition.


A Request

Thank you for reading this diary.

If it was worth your time, a short review at the store where you bought it helps other readers find the book. A few honest lines are enough.
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